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INTRODUCTION. 



The Liturgy was called " The Book of the 
Reformation."* It has been attributed to Poynet> 
Bishop of Winchester ; but it certainly passed 
through a review by Ridley, and, probably, by 
Cranmer. Previous to the Reformation it was 
used only in Latin. It was formed, in part, of 
ancient forms used in the earliest times, and, in 
part, from others of a later date. At the com- 
mencement of the Reformation it was thought 
necessary to correct and amend these offices; and 
the Services of the Church were ordered to be 
performed in the English or vulgar tongue. 

The principle upon which the first Reformers 
proceeded in the work of reformation^ was to 
depart no further from the Church of Rome, 
than their sense of the purity of faith and worship 
required. It was their desire to maintain uni- 
formity both in doctrine and discipline; the 

■ Bale's Centuries, p. 691. — Strype's AnnalSi voL i. p. 489, 490. 
EdiL 2d. 



U INTRODUCTION, 

advantages of whicli would ))C great, wliilst tlie 
consequences of division and separation would be 
serious. They, therefore, continued whatever of 
ceremony had been the practice of the primitive 
church. It was, however, not without much 
opposition, length of time, and great unwilling- 
ness, that the people, and even the clergy, were 
reconciled to approve, and to retain, any part of 
the ecclesiastical habit. Strype,'' who was a 
contemporary witness of these proceedings, has 
afforded a curious view of the manner in which 
the public service of the church was conducted 
in the infancy of the Reformation. 

Since the publication of the Primers of King 
Henry VIII., the Book of Common Prayer has, 
from time to time, received various alterations 
and additions ; and, down to its last review, in 
16G1, in its compilation, whatever was valuable in 
fonner liturgies lias been added, altered, and 
transposed, as was deemed expedient. 

The progress of the reformation in England 
was gradual. In 1533'' there was a confirmation 
of the statutes concerning the burning of heretics. 
In the same year'' was passed an act to prohibit 
the payment of first-fruits to the Bishop of 
Rome ; ' all imposition to the Bishop or the See 
of Rome, was to cease to be paid ; and none 

■■ Strype's Ann. vol. Li. p. UO. = 3S Henry Vlll. c. 11. 
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were to go forth of England to general councils. 
It was also expressed^ that the king and the realm 
did not mean to vary from the articles of the 
catholic faith in Christendom. 

In 1534^ the king was pronounced to be the 
authorized supreme head of the Church of Eng- 
land;^ the first-fruits of all dignities spiritual 
were to be paid to the king;^ and an act was 
passed for the nomination and consecration of 
suffragans. 

In 1535^ an act was passed^ to surrender all 
monasteries to the king, which had not lands 
above two hundred pounds per annum. 

In the injunctions sent to the clergy in 1536, 
the Feast of the Dedication of Churches was to 
be held every year, on the first Sunday in October ; 
but the Feast of the Patron of the Church was 
to be no more observed. All the feasts, from the 
first of July to the twenty-ninth of September^ 
and all the feasts in term-time were not in future 
to be observed as holidays, except the Feasts of 
the Apostles, of the Virgin Mary, and of St. 
George, and those days on which the judges did 
not usually sit. But the four quarter-days were 
still to be offering-days. All persons were re- 
quired to adhere to the Book of Articles, now 
first published. These injunctions, which were 

' 26 Henry VIII. c. 1. » C. 3. »» C. 14. * 27 Henry VIII. c. 28. 
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probably composed by Cranmer and Ridley, were 
published in the king's name by Cromwell, The 
clergy were required to provide a New Testament, 
in English or Latin, and to read in it and study 
it daily, as well as the book published by the 
king's authority, " Of the Institution of a Chris- 
ten Man." They were, in the service of their 
churches, required to repeat the Lord's Prayer 
and the Ave-maria, in English ; and, at other 
parts of the service, the Creed and the Ten Com- 
mandments, also in English ; and that tlie people 
should repeat after them ; and none to he admitted 
to the sacrament at Easter that could not repeat 
tbem. All parishes were to provide a great 
Bible, in Latin and English, to be chained and 
fixed in some open place in the church, that all 
persons might resort to it, and read it for their 
instruction. The clergy were required to read 
to their people the gospel and epistle in English ; 
four sermons were to be preached every year, 
one in each quarter. They were not to worslilp 
any images or relics, nor kneel, nor offer any 
lights or gifts to them. But they might have 
lights in the rood-loft, and before the sacrament, 
and at the sepulchre, at Easter, All images, to 
which there was any resort, were to be taken 
away. They were to recommend that the money, 
in former instances expended in pilgrimages, 
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should be applied in charity to the poor. The 
ave and pardon-bell, which was accustomed to 
he tolled three times every day, was to he no 
more tolled. The clergy were to use decent 
apparel, that they might be known to be of the 
clergy. They were required to declare and ex- 
plain the articles relating to ceremonies ; to 
exhort the people to teach their children, in their 
Ternacular language, the Lord's Prayer, the 
Creed, and the Commandments, and the general 
principles of religion. They were themselves to 
lead pious lives, to love their neiglibour, and 
avoid dissention ; and to teach that we are only 
saved by the mercy of God and the merits of 
Christ, and that our good works only from thence 
derive their virtue. The incumbents of greater 
livings were required to give an exhibition to a 
poor scholar, either at some grammar-school or 
at the umversity. 

The Convocation appointed a committee to draw 
up a book, which was called " The Godly and 
Pious Institution of a Christen Man." It con- 
tained a declaration of the Lord's Prayer, the 
Ave-maria, the Creed, the Ten Commandments, 
and the Seven Sacraments.'' It was again pub- 
lished in 1540 and 1543, with corrections and 

** StTTpe's Life of Aichlriabop Cnmmer, p. !>2, 
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alterations, with the title of " A necessary Doc- 
trine and Erudition for any Christen Man." It 
was ordered to be published by the king with the 
advice of the clergy, and approbation of both 
houses of parliament. 

In 1539' an act was passed for the dissolution 
of monasteries and abbeys ; and their lands given 
to the king. 

In 1040 a committee of bishops and divines 
was appointed by tlie ting to refonn the rituals 
and offices of the church ; and the convocation, 
in February, 1 543, re-considered what had been 
done by that committee. 

In 1543"' an act was passed to have recourse to 
the catholic and apostolic church for the decision 
of controversies. All the books of the Old and 
New Testament, in English, " being of Tindal's 
false translation," or comprising any matter of 
the Christian religion, articles of the faith, or holy 
Scripture, set forth since 1540, were to be 
abolished. The Bible was not to be read in 
English in any church. No women, artificers, 
yeomen, and labourers, were to read the New 
Testament in English. 

In 1545 prayers for processions and litanies 
were ordered to be rendered into English, and to 
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be publicly used. This form of devotion was called 
*' The Primer^ set furth by the Kinges Majestie 
and his Clergie, to be taught, lerned, and red: and 
none other to be used thorowout all his Domi- 
nions." It begins with the Lord's Prayer ; and« 
among other matters, the Creed, the Ten Com-* 
mandments, Venite^ Te Deum, and other hymns, 
and collects, in English. In the Litany, with 
suffrages to be said or sung, in the tune of the pro- 
cessions, they invoked '^ the blei^sed Virgin, the 
angels, and arch-angels, and all holy orders of 
blessed spirits, all holy patriarchs and prophets, 
apostles, martyrs, confessors, and virgins, and all 
the blessed company of heaven," to pray for them* 
After the word " conspiracy," was added, ** from 
the tyranny of the Bishop of Rome, and all. his 
detestable enormities." The rest of the Litany 
is almost literally the same we still use in the 
Book of Common Prayer, except some collects 
at the end. It is a serious and impressive form 
of devotion, and, except the invocation of saints 
and angels, is a pious and edifying composition. 
The preface is an exhortation to prayer. The 
Primer was re-printed, in 1546, without any 
alteration. 
In 1547° an act was passed for all chantries 

n 1 Edward VI. c. 14. 
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repealed ; but abstinence was recommended. And 

an act* was passed to take away idl positive laws 

made against the marriage of priests. 

The compilers of this first form of prayer of 

King Edward, were : 

Thomas Cramner, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Thomas Goodrich, Bishop of Ely, 1534. 

John Skyppe, Bishop of Hereford, 1539. 

Thomas Thirlby, Bishop of Westminster, after- 
wards of Ely, 1554. 

George Day, Bishop of Chichester. 

Henry Holbech, alias Randes, Bishop of Lin- 
coln. 

Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of Rochester, afterwards 
of London; styled the most learned of the 
martyrs for the Protestant faith. 

William May, Dean of St. Paid s. Chancellor and 
Prebendary of Ely, and President of 
Queen's College, Cambridge, 1545. 

John Taylor, Dean of Lincoln, and Master of 
St. John's College, Cambridge; afterwards 
Bishop of Lincoln. 

Simon Heynes, Dean of Exeter, Prebendary of 
Westminster, and Rector of Stepney. 

John Redma3me, first Master of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and Public Orator. 

^EdwardVL c. 21. 
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Richard Cox^ King Edward's Almoner, Chan- 
cellor of Oxford, I)ean of Christ Church ; 
afterwards Bishop of Ely, 1559. 
Thomas Robinson, Archdeacon of Leicester; 
afterwards Dean of Durham. 
These bishops and divines were deputed to 
examine and reform the '' Missal, after the use of 
Sarum,'' which was then the mass-book, in more 
constant use in England. Their alterations began 
with an exhortation to be used the day before 
the communion, a new office of which was now 
added., Aft;er the priest had received the sacra* 
menty he was to turn to the people, and read an 
exhortation, the same we now use with little varia- 
tion; then followed a denunciation against sinners, 
requiring those who had not repented, to with- 
draw ; then a short exhortation, a confession of 
mns and absolution, the same as we now use. 
The texts of scripture were now read, which are 
yet used, followed by the prayer, " We do not 
presume, &c." After this, the sacrament was to 
be given in both kinds, with these words '^ The 
body — everlasting life ;" and " The blood — ever- 
lasting life." In this service, auricular confession 
was set aside. This office, thus altered, a pro- 
clamation, on the 8th of March, was published, 
requiring all persons to receive it in the form set 
forth : and the bishops sent books to the parishes 
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in tlieir diocese, which were received throughout 
England without opposition. In the Catecliism, 
for the instruction of young persons in the grounds 
of the Christian Religion, Cranmer, who ia sup- 
posed to have drawn it up, reckons the first two 
commandments as one. 

In compihng the offices of tliis new liturgy, 
they began with the morning and evening prayer, 
which were put in the same form they now are, 
only there was no confession nor absolution. The 
office began with the Lord's Prayer. In the 
Communion Service, the Ten Commandments 
were not read as tliey are now, but in other 
matters it was nearly the same. The offertory 
was to be made of bread and wine mixed with 
water. Then the prayer for the state of Christ's 
church was said. To this, the consecratory prayer, 
which we now use, was joined ; except the words 
that were afterwards left out, " With thy Holy 
Spirit vouchsafe to bless, and sanctify, these thy 
gifts and creatures of bread and wine, that they 
may be unto us the body and blood of thy most 
dearly beloved Son, &c." The Prayer of Thanks- 
giving, now used, was also joined to the Con- 
secration. The Litany, which consisted of short 
petitions, interrupted by suffrages, was the same 
which we now use, except, in one petition, the 
words " To be delivered from tlic tyranny of the 
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Bishop of Rome, and all lils detestable enormi- 
ties," and the invocation of the " Blessed Virgin, 
the angeh and archangels, and all the holy orders 
of blessed spirits, all holy patriarchs and pro- 
phets, apostles, martyrs, confessors, and virgins, 
and all the blessed company of heaven." In 
baptism, besides the form we still retain, a cross 
at first was made on the child's forehead and 
breast, with an adjuration of the devil to go out 
of him. The priest then took the child by the 
right hand and placed him within the font, where 
he was to be dipped thrice, but if the child were 
weak, it was sufficient to sprinkle water on the 
face. The priest was then to put a chrysom, or 
white vestment, upon him, in token of innocence, 
to anoint him on the head, with a prayer for the 
unction of the Holy Ghost. The Catechism was 
then the same as it now is, except the addition 
which it afterwards received, of an Explanation 
of the Sacraments. In confirmation they were 
to be catechised. The bishop is then to sign 
them with the cross, and to lay his hands upon 
them, and say, " I sign thee with the sign of the 
Cross, and lay my hands upon thee, in the name 
of the Father, &c." The sick, who desired to 
be anointed, might have unction on their forehead, 
or their breast only ; with a prayer, that iheir 
body was outwardly anuiiited with oi], that they 
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might receive the Holy Ghost with health, and 
victory over sin and death. At the burial service, 
they recommended the departed soul to God's 
mercy, and prayed that his sins might be par- 
doned, that he might be delivered from hell and 
carried to lieaven, and that his body might be 
raised at the last day. The preface to this Book 
of Common Prayer, concerning ceremonies, was 
prefixed, the same as is still before the Common 
Prayer Book. 

About the beginning of the year 1551, some 
objections were made to certain passages in this 
book, as being too superstitious ; and to remove 
them, Cranmer proposed to review it. He in- 
vited to his assistance Martin Eucer and Peter 
Martyr ; for whose use, as they were ignorant of 
the English language, Latin translations of it 
were prepared. Alexander Ales, a Scottish di- 
vine, translated it for Bucer; and the translation 
of Sir John Cheke, already published, was used 
by Martyr. Forty-two articles of religion were 
prepared ; and several corrections were made in 
the Book of Common Prayer. The addition of 
the " Sentences," " Exhortation," a serious and 
plain form of " Geneva! Confession," and a 
*' General Absolution," at the beginning of the 
morning and evening services, was now made. In 
the communion service, the office was to begin 
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with reading the Ten Commandments, all the 
congregation kneehng ; and, at the end of each 
Commandment mercy was to be implored for past 
offences, and grace to observe it for the time to 
come. The " Invocation of the Holy Ghost," in 
the consecration of the Eucharist, and the prayer 
of " Oblation" which followed it. Some passages 
which seemed to mean the belief of the corporal 
presence, with the use of the Cross in it were left 
out, and a few other variations were made. Some 
rites, which had been retained in tlie former 
book, were now removed; as, the use of the Oil 
in Baptism and the use of the Cross in Confirma- 
tion, the unction of the Sick, and extreme unc- 
tion, and the prayers for departed Souls, both in 
the Communion Service, and in the Office of Bu- 
rial. The habits worn by the Clergy, which had 
been prescribed by the former Book, were now 
to be laid aside ; and a rubric was added to explain 
the reason of kneeling at the Sacrament. The 
Liturgy was now indeed brought to the same 
form in which we use it, except some incoi>- 
siderable variations that have been since made to 
explain ambiguities, and some additional prayers, 
which will hereafter be noticed. 

This form of prayer thus revised was again 
conhrmed in parliament," and intituled, " An Act 
" fi Edward VI. c. I. 
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for the Uniformily of Service ami A tl mini strati on 
of Sacraments tlirougliout tlie Realm." Every 
person was to resort to liia parish church or 
cliapel upon Sundays and holidays ; and a penalty 
was imposed for being present at any other form 
of common prayer or sacraments. 

On the first of November, 1552, being the 
feast of All Saints, the Book of Common Prayer 
was first used " in Paule's church,' and the like 
through the whole Citie," On this occasion. 
Bishop Ridley preached a sermon in the choir 
in the forenoon in his rochet only, without cope 
or vestment. " And in the afternoon, he preach- 
ed at Paule's Cross, the lord maior, aldermen, 
and crafts, in their best liveries, being present ; 
which sermon, tending to the setting forth the 
saide newe-made Book of Common Prayer, con- 
tinued til almost five of the clocke at night ; so 
that the maior, aldermen, and companies, entred 
not into Paule's church, as had been accustomed, 
but departed home by torch-light." 

But this Act, and the former Act of 1518, were 
of short duration. In 1553, they were repealed 
by Queen Mary, who determined to restore the 
Roman Catholic religion. This Statute' was 
made against such as speak irreverently of the 
body and blood ofChrist. Other Acts relating to 
» Slows Aiinsls, p, 1028, ' 1 Mary c. 2. 
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the Church and Ecclesiastical matters were now 
repealed. No other form of divine service and 
administration of sacraments^ but those which 
had been used in the last year of King Henry 
VIII. was to be allowed after the twentieth of 
December, 1553. 

In 1554,' an Act was passed to repeal all 
articles and provisions made against the See Apos- 
tolic of Rome, since the twentieth year of King 
Henry V III. and for the establishment of all spi- 
ritual and ecclesiastical possessions and heredit- 
aments conveyed to the Laity. 

Upon the accession of Queen Elizabeth, these 
Acts of Repeal were reversed. 

In 1558, ^ an Act was passed to restore to the 
Crown the ancient jurisdiction over the estate 
ecclesiastical and spiritual, and for abolishing all 
foreign powers repugnant to the same. 

In the same year, another Act** passed for 
Uniformity of Common Prayer and Service in the 
Church and Administration of the Sacraments. 
This Statute was made perpetual in the reign of 
Queen Anne. ^ 

Several learned Divines were appointed to re- 
view King Edward's Liturgies, and to frame from 

* 2 PbiU and Mary, c. 8. • 1 Eliz. c. I. 

b I r:iiz. c. 2. « 5 Anne, c. 5. 
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both a Book for the use of the Church of Eng- 
land. Camden has given the names of those who 
were employed in this undertaking : 

Dr. Matthew Parker, afterwards Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

Dr. Richard Cox, afterwards Bishop of Ely. 

Dr. May, Dean of St. Paul's. 

Dr. BiU. 

Dr. James Pilkington, afterwards Bishop of 
- Durham.- 

Sir Thomas Smith, a learned Writer, Provost of 
Eton, and Secretary of State in 154«8. 

Mr. David Whitehead. 

Mr. Edward Grindall, afterwards Bishop of Lon- 
don, and Archbishop of Canterbury. 

To these, says Strype, were added, 

Dr. Edwin Sandys, afterwards Bishop of Wor- 
cester, and Archbishop of York. 

Mr. Edward Guest, afterwards Archdeacon of 
Canterbury, Almoner to the Queen, Bishop, 
of Rochester and of Salisbury. He was a 
very learned man, and is supposed to have 
bad the chief care of the whole review. 
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Particular lessons to be used on every Sunday 
in the year, were now added; the form i>f the 
Litany was altered and corrected ; aj)d two sen* 
tences were added in the Communion Service^ at 
the delivery of that Sacrament to the Communi- 
cants. The alteration in the Litany was again to 
le^ii^ out, ** from the tyranny of the Bishop of 
^ome, and all his detestable enormities ;" words, 
which were in the primer of King Henry VIII. 
in 1545, and a part of the deprecation also in the 
first Book of King Edward VI. It added to the 
first petition for the Queen, the words " strength- 
en in the true worshipping of thee, in righteous- 
ness and holiness of life," which were not before 
used. The two sentences added in the delivery 
of the Sacrament were, " the body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which was given for thee," or " the 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed 
for thee ; preserve thy body and soul to ever- 
lasting life." These words were taken out of the 
first Book of King Edward, and were the whole 
forms then used. In the second Book of King 
Edward, they were left out ; and in the place of 
them were used, " take, eat," or " drink this," 
with what follows. In this Book of Queen 
Elizabeth, both these forms were united. The 
rubric, which explained the reason for kneeling 
at the Sacrament, was now left out. At the end 

c 2 
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of the Litany, a prayer for the Queen, and 
another for the Clergy were added. Some of 
the Collects were corrected, and the Book of 
Ordination was again authorized by law. 

In February 1562-3, six articles were offered 
to the Convocation^ but did not pass the lower 
house. 

1. That all Holidays, except Sundays, and the 
Feasts that related to Christ, should be abro- 
gated. 

2. That, in the Common Prayer, the Minister 
should always turn his face towards the people ; 
so as to be heard by the people, that they might 
be edified. 

3. That the ceremony of the Cross in Baptism 
might be omitted, as tending to superstition. 

, 4. That forasmuch as divers communicants 
were not able to kneel during the time of Com- 
munion for age, sickness, and other infirmities, 
and some also do superstitiously kneel and knock,*^ 
that the order of kneeling may be left to the 
discretion of the Ordinary within his. jurisdic- 
tion. 

5. That it be sufficient for the Minister, in 
time of saying divine service and ministering the 
saclraments, to use a surplice ; and that no 

* They were accustomed to strike their breasts, and say, " culpa 
wea." 
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Minister say service^ or minister the sacraments, 
but in a comely garment or habit. 

6, That the use of organs be discontinued, and 
the organs removed. 

In this convocation the forty-two Articles were 
reduced to thirty-nine, *' for the avoiding of 
diversities of opinions, and for the establishing of 
consent touching true religion." 

In 1570, an Act ® was passed for the Ministers 
of the Church to be of sound religion ; and to 
oblige every ecclesiastical person to subscribe the 
Articles of Faith, and to declare his assent. 

In 1581, by another Act, it was declared to be 
treason to be reconciled or withdrawn to the 
Romish religion, and a penalty was imposed for 
saying, or hearing of mass. Another penalty was 
imposed for not coming to the Church. 

The Liturgy continued, without any alteration, 
till the first year of King James I. in 1603, when, 
after the conference at Hampton Court between 
that King and Whitgift, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and other Bishops and learned Divines, 
several alterations were made, together with an 
addition to the Catechism concerning the Sacra- 
ment. In the rubric, in the beginning of the 
office for private Baptism, the words ** lawful 

* 13 EUz. c. 12. 
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Minister " were inserted, to prevent midwives or 
laymen from pretending to baptize, with one or 
two inconsiderable alterations. 

When the Book of Common Prayer was revised 
after the restoration of King Charles II. some few 
alterations, of little importance, were made in the 
service of Consecrating Bishops, and Ordaining 
Priests and Deacons. This King granted a com- 
, mission to review the Liturgy, dated March 25, 
1661. The commission, which assembled at the 
Savoy, was appointed to meet and advise, and 
review the Liturgy, and to make such alterations 
as might be deemed necessary. The following 
persons were appointed — 

Frewen, Archbishop of York. 
Sheldon, Bishop of London. 
Cosin, Bishop of Durham. 
Warner, Bishop of Rochester. 
King, Bishop of Chichester. 
Henchman, Bishop of SaUsbury. 
Morley, Bishop of Worcester. 
Saunderson, Bishop of Lincoln. 
Laney, Bishop of Peterborough. 
Sterne, Bishop of Carlisle. 
Gauden, Bishop of Exeter. 
Reynolds, Bishop of Norwich. 
Dr. Anthony Tuckney, Regius Professor of 
Divinity, Cambridge. 
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Dr. John Conant, Regius Professor of Divinity, 
Oxford. 

Dr. William Spurstow, Master of Catharine Hall, 
Camhridge, which he lost in 1653, for re- 
fusing to take the engagement. 

Dr. John Wallis, Savillian Professor of Geometry, 
Oxford. 

Dr. Thomas Manton, a popular Nonconformist 
Preacher and Writer. 

Edmund Calamy, B. D. the learned Noncon- 
formist, who refused the Bishoprick of 
Gloucester. 

Richard Baxter, Cleric^ the learned Nonconfor- 
mist, who refused the Bishoprick of Here- 
ford. 

Arthur Jackson, Clerky ejected in 1662, from the 
Church of St. Faith, London. 

' Thomas Case, Clerk, 1 

Samuel Clark, Clerk, > Co-adjutors. 

Matthew Newcomen, Clerk, j 

Dr. John Earle, Dean of Westminster, after- 
wards Bishop of Worcester. 

Dr. Peter Heylin, Prebendary of Westminster. 

Dr. John Hacket, afterwards Bishop of Lichfield 
and Coventry. 

Dr. John Barwick, afterwards Dean of Durham, 
and Dean of St. PauFs. 

' A Nonconformist, ejected from his preferments in 1662. 
> Ejected from Dedham, Essex, in 1662. 
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Dr. Peter Gunning, afterwards Bishop of Chi« 

Chester and of Ely. 
Dr. John Pearson, afterwards Bishop of Chester. 
Dr. Thomas Pierce, afterwards Dean of Salisbury. 
Dr. Anthony Sparrow, afterwards Bishop of 

Exeter and of Norwich. 
Dr. Herbert Thorndike, Prebendary of West- 
minster. 
Dr. Thomas Horton. 
Dr. Thomas Jacomb, ejected from St. Martin's, 

Ludgate, for Nonconformity. 
William Bates, Cleri^ Minister of St. Dunstan's 

in the West, refused the Deanery of 

Lichfield. 
John Rawlinson, Clerk. 
William Cooper, Cleric. 
Dr. John Lightfoot, after the expulsion, in 1653, 

of Dr. William Spurstow, became Master 

of Catharine Hall, Cambridge. He was a 

learned Hebraist. 
Dr. John Collins, a very learned Hebraist, 

ejected from St. Stephen's, Norwich, for 

Nonconformity. 
Dr. Benjamin Woodbridge. 
Dr. William Drake. "" 

^ Dr. Roger Drake was here meant, whose Christian name was 
mis-written ** William." He therefore declined to attend. He 
was also a Physician, and becafne a popular preacher in London. 
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The Commissioners had several meetings at 
the Savoy, but to very little purpose ; and the 
conference broke up after much angry and per- 
sonal altercation. Some alterations were pro- 
posed by ^the episcopal Divines, which, in the 
following May, were considered and approved by 
the whole Clergy in convocation. These alter- 
ations were chiefly, that, some lessons in the 
Calendar were changed for others more appro- 
priate; the '* Prayers for particular occasions" 
were disjoined from the Litany ; two Prayers to 
be used in Ember Week, the Prayer "for the 
Parliament," and " for all conditions of men," 
and "the General Thanksgiving " were added. 
Some of the " Collects" were altered. The 
" Epistles " and " Gospels " were taken out of 
the last Translation of the Bible. The office for 
** Baptism of those of riper years," and the " Forms 
of Prayer to be used at Sea " were added. The 
Liturgy was now brought to that state in which 
we use it ; and was unanimously subscribed by 
both houses of convocation, of both Provinces, 
on Friday the twentieth of December, 1661. In 
the following March, ' an Act of Parliament was 
passed for its establishment. In the next year an 
Act was passed declaratory of the former. 

i 13 and 14 Charles II. c. 4. 
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Another attempt was made^ but which proved 
abortive, to alter the Liturgy, at the commence- 
ment of the reign of William and Mary. 

In October 1689, a Commission was appointed 
by the King, to prepare such alterations in the 
Liturgy as might be thought expedient ; and on 
November 17, 1689, they met. The moderate 
part of the Clergy were for a speedy reformation 
of several matters which it was thought might 
be made in the Liturgy, in order to conciliate 
and invite the Dissefiters ; others more rigid 
were for no condescension. 

The Members of the Commission were : 

Lamplugh, Archbishop of York. 

Compton, Bishop of London. 

Mew, Bishop of Winchester. 

William Lloyd, Bishop of St. Asaph. 

Sprat, Bishop of Rochester. 

Smith, Bishop of Carlisle. 

Trelawney, Bishop of Exeter. 

Burnet, Bishop of Salisbury. 

Humphreys, Bishop of Bangor. 

Stratford, Bishop of Chester. 

Dr. Stillingfleet, Dean of St. PauFs, afterwards 

Bishop of Worcester. 
Dr. Patrick, Dean of Peterborough, afterwards 

Bishop of Chichester. 
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Dr. Tillotson^ Dean of Canterbury, afterwards of 
St. Paul's, and Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Dr. Meggot, Dean of Winchester. 

Dr. Sharp, Dean of Norwich. 

Dr. Kidder, afterwards Dean of Peterborough. 

Dr. Aldrich, Dean of Christ Church. 

Dr. William Jane, Regius Professor of Divinity, 
Oxford. 

Dr. Montague, Master of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. 

Dr. Beaumont, Regius Professor of Divinity, 
Cambridge. 

Dr. Hall, Margaret Professor of Divinity, Oxford. 

Dr. Goodman, Archdeacon of Middlesex. 

Dr. Beveridge, Archdeacon of Colchester. 

Dr. Batteley, Archdeacon of Canterbury. 

Dr. Scott, Prebendary of St. Paul's. 

Dr. Fowler, Prebendary of Gloucester. 

Dr. Grove, Prebendary of St. Paul's. 

Dr. Williams, Prebendary of St. Paul's. 

Four of the Commissioners, the Bishops of 
Winchester and Rochester, Dr. Aldrich and Dr. 
Jane withdrew dissatisfied. The rest proceeded 
with the greatest unanimity ; and, amongst other 
matters, determined upon the following alter- 
ations : — 
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That the '* Chanting of Divine Service " in 
Cathedral Churches shall be laid aside, that the 
whole may be rendered intelligible to the com- 
mon people : 

That, besides the " Psalms "being read in their 
course, as before, some proper and devout Psalms 
be selected for Sundyas : 

That the ** Apocryphal Lessons," and those 
of the Old Testament, which are too natural, be 
thrown out, and others appointed in their stead. 
All the *' Legendary " Saints-days to be omitted 
in the Calendar : 

That a rubric be made, setting forth the use- 
fulness of the '^ Cross in Baptism," not as an es- 
sential part of that Sacrament, but only as a fit 
and decent ceremony. However, if any do in 
conscience scruple it, it may be omitted by the 
Priest : 

That if any refuse to receive the " Sacrament of 
the Lord*s Supper " kneeling, it may be admin- 
istered to them in their Pews : 

That a rubric be made, declaring the intention 
of the " Lent Fasts " to consist only in extra- 
ordinary acts of devotion, and not in distinction 
of meats : 

That the *' Absolution " in Morning and 
Evening Prayer may be read by a Deacon, thq. 
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wofd " Priest " in the rubric being changed into 
" Minister," and the words " and remission " be 
put out, as not very intelligible : 

That, the ** Gloria Patri" shall not be repeated 
at the end of every Psalm, but of all appointed 
for Morning and Evening Prayer : 

That, the words of the " Te Deum," '' thine 
honourable, true, and only Son,*' be thus turned, 
" thine only begotten Son ;" " honourable" being 
only a civil term, and no where used in Sacris : 

The '^ Benedicite" shall be changed into the 
128th Psalm ; and other Psalms likewise appointed 
for the " Benedictus" and '* Nunc Dimittis :" 

The ** Versicles" after the Lord's Prayer, and 
in other parts, shall be read " kneeling;'' to avoid 
the trouble and inconvenience of so often varying 
postures in the worship. And, after the words, 
" Give peace in our time, O Lord," shall follow 
an answer promissory of somewhat on the people's 
part, of keeping God's Law, or the like ; the old 
response being grounded on the predestinating 
doctrine, taken in too strict an acceptation : 

AH high '* titles of Appellations" of the King, 
Queen, &c. shall be left out of the Prayers ; such 
as *' most illustrious,'' ''religious," "mighty,** 
" gracious," &c., and only the word " Sovereign" 
retained for the King and Queen : 

The words in the *** Prayer for the King," 
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'' Grant that he may vanquish and overcome all 
his enemies/' as of too large an extent^ if the King 
engage in an unjust war, shall be turned thus, 
" Prosper all his righteous undertakings against 
thy enemies ;" or, after some such manner : 

The words in the " Prayer for the Clergy/* 
" who alone workest great marvels/' as subject to 
be ill interpreted, shall be thus, " who art the 
author of all good gifts ;" and the words, ** the 
healthful spirit of thy grace," shall be " the holy 
spirit of thy grace," healthful being an obsolete 
word: 

The' Prayer, which begins, *' O God, whose 
nature and property," shall be thrown out, as full 
of strange and impertinent expressions, and be- 
sides, not in the original.^ 

The " Collects," for the most part, are to be 
changed for those which the Bishop of Chiches- 
ter has prepared, being a review of the old ones, 
with enlargements, to render them more sensible 
and affecting; and what expressions are needless 
are to be retrenched. 

If any desire to have " God-fathers" and " God- 
mothers" omitted, and their children presented in 
their own names to Baptism, it may be granted. 

About the " Athanasian Creed," they came to 

^ It was introduced into the Liturgy in the review in the first year 
of King James I. 
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this conclusion ; that lest the wholly rejecting it 
should be imputed to them as Socinianism^ a ru-^ 
brie shall be made, setting forth, or declaring, the 
curses denounced therein not to be restrained to 
any particular article, but intended against those 
that deny the substance of the Christian Religion 
in general. ^ 

On account of the divisions and dissensions 
which this Commission occasioned, they were 
obliged to suspend any further progress in it ; and 
it came to nothing, as was supposed, through the 
intrigues of the Earls of Clarendon and Roches- 
ter, uncles of the Queen ; who thus resented their 
being left out of office at the Revolution. 

The following brief Notes, historical and devo- 
tional, are according to the order in which the 
Services are printed in the " Book of Common 
Prayer." Of the sense, force, and excellence of 
this Service, many, however regular in their at- 
tendance upon it, and conversant with its expres- 
sions, are yet, for the most part, extremely igno- 
rant. To recal their attention to, and to animate 
their predilection for this Book, is the design of 
this publication ; and to which, it is humbly hoped, 
it may be found neither an useless nor uninstruc- 
tive companioo. 

i Birch's Life of Archbishop Tillotson. 
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The Liturgy, entirely or in part, intended for 
daily service upon every day of the week, con- 
sists of short Prayers or Collects, each beginning 
with some attribute or perfection of God, in- 
troductory of our petitions, which furnish a 
copious supply of every kind of exhortation, sup- 
plication, thanksgiving, and praise. Such vene- 
rable dignity is spread around it ; such an im- 
pressive tone of solemn truth accompanies it ; it 
is distinguished by such sober, yet fervent piety, 
such pure, unaffected, and comprehensive charity ; 
so delightful to the ear, and so engaging to the 
understanding, that no human composition can be 
compared with it. 

With this Book we have been familiar from our 
earliest infancy ; its contents we have lisped in our 
maternal arms, and, in our progress to manhood, 
we have been taught to regard it with unmingled 
veneration. There is in it so much beauty and 
pathos, such brevity and strength, so much in- 
deed of elegance, that, it is difficult with an un- 
biassed judgment to appreciate its excellence. 

Expositions upon the Lord's Prayer, the three 
Creeds, and the ten Commandments, and many 
learned and excellent discourses upon each, the 
laborious works of the ablest Divines, abound in 
our language, and may be always consulted with 
profit and advantage. Nor is there any deficiency 
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of useful works upon the Liturgy. Bishop Spar- 
row^ Bissei NichoUs, Dean Comber^ Edwards^ 
Wheatley> and Shepherd, are entitled to the ap- 
probation and gratitude of every member of the 
Church of England ; and to each of them this 
little work is greatly indebted. On the subject of 
the Articles, the Reader need scarcely to be in- 
formed, that numerous authorities have been con- 
sulted ; and that the writings of Nowel, Jewel, 
Hooker, Tillotson, Burnet, Pearson, Stillingfleet, 
Scott, Prideaux, Sherlock, Wheatley, Tomline« 
and others of inferior celebrity, have been copi- 
ously used. 
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" THE PREFACE" 

TO THE COMMON PRAYER BOOK. 

The former part of " the Preface" was drawn up 
by Bishop Saunderson^ approved by the Convo- 
cation^ and ordered to be here printed. 

It contains instructions concerning the Service 
in the Church ; the reasons why some Ceremo- 
nies were abolished^ and some retained; the order 
in which the Psalter, and the order in which the 
rest of the Holy Scriptures are appointed to be 
read. 

Dr. John Pell, an eminent Linguist and Mathe- 
matical Professor^ at Amsterdam and at Breda, 
assisted Archbishop Sancroft in reforming the 
Calendar in the Book of Common Prayer. 

After " the Calendar, with the Table of Les- 
sons," follow ** Tables and Rules for the Move- 

d2 
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able and Immoveable Feasts ; together with the 
Days of Fasting and Abstinence, through the 
whole year \'* particular Services, appointed for 
" Certain Solemn Days ;" and a *' Table to find 
Easter-Day." 



The Order for Morning Prayer daily throughout 

the Year. 

These offices are prescribed and appointed to 
be the same throughout the whole National 
Church. ' It was anciently ordained, '' that all 
Governors of Churches, and their people should 
observe one and the same rite and order of ser- 
vice, which they knew to be appointed in the Me- 
tropolitan See.'*^ 

" With one mind, and one mouth, glorify 
God."- 

At the beginning of Morning Prayer the Minister 
shall read with a loud Voice some one or more 
qf these Sentences of the Scriptures that follow. 
And then he shall say that which is written 
after the said Sentences. 

The sentences at the beginning are intended to 
prepare the congregation for the great duty, upon 

* Con. Toletan, 11. c. 3. » Rom. xv. 6. 
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which they are about to enter. The first Book 
of King Edward began with the Lord's Prayer, 
but in the subsequent review of it, these sentences, 
with the following Exhortation, Confession, and 
Absolution, were prefixed. 

The Exhortation declares to the people the 
end of their meeting ; to prepare them for the 
performance of their devotions. " Before thou 
prayest, prepare thine heart." " 

A general Confession to be said of the whole 
Congregation after the Minister , all kneeling. 

Prepared by the previous Exhortation, the 
'* Confession'' properly follows. It is reasonable, 
that, before we offer up our praise to God, we 
intreat his pardon of our sins. This confession 
is most solemn and comprehensive. It includes 
every species of sin. '* Thou, even Thou only, 
knowest the hearts of the children of men ." "^ 

It is '* to be said by the whole Congregation." 
Every one is enjoined to accompany the '' Minis- 
ter" in it. 

We are also directed to *' kneel ;" to place our- 
selves in the humble posture of suppliants ; as a 
token of the abasement of ourselves. In our Sa« 
viour's prayers to his Father, we find him upon 

» Ecdesiatticus xnil 23. « 1 Kings viii. 29. 
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hb knees. The Evangelists often relate, that he 
*.* kneeled down, and prayed." ^ 
i Among*the Roman Catholics, the Priest alone 
recites the Confession for himself ; and afterwards 
the Congregation recite the same for themselves. 
This custom divides that union, which in our 
Church subsists between the Priest and the peo* 
ple*^ 

The Absolution or Remission of Sins, to be pro^ 
nounced by the Priest alone , standing; the 
People still kneeling. 

The Absolution is pronounced by the "Priest." 
This word was inserted at the last review of our 
Liturgy, to limit the reading of it to the office of 
Priest. ' 

. In King Edward Ylth's second Book, the 
\* Absolution " was first inserted. In all Books, till 
the restoration of King Charles II. the word in the 
rubric was ** Minister," not " Priest ;" and at 
the Savoy conference, " Priest " was inserted 

p Lukexxiv. 41. 

^TldvTts, iiQ k^ Mc ^SfiaroQ Kai fitag Kapdidg, rov ttiq 
i^ofioXoyiiffeiag ^ffciXfibv ava^pBffi r^ Kvptffi, Idia cavrwv Ixa^oc 
ra p^ftara rtjs fifiravoiag wotovfiivoi, Omnes velut uno ore et 
corde uno, confessionis psalmum Dcooflferunt, etsuis quisque verbis 
poenitentiam proiitetur. Basil Ep. 63. torn, ii. p, 843. D. 

' The Savoy Conference, printed in Collier's Ecclesiastical 
History. 
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before the ^' Absolution/* instead of " Minister.'* 
*' Minister" means any one who ministers in the 
holy office, of what order soever he be. . 

The Absolution, which the Church of England 
authorizes is ministerial, or declaratory of God's 
pardon upon the performance of the conditions 
which are required in the Gospel. It always 
supposes Faith and sincere Repentance, of which 
God alone is the judge. Among the early 
Christians, no other Absolution, except that which 
was declaratory and precatory, was known. 

There are three forms of Absolution in the 
Common Prayer ; in this place, in the " Com- 
munion Service," and in the ** Order for the 
Visitation of the Sick." Here the Priest speaks 
in the third person. In the *' Communion Ser- 
vice," not in a declaratory, but in an optative 
manner. In the ** Visitation of the Sick," the 
Priest speaks in his own person, according to the 
commission given by our Saviour to the Apostles 
after his resurrection. ** Whosesoever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted ; and whosesoever sins ye 
retain, they are retained."* 

It is to be said by the Priest alone. A Deacon 
is not permitted to pronounce it. The Congre- 
gation are, therefore, to hear it, not to join in 
it. 

• John XX. 23. 
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The word " Remission " was here added, after 
the conference at Hampton Court ; for the satis- 
faction of those who objected against the word 
« Absolution." 

The Absolution ends at the words, '^ and un- 
feignedly believe his holy Gospel.'* The following 
sentence is an exhortation, teaching us for what 
we ought to pray, ** repentance, and the Holy 
Spirit." 

The Priest delivers the Absolution ** standing,'^ 
whilst the Congregation " kneeel ;" to show his 
authority, and their devotion. He is, as it were, 
the messenger of God, offering the ministry of 
reconciliation, a solemn application for pardon to 
the penitent. 

The ** Confession " and *' Absolution " corres- 
pond with the Jewish washings used before the 
time of offering. The Congregation, therefore, 
*^ having their hearts sprinkled from an evil con- 
science," and being exhorted to *' draw near in 
full assurance of faith," ' could not more properly 
begin, than with "The Lord's Prayer." 

The People shcM answer here, and at the end of 
all other Prayers, Amen. 

« Heb. X. 22. 
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"Amen" employs consent and approbation. 
It is the assertion of truth. The use of this word 
has prevailed in all ages in the Church, according 
to the records of Scripture, and the prescriptions 
of antiquity. The Jews frequently used it at the 
end of their hymns, and of every little prayer. 
And it lis enjoined by one of their inspired Pro-* 
phets^ that at the ^' blessing of the Lord God of 
Israel, all the people should say, Amen."" 

Then the Minister shall kneel, and say the Lord^s 
Prayer with an audible Voice ; the People also 
kneeling f and repeating it with him, both here, 
and wheresoever else it is used in Divine 
Service, 

The Lord's Prayer, in the earliest times, 
began, ^ and ended, ^ the services of the Church. 
This prayer having proceeded from the sacred 
lips of our Lord himself, hallows and consecrates 
every other prayer. }t is ordered to be said with 
an " audible " voice. The Church of Rome 
ordered it to be said at M attins, secretly or men- 
tally. It is part of the Gospel, and therefore 
properly directed to be pronounced with a loud 
voice, that the ignorant might more readily learn 

« Ps. cvi. 48.— xH. 13.— Ixxii. 19. « Tertul. de Orat. c. 9. 

y Augustin. Ep. 59. 
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it, and aU tlie Congregation might hear it, and 
join in it. Tlie " Doxology" is here used in the 
Lord's Prayer. Indeed, in the most ancient 
manuscripts it is not to be found, nor in St. Luke ;' 
but is supposed to have been added by the Greek 
Church, who use it in their Liturgies, in imitation 
of the Jews, but separated from the prayer itself. 
The Latin Church follow St. Luke's copy, and 
leave out the " Doxology." 

This prayer has always been inserted in every 
distinct office of the Liturgy. It is not from the 
love of repetition, but from the fear of imperfec- 
tion, that has induced our Church to insert it 
in all its offices. 

In the first Book, compiled about three years 
before the review of the Liturgy, under King 
Edward VI., the service began at the Lord's 
Prayer, as it does now in the Mattins of the 
Roman Catholic Church ; but the addition of the 
Sentences, the Exhortation, the Confession, and 
the Absolution were made in that review. 

Until our persons be sanctified, absolved, and 
reconciled to God, all we do in his sanctuary 
is unworthy of his acceptance. Until our lips be 
purified, how can we set forth God's praise ? 
Until our ears be sanctified and opened, how can 
we " hear his most holy word V Until we have 
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implored the pardon of our sins, how can we 
presume to ask his favour ? St. Basil, who wrote 
about the year 370, mentions this way of begin** 
ning with Confession, and that it was in his time 
the universal practice. * 

In the reformed Churches on the Continent, 
there is no Absolution nor Confession ; but the 
Psalms and Lessons being finished, which is all 
the service they have, the preacher hastens to 
the pulpit. The homage paid to God is with 
them only a secondary service. But to begin, as 
it is here, with Confession and Absolution, pre-* 
pares the mind with that devotional spirit, which 
is most acceptable. . After Confession, and Re- 
pentance of our sins, as God said to Joshua, he 
says to us, '^ Behold, I have caused thine iniquity 
to pass from thee.'* ** 

Then likewise he shall say. 

Here follow short ejaculations of praise In the 
language of devout worship. When we meet in 

• TA vvv KCKpari}K5ra, iBn ^auaiQ toliq tov Qtov iKKkfiffiaic 
ffvyuda c?t KM avv^utvaf oi \aoi ilofulKoyovfUvot rtp 9t(f, 
TtKivraio, dvaTavrtg rStv Trpowvxwv, tiQ rtiv i//aX/i«^tav 
KaOtravrat, Qui jam obdnuerunt ritus, omnibus Dei ecdesiis 
Concordes sunt et consoni. Populi facti ad Deum confessione, ab 
oratione surgentes ad Psalmodiam traducnntur. 

»• Zech. iii. 4. 
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the house of God, what can be more becoming 
than to give Him thanks^ to speak good of His 
name^ to intreat the pardon of our sins, before 
we ask him to put a new song in our mouths, that 
we may shew forth his praise ? 

HetCi all standing up, the Priest shall say. 

Released from our sins/ and assisted by God's 
Holy Spirit, we rise from our knees, and as 
Peter, when his ** chains fell from his hands,'' 
we lift up ourselves. Standing on our feet, we 
pronounce that excellent Doxology which is both 
a hymn and a creed. As a creed, it declares our 
faith in the blessed Trinity : as a hymn, it makes 
the object of our faith, the subject of our praise. 
About the year 320, Arius attempted to deny the 
Divinity of the Son, and by his novel interpre- 
tation to destroy the sense of this Doxology, by 
altering its original form, into '^ Glory be to the 
Father, by the Son, in the Holy Ghost." It is, 
however probable, that the words used in our 
Common Prayer, were originally used by the 
Apostles themselves. As thd glory of God is the 
end of the Creation, this hymn is certainly a fit 
addition to our religious services, our praises, 
our prayers, and our thanksgivings, and to our 
confessions of sin or of faith. To oppose the poi- 
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8on of Arius, in the Eastern or Greek Church, 
even at this time, the form is " Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
now and ever, world without end." To this the 
Western, or Latin Chiurch added, in a council in 
44S, *'As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be.*' Our Church has been careful to main- 
tain the most ancient usage in this instance. 

After this Doxology, follows that angehcal ex- 
clamation, ^' AUeluiah ;" the interpretation of 
which is, " praise ye the Lord ;" the Congregation 
rejoining, *' The Lord's name be praised." 

This versicle is a literal translation of the He- 
brew Alleluiah. It is a form employed by St. 
John;* and was frequently repeated in the public 
offices and private devotions of the Ancient 
Church. In the first Liturgy of King Edward 
VI., Alleluiah, untranslated, is appointed to be 
sung from Easter to Trinity Sunday. It was a 
period of great rejoicing, in commemoration of 
our Saviour's Resurrection. It was afterwards 
translated, and appointed to be used daily, imme- 
diately before the invitatory Psalm. 

The answer of the people, " The Lord's name 
be praised," shews their desire to join in the 
praise of God. This response was introduced 
into the Liturgy at the last review, in 1661. It 

^ Revelations xix. 
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had previously been inserted in the Scottish Li- 
turgjf revised by Archbishop Laud, Juxon, Bi- 
shop of London, and Wren, Bishop of Norwich ; 
and ratified by King Charles I., in 1636. 

Then shcdl be said or sung this Psalm foUowmg ; 
except on Easter-Day, upon which another 
Anthem is appointed; and on the Nineteenth 
Day of etery Month it is not to be read here, 
but in the ordinary Course of the Psalms. 
Venitey extdtemus Domino. Psalm xcv. 

The "Venite" is a Psalm of invitation, to set 
forth the praises of the Lord, and to hear his 
voice. 

TJien shall follow the Psalms in order as they are 
appointed. And at the end of every Pscdm 
throughout the Year, and likewise at the end qf 
B^nedicite, Benedictus, Magnificat, and Nunc 
dimittis, shcdl be repeated f 

*' Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

Answer. ** As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be ; world without end. Amen." 

The Psalms are now read, the whole of which 
are repeated every month. They are forms of 
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prayer, thankggiving, praise,'' confessiuii and ado- 
ration, adapted to every disposition, and to all 
times. Here, the penitent has a form of confes- 
sion ; he who has received a kindness, of thanks- 
giving J he who is in need, in body or in mind, of 
prayer; and, here, all may adore the excellence, 
and magnify the mercies, of God. 

In the Western or Latin Church, the Psalms 
are read over in seven portions, called Nocturns, 
and the whole recited every week. In the East- 
ern, or Greek Church, they are divided into 
twenty portions, and read over in so many days, 
or two thirds of the month. The Psalms are here 
appointed to be " sung or said," It is the usual 
custom to recite tliem in alternate course, the 
minister to take one verse, and the congregation 
another ; and in the choral service, one side of 
the choir one verse, and the other side another, 
according to the practice of the Greek and Latin 
Church; and as the Angels sing one to another.* 
If the congregation do not bear their part in the 
Service, and responses, they will merely resemble 
the practice of conventicles, and be hearers only. 
The observation of this custom is highly useful, 
and the omission of it is pregnant with mischief, 

' The name by which the Book of Psalms is dislingujilied among 
the Jews, u Sepher TtkilUm, (he Book of praises. 
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injurious to the solemnity of the service, and de^ 
structive of that beauty and simplicity, with which 
the Psahns abound. 

Psalmody was esteemed a chief part of the pub- 
lic worship, among the earliest Christians. The 
PsalmSy we observe, were recited in a different 
manner in different churches. Sometimes they 
were sung by the whole congregation. Some- 
times the former part of the verse was repeated 
by one person, and in the latter part of the verse 
the whole congregation joined. Sometimes the 
verses were alternately recited, sung, or chauntdd. 
In this Service, there certainly does not appear 
to have been uniformity of practice. Tot pene 
Psallentium chori, quot gentium diversitatesJ 
The alternate recitation of the Psalms, which is 
obviously calculated to excite attention, and to 
assist our devotion, seems to have been as early 
as the close of the first century. It was the cus- 
tom of the Jewish Church. Our Saviour and his 
disciples sung the Hymn after the last Supper, 
it is not improbable, in alternate voices, according 
to the practice of the Synagogue. And it is uni- 
formly adopted in our Church, not, as it is en- 
joined by any rubric, but according to the usage 
of antiquity, and the uninterrupted practice of 
every succeeding age of the Church. 

^ Jerom. Ep. ad Marcelh 
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This part of the Service is here directed to be 
read '^ standing ;" originally, perhaps, in imitation 
of the Jews. When the " Priests waited on their 
offices ; the Levites also with instruments of music 
of the Lord, which David the King had made to 
praise the Lord, because his mercy endureth for 
ever, when David praised by their ministry : and 
the priests sounded trumpets before them, ' and 
all Israel stood/' 

This posture of the body expresses the eleva- 
tion of the soul, when in thanksgiving we present 
ft unto the Lord, When in confession of sins we 
humble ourselves before Him, our kneeling ex- 
presses the contrition of our hearts. These pos- 
tures are the natural indications of the affections 
of the heart. 

At the end of every Psalm, the Doxology is 
used, as it was in the ancient Church before the 
corruption of it by Arius. It is not used after 
the '* Te Deum;" which is indeed the Doxology 
in a more extended form. 

Then shall be read distinctly with an audible 
voice the First Lesson, taken out of the Old 
Testament, as appointed in the Calendar, eX" 
cept there be proper Lessons assigned for that 
day ; He that readeth, so standing and turning 

f 2 Chron. vii. 6» 
£ 
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himself 'as he may best he heard of all such 
- as are present. And after that, shall be said 
or sung, in English^ the Hymn called Te 
Deum LaudamuSj daily throughout the year. 

The " First Lesson," which is from the Old 
Testament, follows the Psalms. The will and the 
affections having been exalted by acts of praise, 
they are now more awakened, and the understand- 
ing more employed, in the reading of the Scrip- 
tures. 

After the ** First Lesson"* follows the "Te 
Deum," or the *^ Benedicite." 
- The " Te Deum" is said to have been com- 
posed by St. Ambrose, who flourished about the 
year 376, at the baptism of St. Augustine, and 
has been used in the Church about fourteen hun- 
dred years. As a Creed, it contains all the mys- 
teries of Faith, and is a solemn form also of 
thanksgiving, praise and adoration. 

The " Benedicite,'' entituled " the Song of the 
three Children,'' is ascribed to the three Israel- 
ites, sung by them in the midst of the fiery fur- 
nace. It was used in the Church in the most 
ancient times. 

Then shall be read in like manner the Second 
Lesson f taken out of the New Testament. And 
after that, the Hymn follounng ; except when 
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that shall happen to he read in the Chapter for 
the day, or for the Gospel on St. John Baptist's 
Day. 

After the *' Te Deum" follows the " Second 
Lesson/' which is taken out of the New Testa- 
ment. In the commencement of the year, the 
first Lesson of the Morning Service is from the 
beginning of Genesis, and the second Lesson is 
from the beginning of St. Matthew ; and again. 
Genesis for the first, and St. Paul to the Romans 
for the second Lesson, at Evening service. With 
the omission of some chapters, they are continued 
till the Books be read over. The Book of Chro- 
nicles is omitted, because for the most part it is 
th^ same with the Book, of Kings. The Book of 
Isaiah is read, when the rest of the Books are 
finished ; and, as it is most prophetical, is read 
just before Advent. On particular days, parti- 
cular and appropriate Lessons are appointed. 
Upon Saints' days, chapters from moral books, as 
the Proverbs, containing excellent directions of 
life and conversation, are used. The appointment 
of two Lessons, one from the Old, the other from 
the New Testament, is intended to shew the 
harmony which they bear to each other. In the 
Old Testament, what was shrouded in types, 
promises, and prophecies, is unfolded in the New 
Testament. That, which in oce is only pre- 

e2 
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•figured, in the other is performed ; the types are 
unveiled, the promises performed, and the pro- 
phecies accomphshed. The choice of the Lessons 
on Sundays, was the chief alteration made at the 
revisal of the Liturgy in the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth. In King Edward's Liturgy, the Lessons 
for the Sundays, and almost for all Holidays, 
took their course, as other ordinary days in the 
Calendar. At present, the Old Testament is 
read once, and the New Testament three times 
in every year ; and the most important and in- 
structive passages in both become famiUar to the 
Congregation. 

Then follows the " Benedictus," or the " Hun- 
dredth Psalm." 

The *' Benedictus'* was the Hymn composed 
by Zacharias at the circumcision of his son, John 
the Baptist.^ It contains his thanksgiving to 
God for the Incarnation of our Saviour, and for 
the mercies which were about to be accomplished 
by his birth. 

The " Hundredth Psalm" was also appointed 
to be used, in the Second Book of King Edward ; 
in which we are all invited to join in praise for 
his grace, mercy and truth, so conspicuously set 
forth in the Gospels. 

»» Luke i. 53. 
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Then shaU be sung or said the Apostles^ Creed by 
. the Minister and the People^ standing : eoccept 

only such days as the Creed of St. Athanasius 

is appointed to be read* 

The "Apostles' Creed" is " to be said by the 
Minister and the people" together ; in which we 
assent to the particular Scriptures now read^ as 
well as to all the Articles of the Christian Faith. 
It declares to us the true object of all Christian 
worship ; without which, like the blind Samari* 
tans, we should '* worship we know not what ;" * 
or> like the not less blind Athenians, we should 
" build our Altars to an unknown God." ^ Here 
every Christian, in his own person, acknowledges 
his Faith ; and it is that Faith, which the Les- 
sons, he has just heard, teach. There are numer- 
ous explications of this " Creed," of the " Nicene; 
Creed," and the " Creed of St. Athanasius." The 
Nicene Creed is to be said in the Communion 
Service ; and the Creed of Athanasius, sometimes 
instead of the Apostles' Creed. The Creed of 
Athanasius was said to have been composed by 
him, ' (although many learned men dispute it) and 

i 1 John iv. 22. i" Acts zvii. 13. 

1 Some learned men have maintained, that the Athanasian Creed 
wu written by Vigilius Tapsensis, an African Bishop, who lived in 
the latter end of the fifth centurv. 
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sent to Pope Julius^ to acquit his Faith from the 
slanders of his Arian enemies^ \i^ho represented 
him to be erroneous in the Faith. It has been 
received with great veneration, as a treasure of 
inestimable value both by the Greek and Latin 
Churches, and is continued in our Church." 

And after that, these Prayers follomng, all de- 
voutly kneeling ; the Minister first pronouncing 
toith a loud voice, — 

Having acknowledged our sins in the " Con- 
fession ;" set forth the " worthy praise" of God, 
in the Psalms ; heard his " most holy word," in 
the Lessons ; and with one heart, and one mouth, 
declared our assent to the Christian Faith, in the 
Creed ; we are now prepared to engage solemnly 
in supplication and prayer, and ** to ask those 
things that are necessary as well for the body, as 
the soul ;" and which are the substance of the 
Collects and the Litany. , 

•* The Lord be with you," ° is a divine salutation 
taken from the Scriptures; and was frequently 
used in ancient Liturgies before prayers, before 
the Gospel, the Sermon, and at other times ; an 
exhortation to lift up our hearts and raise our 
devotions to his service. The answer of the Con- . 

*" Gregory Nazianzen de laud*Ath, orat, 21. 
" Ruth ii. i, — Psalm cxxix. 8. 
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gregatibn, " And with thy Spirit," is taken from 
St. Paul^ "" which indicates that, ahout to offer 
prayers for us, we pray also for thee ; that he^ 
without whom, nothing is good and acceptable^ 
may be with thy spirit, whilst thou art employed 
in these spiritual services. These mutual salu- 
tations and prayers, where the Minister and 
People interchangeably pray each for the other, 
are excellent expressions of the Communion of 
Saints, acknowledging that they are all of one 
body, and " members one of another." This 
form is retained in all the Eastern Churches, as 
delivered down by the Apostles. ^ 

" Let us pray," are words often used in th^ 
ancient Liturgies, to excite attention to the suc- 
ceeding prayer, or to remark the transition from 
one mode of prayer to another ; to recollect our 
wandering thoughts, and to awaken our devotion. 
In ancient times, the Deacon was accustomed 
to call upon the people often, " Let us pray vehe- 
mently."** The Church, in our Liturgy, calls 
for the same earnest devotion, which the old 
Liturgies breathed, when it says ** Let us pray." 
It is as an invitation to collect our alternate sup- 
^ plications by versicles and answers into collects 
and prayers. In the Latin Liturgies, preces and 

• 2 Tim. iv. 22. p Coficil. Brac' 1. Can. 21. 563. 

1 *eKTiv<as dttjB&iJLiv, 
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orationes were thus distinguished. PreceSf or 
supplications, were those alternate petitions where 
the people answered by responsive versicles; 
orationeSf or prayers, were what was said by the 
Priest alone, the people only answering '' Amen/- 
This ancient form teaches us, that after having 
been employed in praising and in hearing, we 
are to pass on to the duty of prayer ; it invites 
us to attend to, and to join in, what follows ; it 
exhorts us to banish all wandeiring thoughts, of 
business or of vanity ; and seriously to fix them 
upon our present service. 

What the ancients called a *"' short Litany," 
here follows, is a fit introduction, and preparatory 
to the " Lord's Prayer." <* Lord, the Father ; 
Christ, or Lord the Son ; Lord, the Holy Ghost, 
have mercy upon us." In this supplication, three 
times repeated, a separate address is made to 
the three persons in the Trinity. In the Greek 
Church, the words ** Lord, have mercy upon us,"*^ 
were thrice repeated ; but in the Latin Churchy 
the second versicle was changed into ** Christ, have 
mercy upon us.*'* We thus intreat God to have 
mercy upon us, in the pardon of our sins, which 
make us unworthy to serve him ; in helping our 
weakness, and inability of ourselves to serve him. 
Our dangers are many, our wants are many, in 
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many ways we stand in need of mercy. This ex- 
cellent and comprehensive Litany is at all times 
seasonable, and is used in all parts of the service, 
after singing hymns and psalms, aft^r our confes- 
sion of faith, after hearing the scriptures read, 
and after prayer. In the anciently Liturgies^ ais 
in ours, it usually preceded the "Lord's Prayer;'* 
that we may be taught our own onworthiness, 
and pray for mercy, before we can look up to 
heaven, call God our Father, and beg of Him 
any iurther blessing. 

Then the Minister ^ Clerics y * and People shall say 
the Lor^s Prayer with a loud voice'. 

Then the Priest standing up shall say. 

After the " Lord's Prayer," follow short versi- 
cles and answers taken out of the Scriptures. " The 
versicles, in allusion to the Royal Family, the 

* This word was first inserted in the second Book of King Edward 
VI. Clerks were appointed soon after the Reformation, to assist the 
Clergy in the different services. They were chiefly lay-clerks ; per- 
sons of the lower degrees, of the clerical order, employed in every 
parish Church ; and the practice continued in some Churches until 
the end of the reign of Charles I. There are still Lay-clerks in the 
Cathedrals, called Singing'Clerks and Lay-Vicars Choral, In 1570, 
there were seven Clerks in Trinity Church, Coventry. 

V Ps. Ixxxv. 7. Ps. XX. 9. Ps. cxxxii. 9. Ps. xxviii. 10. 1 Chron. 
xxii. 9. Ps.U. 10, 11. 
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Clergy, and the People, were added at different: 
times, and were not in the original services. The 
answers are intended to refresh the attention, and 
to unite the affections, both of the Minister and 
People. Such must be the effect between whom 
there constantly and interchangeably pass, in the 
presence of God himself, so many benedictory 
petitions, songs of comfort, and psalms of praise 
and thanksgiving. When the Minister prays for 
the people, and the people for him ; when he sets 
before God their necessities, and they their own 
petitions for relief; when he proclaims the^ law 
of God to them in the Ten Commandments, and 
they, in humility imploring his grace to perform 
them ; it cannot but mutually inflame their piety 
and animate their devotion. 

TTien shall follow three Collects ; the first for the 
Day, which shall be the same thai is appointed 
at the Communion; the second, for Peace; the 
thirds for Grace to live welL And the two last 
Collects shall never alter ^ but daily be said (U 
Morning Prayer throughout aU the year, as 
foUoweth; all kneeling. 

The ** Collects " here follow, so called, either 
because they werie made by the Ministers at the 
meeting or assembly of the people ; or because he 
here collects their devotions and offers them to 
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God ; or because they are collected out of the 
Epistles and Gospels. They have been used in 
the Western Churches, many of them upwards 
of twelve hundred years. They are said to have 
been composed by St. Ambrose or by Gelasius/ 
or by Gregory the Great, which the lattei? 
acknowledges to have, been used in the most 
ancient times of the Church. ' They were pro- 
bably us^d after the gift of prayer had ceasedj 
.with all other supernatural gifts of the Spirit. It 
was then necessary to use stated forms of worship, 
of which our Saviour left a pattern in his own 
prayer. To this Gregory, is given the merit of 
establishing a Church, which he e£fected by the 
ministry of St. Augustine, in 597« He taught^ 
not only whom to worship, but how to worship. 
He composed much of our Liturgy, and many of 
the same prayers which we now use ; and for his 
services to the Church, was deservedly styled 
" The Great." England, we know, was finally 
converted to Christianity, when in possession of 
the Saxons, who had driven the Britons into 
Wales, and had again introduced Paganism into 

' Gelasius was Bishop of Rome in 492, and engaged in many un- 
successful attempts to settle the disputes between the Eastern and 
Western Churches. Some of his Works are extant, on controver- 
sial subjects. He died in 496. 

J Gregory; i?eg. Ep, 64. . 
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England ; till the mission of Augustine^ who, 
converting the Saxons^ settled a Church in this 
Island. 

But the ** Collects " are excellent, if not for 
their antiquity, for their matter and harmony with 
each other. They are addressed to God, in the 
name of Christ, and are not in one continued 
prayer. The example of our Lord prescribed a 
short form. The practice of the ancient Chris- 
tians recommends short and frequent prayers, 
that our minds and affections may be more intent 
upon that for which we pray. Their matter is 
not less' excellent ; consisting in an humble ac- 
knowledgment of the perfection and goodness of 
God, and in an uniform petition for some benefit 
from him ; that God is Almighty and Everlasting, 
abounding in goodness and mercy, the strength, 
the refuge, and protector of all that trust in 
Him ; without whom, nothing is strong, nothing 
is holy; without whom, there is no continu- 
ance in safety, or in being ; that such is our 
weakness and frailty, that we have no power of 
ourselves to help ourselves^ to do any good, and 
to preserve ourselves from falling ; that we put 
no trust in any thing that we do, but lean only 
upon the help of his heavenly grace ; that He is 
the author and giver of all good things, from 
whom alone we have an hearty desire to pray, or 
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to do him any true and laudable service ; that he 
is always more ready to hear, than we are to pray^ 
and to give more than we desire or deserve ; 
having prepared for them that love him such 
good things^ as pass man's understanding. Such 
expressions breathe that warmth of devotion 
worthy of the earliest Christiansj who, in the 
midst of self-denial, and severe suffering, made 
the grace of God their hope, their refuge, and 
protection, their profession, and their prayer. 
Long prayers, however well composed or well 
written, are weakened in proportion to thelength, 
and become spiritless and inanimate. A long 
extemporary prayer is yet more defective. The 
hearers must attend to the words, understand 
the sense, judge of its propriety, and afterwards 
assent with the will, and offer it up with the 
affections. All this exercise of the mind must be 
performed in the same instant, or the hearers are 
lost in the rapidity of the speaker. If he be 
supematurally assisted in praying, they must 
necessarily be supematurally assisted in accom- 
panying him. If he have the instantaneous gift 
of prayer, they must have the various and instan- 
taneous gifts of understanding, and judgment, of ^ 
approbation, assent, and petition. In the infancy 
of the Christian JEysl, when the gift of prayer 
was bestoM'ed upon the Church, both he that 
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prayed, and they that heard, were filled with the 
Holy Ghost, or they were not edified. The same 
supernatural and miraculous assistance is as ne- 
cessary in extemporary prayer, if any profit, or 
any edification can be derived from it. But in 
the pre-composed forms of our Liturgy, which 
have been so often heard, understood, and ap- 
proved by us, our will is at liberty to accompany 
every prayer as it is offered. We have previously 
engaged to hear them, our understanding has 
already interpreted them, and our judgment ap- 
proved of them. We ** pray with the understand- 
ing." We have only to fix our attention, and 
offer them up *' with all our heart, with all our 
mind, and with all our strength." 

The first among the " Collects,'* is that " for 
the Day." The next " Collect " is for " Peace ;" 
containing a prayer for all temporal good, neces- 
sary for the body. " Peace " was the first 
offering, and the last bequest of our Lord ; with- 
out which there can be no religion. Here we 
pray for outward peace ; in the prayer for the 
evening, we pray for inward peace; that we 
may say with David, " I will lay me down in 
peace." 

This " Collect " for " Peace," and the other 
in the Evening Service, are taken from the Sacra- 
mentary of Gregory. 
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The third " Collect " is for grace " to live 
i^ell, and for all spiritual good necessary for the 
soul. The Evening " Collect '' is intituled^ "for 
aid against all perils." It may also be understood 
in a spiritual sense, ^'lighten our darkness/' 
inward as well as outward, the darkness of our 
understanding, as well as of the night. Both 
these « Collects " for " Grace " were collated 
from the ancient Greek Liturgies. 

In Quires and Places where they sing, herefoU 
loweth the Anthem* 

Then these five Prayers following are to be read 
herey except when the Litany is read; and then 
only the two last are to be read as they are there 
placed. 

It is here directed that " in Quires and Places 
where they sing, the Anthem follows/' * The 
foregoing " Collects " are petitions with respect 
to ourselves, the following are intercessions with 
respect to others. 

The prayers for the ** King's Majesty," for 
the '* Royal Family," and for the " Clergy and 
People," were in later times added to the service. 

* The word *^ Anthem " is supposed to be derived from kvri^vijf 
vox reciprocal signifying an Hymn sung in parts, or alternately. 
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They were originally formed out of Pope Gre- 
gory's Sacramentary^ and were inserted by the 
order of Queen Elizabeth. 

The prayer for the ** Royal FamUy" was in- 
serted by the order of King James I., who was 
the first Protestant King that was married and 
had children. 

Until the last review, these three prayers were 
printed at the end of the Litany ; but they were 
then read in the same place as they are now ap- 
pointed* 

The prayer, ** O God, whose nature and pro- 
perty," &c. was placed in the second Book of 
King Edward VI. just after the " Collect in 
time of any plague or sickness;" and was, there- 
fore, previous to the order of King James L, 
inserted in our Liturgy. 

The Collect " for all conditions of men," was 
added at the last review. It is ordered to be 
used whenever the Liturgy is not appointed to be 
read. Bishop Gunning, its supposed author, in 
St. John's College, Cambridge, over which he 
presided, would not allow it to be read in the 
afternoon, because the Litany was never ordered 
to be then read, the place of which it was inten- 
ded to supply. Our Intercession is here exten- 
ded to all nations, that God's *' name " may '^ be 
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" Kingdom " of Grace may " come," where it is 
not now preached. We pray for the ' Catholic, 
or Universal Church; that in it, by the guidance 
and government of God's Holy Spirit, " his will 
may be done in earth, as it is in heaven." In this 
prayer for all mankind, in all their necessities, 
there is also particular reference to all individuals, 
visited with affliction and bodily sickness. 

After this prayer, follows " a General Thanks- 
giving ;" which was added at the last review in 
1661, and is supposed to have been written by 
Bishop Saunderson. Having already "set forth 
God's most worthy praise," in the Psalms and 
Hymns after the Lessons, and in the Doxologies, 
we now, in this form of Thanksgiving, render 
thanks " for the great benefits we have received 
at his bands." We begin with that original bless- 
ing, " our Creation," and with " our Preservation," 
attended with all the mercies and blessings of 
life. We then offer him our thanks above all, 
because the greatest of all blessings, for our 
" redemption ;" attended with all the means of 
grace, and hopes of glory ;" ascending through all 
the variety of blessings received at his hands, 

■ Burnel says, ihstlheterm " Catholic Faitli" was, in the e«Iy 
parlcrilieReramiation, appIiedlolh^Lulherani. " in its Irue lense, 
bi oppoiidan lo Ihc naveltics of ilie See of Rome." 
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from temporal to spiritual, from the first to the 
last^ from our entrance into the world to our re- 
turn to him again. 

In this prayer, it is recommended, that " they 
who have been prayed for, may return thanks.* 
Our Lord upbraided the ingratitude of the Lepers, 
who, being cleansed from their leprosy, did not 
*' return to give glory to God." " Were there not 
ten cleansed, and where are the nine ?*'•* None, 
who have had the prayers of the Church, can 
after their recovery omit this duty. 

The prayer of St. Chrysostom closes the '^ Col- 
lects." It is directed to the Son, relying upon his 
gracious promise, that when ** two or three are 
gathered together in his name, he will grant their 
requests;" resigning ourselves, however, to his 
wisdom, to fulfil them *' as may be most expedi- 
ent for us.** It was composed by St. Chrysostom, 
an illustrious Bishop of the Greek Church ; in 
the services of which it has been used upwards of 
fourteen hundred years. 

The Service is closed with a Blessing, to be 
pronounced by the Bishop, * if he be present. It 

*> St. Luke xvii. 17. 
« In Pepys* Memoirs, Feb. 28, 1663 — 4, he says, he was at St. 
Paul's, and " what was extraordinary, the Bishop of London, 
(Henchman) who sat there in a Pew, made a purpose for him, by 
the Pnlpitt, do give the last blessing to the Congregation ; which 
ivas, he Iteing a comely old man, a very decent thing, methought." 
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is rather a prayer, than a blessing. The Minis- 
ter pronounces it " kneeling," as he does the other 
prayers, and includes himself in it, " be with us 
all." It is the benedictory prayer of St. Paul, 
mth which he ended his Epistles ; *' The Grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Ghost." ^ With 
this prayer, the Congregation is dismissed. 

This Blessing was highly esteemed in the ear- 
liest times ; no one ventured out of the Church, 
till he had received it. And when the people re- 
ceived it, they knelt, or bowed down their heads. 
The Jews received it in the same manner. • 
" When the Service was finished, the High Priest 
went down, and lifted up his hands over the Con- 
gregation, to give the blessing of the Lord with 
his lips, and to rejoice in his name. And they 
bowed down themselves to worship the Lord, 
that they might receive a Blessing from the Lord 
the Most High." The Jews worshipped in the 
Unity of the Godhead ; Christians, in the Trinity 
of Persons. The form of " Blessing" among them 
is in the name of One God, " The Lord bless 
thee ;" but our Christian Blessing is in the name 
of the Three persons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost; intimating, that it is derived from the 
Love of God, obtained through the Grace of our 

^ 2 Cor. xiii. 14. * Ecclesiasticus U 19. 

f2 
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Lord Jesus Christ, and conveyed to us by the 
Fellowship of the Holy Ghost. 

As there is little difference between the Morn- 
ing and the Evening Service, what has been ob- 
served concerning the former, may be applicable 
to the latter. 

Here foUoweth the Litany^ or General Supplica- 
tion, to be sung or said after Morning Prayer 
upon Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and 
at other times when it shall he commanded by 
the Ordinary, 

The " Litany" is here defined a " Supplica- 
tion ;" an earnest kind of prayer, which was an- 
ciently accompanied with Fasting ; and is there- 
fore appointed to be used on Wednesday and 
Friday, the two ancient days of Fasting ; because 
the " Bridegroom was then taken away," having 
been betrayed by Judas on Wednesday, and cru- 
cified on Friday. It is also called a " General 
Supplication;" because it comprehends three 
kinds of petition, petition against evil, petition for 
good, and petition for others.' Here is a parti- 
cular enumeration of all the common wants of 

f 1 Tim. ii. 1. 
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Christians ; and petitions applicable to every pos- 
sible necessity. 

The use of what may be called " Litanies," 
may be traced in the Old Testament ; where they 
were sometimes accompanied with a solemn Fast, 
and the Priests were ordered to supplicate and to 
intercede for the House of Israel, about to be de- 
voured by a great army; saying, " Spare thy peo- 
ple, O Lord." * These words were repeated by 
them, ** weeping between the porch and the Al- 
tar." The Litany was anciently said in the same 
place, between the porch and the Altar : and in. 
our Cathedral Churches, to this day, according 
to the injunctions of King Edward VI. and 
Queen Elizabeth, the Priests, with others of the 
Choir, were ordered to kneel in the midst of the 
Church, and sing, or say, plainly and distinctly, 
the Litany. The Litany of the Jews was first« 
formed, to avert the wrath of God, at the time 
of a public calamity ; and those remarkable Lita- 
nies recorded in the Christian Church, were 
framed at the time of some remarkable visitations 
of the Almighty. The first remarkable Litany 
was made by Mamercus, Bishop of Vienna, in 
460, upon the incursion of wild beasts, and is 
called the " Lesser Litany." Another was made 
by Pope Gregory the Great, in 600, at the time 

»Joelii. 17. 
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of a pestilential disease, and is called the " Greater 
Litany." Both have ever since been used in the 
Western Church. There are, however, earlier 
traces of Litanies, or general Supplications, 
though in a form not so distinct, from the tes- 
timonies of St. Augustine, St. Cyprian, and Ter- 
tullian, as well as from the Apostolical constitu- 
tions ; in which are some expressions which are 
contained in Gregory's Litany.** Our present 
" Litany" was formed chiefly out of the Li- 
tany of Gregory, and many boast of as equal 
antiquity as the " Collects." He compiled it 
from more ancient Liturgies, improved with 
some additions of his own.* It is used upon 
the Fasting Days of the Church, Wednesday 
and Friday, upon the Lord's Day, and upon 
Festivals. It was the ancient custom to use 
these Litanies at the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper ; and therefore it is ordered, that *' im- 
mediately before the time of Communion of the 
Sacrament, the Priests kneel, and sing, or say, 
the Litany." 

In the beginning, our prayers are directed to 
the Trinity, first separately, and afterwards 
jointly. It is a kind of Creed, or Confession of 
Faith ; and, as we call ourselves '' miserable sin- 

^ Durandus, Lib, 8. c. 10 and 13. 
i Clem. Const. 1. 8. c. 5, 6, 1 0. 
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ners," it is a confession of sin- The Church of 
England worships ** one God in Trinity, and Tri- 
nity in Unity." No Liturgy, ancient or modern, 
ever contained a sentence more forcible, than this 
Invocation. The first Confession of sin in our 
Liturgy, and the Confession of Faith in the 
Apostles' Creed, are repeated after the Minister 
by the whole Congregation; the same also is 
directed in the reading of these short forms, in 
which the former Confessions are united.^ 

The petitions against evils, incident either to 
soul or body, are concluded with an earnest sup- 
plication, the Congregation saying, ** Good Lord, 
deliver us." These short ejaculations stimulate 
our devotion by exciting in us an apprehension 
of misery and distress. The petitions for others 
also conclude with an earnest supplication of the 
Congregation, " we beseech tbee to hear us, 
Good Lord." 

Bishop Andrews has observed, that in the In- 
carnation of our Lord, by his Nativity, Circum- 
cision, Baptism, Fasting and Temptation, his 
Agony, Bloody Sweat, Cross, Passion, Death and 
Burial, " God was manifest in the flesh ;'' by his 
Resurrection, Ascension, and the Coming of the 
Holy Ghost, '* he was justified in the spirit.'*' 

^ These fonns were andently called iKTivti^ iiiftniQ, earneU, or 
fervent, petitions. 

1 1 Timothy iii. 10. 
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When we here deprecate evil, we proceed from 
the evil of sin to the evil of punishment. The 
words " Rebellion and Schism," were added after 
the Restoration, at the last Review in 1661. 

When we intercede for good, we begin with 
the holy Catholic, or Universal, Church, the com- 
mon mother of all Christians ; and then to that 
part of it, which is established among ourselves. 
We proceed to pray for the King, and the Royal 
Family, and for every order and degree of man, 
in Church and State, spiritual and temporal. 
We pray for the good of all men ; for the piety 
of the faithful; for the- right understanding and 
conversion of the deceived or mistaken ; for the 
confirmation of the weak, the relief of the afflicted,^ 
the preservation of the distressed, the reconcili- 
ation of enemies, the grant of plenty, and of things 
necessary for the body ; and for pardon of sins, 
and for what is necessary for the soul. After this 
exact and regular enumeration of all evils to be 
deprecated, and of all good to be implored, it will 
be impossible to find, after the most diligent re- 
search, any other performance, whether extem- 
porary or composed, more copious and compre- 
hensive, more exact in its method, and more so- 
lemn in its expressions, than this Litany. 

The conclusion of it, is not less excellent. It 
began with addresses to the Trinity, afterwards 
to the Son ; and now again it addresses the Tri- 
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nity in versicles and answers. It closes with our 
Lord's own sublime and comprehensive prayer. 
After the repeated supplication^ that " God would 
arise, help, and deliver us for his Name's sake, 
and for his Honor," it ends with the Doxology, 
and some versicles and answers^ in the language 
of imprecation and sorrow. 

Such addresses can never be unseasonable. 
They are adapted equally to a stcite of adversity 
and prosperity; and are a kind of paraphrase 
upon the petitions in the Lord's Prayer. Many 
triumphant Hymns are interwoven in David's pe« 
nitential Psalms. Oppressed with sin, and sor- 
row, and affliction, we naturally break forth into 
the language of contrition, gratitude, and glad- 
ness. When blind Bartimaeus repeatedly broke 
forth into this very ejaculation, " Jesus, thou Son 
of David, have mercy on me ;" his cry was heard, 
and his blindness cured. Our Saviour did not 
object to the repetition of his request ; and the 
poor man succeeded, not because of his poverty, 
but because of his importunity. 

The Service of the " Litany" is finished with a 
Collect by the Priest in behalf of the people, who 
say " Amen." It is, that our troubles and adver- 
sities may be sanctified. 

This Collect is taken altogether firom the Sacra- 
mentary of Gregory. In after times it was cor- 
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rupted with the insertion of the words, '* the in- 
tercession of Saints;" which were expunged by 
the Reformers of the Liturgy, who added the 
following sentence, as an antidote to the corrup- 
tion — "Grant, that in all our troubles, we may put 
our whole trust and confidence in thy mercy/' 

The prayer of St. Chrysostom, here printed, is 
used also when there is no Litany, in the morning 
and evening Services. 



PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS. 

UPON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 

TO BE USED BEFORE THE TWO FINAL PRAYERS 
OF THE LITANY, OR OF MORNING OR EVENING 
PRAYER. 

Of these occasional prayers and thanksgivings^ 
it may be proper to say, that the prayers for 
** rain," and for " fair weather," were in the first 
Book of King Edward VI., and then placed at 
the end of the Communion Service ; to which, in 
the second Book of King Edward VI., were 
added the prayers "in the time of dearth," **war/* 
and '* plague." These five prayers were then 
inserted in the place, where they now are. The 
prayers for ** Ember Weeks," for the '* Par- 
liament," and '^ for all conditions of men,*^ were 
added at the last Review, in 1661. In Canon SI, 
Anno 1603, it was ordered, that Deacons and 
Ministers be ordained only on the Sundays im- 
mediately following the Jejunia quatuor tempo- 
rum, commonly called " Ember Weeks." This 
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decree is as old as Gelasius, who appointed them 
about the year 530. 

THE COLLECTS, EPISTLES, AND GOSPELS, TO BE 
USED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

The following '* Epistles" and ** Gospels" seem 
tabe taken from Coverdale's Translation, printed 
in 1540. 

The Canonical year commences with " Advent." 
This Sunday is always nearest to the comme- 
moration of St. Andrew. 

** Advent" was a Fast, nearly coeval in its insti- 
tution with the Feast of the Nativity itself. The 
duration of this Fast varied at different periods, 
and was intended to dispose Christians to the due 
celebration of our Lord's Nativity. 

Four " Advent" Sundays are appointed before 
Christmas, as a preparation for the Advent of 
Christ in the flesh. 

The " Collect" is taken out of, and refers to» 
both the Epistle and Gospel. The first part is 
clearly the words of the Epistle. The '* Epistle" 
prepares us to behold his coining with joy and 
gladness."* The ** Gospel" refers also to the birth 

** Isaiah Ix. 1. 
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of Christy as well as to his Passion. '^ Blessed is 
He, that Cometh in the name of the Lord." 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

The '* Collect" is taken from the " Epistle," 
and is an excellent prayer for all times. The 
** Epistle" mentions the first coming of Christ, 
for the salvation even of the Gentiles. The Gos- 
pel alludes to the second coming of Christ to 
Judgment ; which is an excellent preparation for 
the welcome reception of his first coming. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

This Week is one of the four Ember Weeks. 
The " Episde" mentions the second coming of 
Christ; the ^ ^* Gospel" the first coming. The 
" Collect" prays for the benefit of it. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

The " Collect" prays for mercy to miserable 
sinners. The '* Epistle" and *^ Gospel" present 
Christ before us, not in prophecy, but in reality. 
" Behold the Lamb of God." 
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD^ OR THE BIRTH^DAY 
OF CHRIST, COMMONLY CALLED CHRISTMAS-DAY. 

The " Collect," « Epistle/' and " Gospel," are 
all plainly suitable to the Day ; as well as the 
Psalms for the Evening Service, and the Lessons 
for both. The observation of this day was never 
omitted in the earliest times.^ 

In King Edward's first Book, the Eucharist 
was twice celebrated upon Christmas Day. In 
the second Communion, the Introit, Collect, Epis- 
tle, and Gospel, were different from those of the 
first. In King Edward's second Book, the first 
Communion was omitted. 

ST. Stephen's day. — st. john the evange- 
list's DAY. — THE innocents' DAY. 

Immediately after Christmas, follow the Fes- 
tivals of " St. Stephen," " St. John," and '' Inno- 
cents ;" not because this was the time of their 
suffering, but because they were fit attendants 
upon the Nativity of Christ. St. Stephen first, 
who suffered Martyrdom, in the acknowledgment 
of the Faith : St. John, who was miraculously de- 
livered out of the boiling caldron, into which he 

° St. Augustine Ep, 119, — St. Chrysostom, Oral, de Natal. Dam. 
Tom. 5. Edit. Savile. 
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was put before Port-Latin in Rome; the holy 
Innocents^ who were esteemed Martyrs, because 
they suffered for Christ ; whose praise these his 
witnesses confessed, and *' shewed forth not in 
speaking, but in dying." The observation of 
these days is very ancient. St. Augustine has 
sermons upon all these days.^ St. Chrysostom 
has sermons upon St. Stephen and Innocents; 
and Origen mentions it in his commentary upon 
the words, " a voice was heard in Rama." 

THE SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS-DAY. 

This Sunday has the same " Collect " as on 
Christmas-day. The « Epistle " and '* Gospel," 
have reference to the birth of Christ. 

THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST. 

This Feast is supposed to be of later institution. 
Many of the ancients, indeed, mention the Octave 
of Christmas and New-year's-Day, but do not 
mention the Feasts of Circumcision. The " Epis- 
tle," " Gospel," and ** Collect," are particularly 
adapted to the service of the day. 

o Tom. 10. 
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THE EPIPHANY, OR THE MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST 

TO THE GENTILES. 

The Epiphany is a Greek word, signifying 
" Manifestation." On this day the Star appeared 
to manifest Christ to the wise men. It has .been 
said, that on this day Christ was baptized. The 
"CoUect," "Epistle," and "Gospel," are in 
remarkable allusion to the day. ^ 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

From Christmas to the Epiphany, the assump- 
tion of human nature by Christ, is set forth. 
From the Epiphany to Septuagesima, especially 
in the four next Sundays after the Epiphany, his 
glory and divinity are shewn, by reference to 
some of his Miracles. The " Gospel" mentions 
Christ's appearance to the Doctors of the Jews ; 
and that he astonished all his hearers with his 
miraculous answers. The " Epistle " exhorts us 
to make a spiritual use of the mysterious offerings 
of the wise men, especially of Myrrh, signifying 
the mortification of the flesh, and the offering of 
our bodies, as a holy sacrifice to God by Christ. 

P St. Augustine de temp. Sen 32. 
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The " Collect " prays for grace to enable us to 
these performances. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

The " Collect'* recommends to God the sup- 
plications of the people. The " Gospel " mentions 
the turning of water into wine ; by which miracle 
he first displayed his glory and his goodness in 
administering to the necessities of others. To 
this virtue we are exhorted in the " Epistle," that 
whatever gifts we enjoy, we may use them, as 
Christ did, to the benefit of others. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

The '' Collect " prays to God through Christ 
to heal us. The '* Gospel " is concerning our 
Lord's cure pf the Leper, who believed in him, 
and the cure ' of the servant of the Centurion. 
The " Epistle " endeavours to prevent the con- 
tagious sins of pride, malice, and revenge. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

The " Gospel " treats of Christ's miraculous 
stilling of the waves and the wind. By the 
tempest on the sea, may be signified those who 
endanger the tranquillity of the Church. The 

G 
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" Epistle " teaches and exhorts us to submit 
conscientiously to the power of Christ, that the 
Church may be safe. The " Collect " prays to 
God to keep the Church safe amidst the storms 
and waves that shake it. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

The " Collect " prays that God would keep 
his Church and Household continually in the 
true religion. The " Epistle " persuades us to 
be meek, gentle, and charitable. The four pre- 
ceding Sundays have in part displayed to us the 
glory of Christ, by the Miracles which he 
wrought among men. The " Gospel '* for this 
day alludes to his second coming to judgment, 
when he shall appear in his full glory, to reward 
the good, and to punish the wicked. 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

The "Collect" exhorts us to purity of life ; 
that we may resemble our Lord, when He comes 
again with power and glory. The " Epistle " 
exhorts us to good works. The " Gospel " con- 
tinues the same subject, and represents the 
coming of the Son of Man with power and great 
glory. 
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THE SUNDAY CALLED SEPTUAGESIMA^ OR THE 
THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT. 

Various reasons have been given for the use 
of the terms Septuagesima, Sexagesimal and 
Quinquagesima. They may perhaps be for the 
sake of round numbers^ counted backwards^ 
from the quadragesima, or fortieth day before 
Easter. 

The first Sunday in lent is called Quadragesima, 
containing about forty days from Easter. The 
Sunday before that is called Quinquagesima ; 
the Sunday before that, Sexagesima ; and the 
Sunday before that^ or the third Sunday before 
Lent^ is called Septuagesima. These three 
weeks were appointed^ as preparatory to the 
Fast of Lent^ that it might be more strictly ob- 
served. The observation of these three Sundays 
is as ancient as the time of Pope Gregory the 
Great. The ** Collect " prayjs for mercy and 
deliverance. The *' Epistle " persuades us to 
works of self-denial and abstinence. The '' Gos- 
pel" tells us^ that the vineyard of God is no 
place for the idle loiterer. All must work before 
they can receive their reward. 



G 2 
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THE SUNDAY CALLED SEXA6ESIMA9 OR THE 
SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT, 

The *' Collect " prays, that we be defended 
against all adversity. The *' Epistle " sets be- 
fore us the example of St. Paul, who was eminent 
for works of mortification and self-denial. The 
** Gospel " represents to us the danger of an 
external profession of religion, unless we bring 
forth the fruits of it, 

THE SUNDAY CALLED QUINQUAGESIMA, OR NEXT 

SUNDAY BEFORE LENT. 

This Sunday is sometimes called "Shrove- 
Sunday." The word " Shrove," is the preter 
tense of the Saxon verb " to shrive," that is to 
confess. ^' Shrove-tide " is Confession-time, 
" Tide," is time in the Saxon language. 

The two former Sundays have persuaded us 
to observe strictly religious exercises during the 
approaching Lent. But they little profit, unless 
they be accompanied with Faith and Charity. 
The " Collect," therefore, and the " Epistle," 
recommend Charity ; and the *' Gospel,** Faith 
in Christ, 
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THE FIRST DAY OF LENT, COMMONLY CALLED 

ASH-WEDNESDAY. 

The antiquity of " Lent " is beyond dispute. •* 
The custom of the Church has confirmed, that 
forty days should be observed before Easter. One 
Fast in the year of forty days was kept, at a con- 
venient time, according to the tradition of the 
Apostles. 

This Fast is called " Lent," from the time of 
the year in which it is kept. ** Lent," in the 
Saxon language, is Spring. 

This Fast of forty days of ** Lent," was in 
imitation of Moses and Elias in the Old Testa- 
ment ; but chiefly in imitation of our Saviour's 
Fast in the New Testament. 

The Church directs that all Christians should 
receive the Communion of the Lord's Supper at 
Easter ; and, therefore, appoints this time as a 
preparation by Prayer and Fasting. God com- 
manded the Israelites to cat bitter herbs before 
they partook of the Paschal Lamb. 

<i St Chrysostom in Heb, x. 9. — Ethic. Cyril. Catech, 5. Augus- 
tine Ep. 119. — Jerom. Ep, ad MarceU. — Ut quadraginta dies ante 
Pascham observentur Ecclesise consuetudo roboravit. — Nos uham 
quadragesimam toto anno, tempore congnio jejunamus, secundum 
traditionem Apostolonim. 
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The Church begins *' Lent" on " Ash-Wednes- 
day." It was anciently a day of extraordinary 
humiliation* Upon this day, ashes were sprinkled 
upon the head^ as a memorial of mortality. Heiice 
it was called Dies Cinerum, " Ash- Wednesday ;" 
and upon this day the people were accustomed to 
clothe themselves in sack-cloth^ the usual rites of 
penitents. ^ 

Notorious sinners were on this day put to open 
penance. 

The Church begins " Lent," on this day, to 
fill up the number of Fast days in " Lent." As 
Sunday was a high Festival in commemoration 
of our Saviour's joyful Resurrection, upon that 
day it never was the custom to fast. Six Sundays 
being taken out of the six weeks of " Lent" there 
remain but thirty-six fasting days ; but the addi- 
tion of four days of this week, makes the number 
of forty. 

The " Collect," " Epistle," and " Gospel" are 
most appropriate to the Service. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 

9 

The " Collect" directs a prayer to Christ ; in 
which we acknowledge his Divinity. The '* Epis- 

^ Isaiah Iviii. 5. 
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tie" exhorts to patience in affliction. The " Gos- 
pel" represents Christ's victory over temptations. 



THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ] 



The " Collect" prays to lie preserved from all 
evils of hody and mind. The " Epistle" persuades 
to temperance and abstinence. The " Gospel" 
teaches us to overcome temptation, hy stedfast 
and importunate prayer. 

The Week after "Ash- Wednesday" is "Em- 
ber Week." The word "Imbre" in Saxon, sig- 
nifies " ashes." It was the ancient custom to 
sprinkle ashes upon the heads of the people in 
the Ember Weeks. And as these seasons were 
observed with rigid abstinence, and not any thing 
permitted to be eaten until night, and then only 
cakes, baked under the embers or ashes, called 
Pattern Subcinerinium, or Ember-Bread, there can 
belittledoubt of the origin of the word " Ember." 

There are four Ember Weeks, called Jejunla 
quatuor temporum, the fasts of the four Seasons ; 
because they were kept in Spring, Summer, Au- 
tumn, and Winter. The first of these, begins 
upon Wednesday next after " Ash-Wednesday." 
The second, upon Wednesday next after " Whit- 
sunday." The third, upon Wednesday next after 
Holy Cross, September 14th. The fourth, upon 
Wednesday next after St. Lucie, December 13th. 
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The days of Fasting in these weeks are Wednes- 
day, Friday, and Saturday. Our Saviour was 
betrayed by Judas on Wednesday; on Friday, 
He was crucified ; and on Saturday, because of 
the grief of the Apostles at the loss of their Mas- 
ter, who was on that day in the Sepulchre. It 
had been the custom of the Jews to observe four 
solemn Fasts. ' Christians, in these religious du- 
ties, dedicated to God, as the first-fruits, the be- 
ginning of the difierent Seasons of the year, to 
obtain his blessing upon them during those pe- 
riods. It was to prepare for the solemn Ordi- 
nation of Ministers. In imitation of the Apostles, 
the Church prayed and fasted, before they laid 
their hands upon them. * These four Fasts have 
been anciently observed in the Church of Eng- 
land. In the Laws of King Canute," it says, 
** Let every man observe the Fasts that are com- 
manded, with all earnestness and care, whether it 
be the * Ember' Fast, or the * Lent' Fast, or any 
other Fast." * These Fasts are still appointed in 
the Church of England ; and have always been 
observed with Litanies, Prayers, and Fasting. ^ 

• Zech, viii. 19. « Acts xiii. 3. •» Chap. 16. 

' Spelman Concil. Brit. 256, 508, 546, 
y Can. 31. Jnn, Dom. 1603. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT. 

. The " Collect" prays for defence against our 
enemies. The " Epistle" exhorts to strictness of 
life and manners ; and the " Gospel" to persere- 
ranee in religious duties. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

The " Collect" prays for grace to be relieved 
from the punishment of sin. The " Epistle" alludes 
to that Jerusalem, which is above, which is free, 
and the mother of all. The " Gospel" reminds 
us of Christ's miraculous feeding of the multitude, 
and all those who hunger after Him, and his doc- 
trine* 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

This is called " Care-Sunday," or ** Passion- 
Simday." Now begins the commemoration of 
the Passion of our Lord. The " Epistle" treats 
of the Passion ; and the " Gospel" of the slander 
and malice of the Jews, who call him ** Sama- 
ritan." 

THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE EASTER. 

This is "Palm Sunday;" on, which day Christ 
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came from Bethany to Jerusalem^ and was re- 
ceived with joy and acclamation. Some strewed 
their garments, others cut down branches of pahn- 
treesy and spread them before Him* This week 
was anciently called^ the " Great- Week;" be- 
cause more service was to be performed in it, and 
on every day a second service. It was also called, 
the '* Holy-Week ;" every day of it being devoted 
to religious service. The Courts of Judicature 
were shut up ; civil affairs laid aside ; and prison- 
ers for small offences were freed. • It was also 
called, the ** Week of Fasts ;" because the extre- 
mity of fasting was exercised. When they did 
eat, their refreshment was only bread, salt, and 
water.* 

The " Epistles," and " Gospels," of this week 
have reference to Christ's Passion, to the contem- 
plation of which it is solely dedicated. 

The " Palm"-Tree was in former times solemn- 
ly blessed, and some of its branches burnt to 
ashes, and used by the Priests on the '* Ash- Wed- 
nesday" in the following year. The " Box'* was 
substituted at Rome, and the " Yew" in England. 
From the latter circumstance some writers account 
for the Yew-tree, often to be seen in our ancient 
Church yards. 

* Chrysostom Horn, 30 in 10 Cap. 
a Epiphan. adv, Aerium, 
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On Thursday before Easter, our Saviour 
washed the feet of his Disciples, as a token of 
humility and charity, and commanded all his fol- 
lowers ** to do likewise." Hence it is called Dies 
Mandati, or " Maundy-Thursday/' 

Maund was anciently a name for a hand-bas* 
ket, derived from the Saxon word Maud, and by 
some, from Mantts. It is probable, that it gave 
the name to the basket, instead of the word to 
the day. Baskets of provisions were at this time 
distributed by the Clergy to relieve the poor. 

On this day, the penitents, who had been ex- 
communicated the Church upon '' Ash- Wednes- 
day," were again admitted ; and there was a holy 
Communion in commemoration of that Institution 
on this day by our Saviour himself. The Epis- 
tle refers to this Ceremony. Penitents were now 
again allowed to receive the Communion, 

GOOD FRIDAY. 

This day, called " Good-Friday," is a strict 
Fast. The Gospel is appropriately taken out of 
St. John, because he was present at the Cruci- 
fixion of our Lord, and^ when others had fled, 
stood by the Cross. The testimony of him is 
read, who saw it. The '* Collect" prays for '* all 
Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics." 
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He died for his enemies, and the Church prays 
for them. This day was observed with great 
solemnity before the time of Eusebius. ^ 



EASTER EVEN. 



The " Gospel" treats of Christ's body lying in 
the grave ; the " Epistle/' of the descent of his 
soul into the place of departed spirits. 



EASTER-DAY. 



The time of Easter is reckoned from Shrove- 
Tuesday in the New Moon after Candlemas ; the 
Sunday six weeks, from that time, is Easter. Epi- 
phanius says, it is the highest of all Feasts. <^ 

Instead of the usual " Venite," the Church uses 
particular Anthems concerning Christ's Resur- 
rection, printed before the " Collect." We are 
directed to rejoice at the event of our Lord's 
Resurrection, in the language of the Apostles 
themselves. " Christ is risen."** 

The " Collect" prays for grace to make that 
use of this great event, which the " Epistle" di- 
rects. The " Gospel" gives us the fullest evi- 
dence of it. 

b Euseb. Hist. Lib. 2. c. 17. Eusebius lived in the early part of 
the fourth Century. 

^ EpiphaniuB lived about the year 350. 
^ Luke xxiv. 34. 
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Of the antiquity of this Feast, there are innu- 
merable testimonies. ^ It has been observed '^ from 
the first day of the Passion until now/' says Eu- 
sebiusy in his Life of Constantine the Great. ^ 

Pius 1.9 who was Bishop of Rome in 142^ and 
suffered 157, made a decree, that the annual so- 
lemnity of this Feast should be observed only on 
the Lord's Day ; ^ and was to take place on the 
Sunday after the fourteenth day of the March 
moon. 

MONDAY IN EASTER WEEK. 
TUESDAY IN EASTER WEEK. 

These two holy days are added, in honour of 
this high Feast ; and are of great antiquity. ^ 

THE riRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

This is the eighth day after Easter. It was the 
ancient custom to observe the Octave, or eighth 
day, of the chief Feasts. Upon every Octave, 
some part of that Service was repeated, which 
was performed upon the Feast itself. Hence the 
" Collect" used upon Easter-Day, is repeated 

« St. Augustine £p. 118. ^ Lib. d.c. 17. 

S Bingham's Antiquit. of the Christian Church, b. 20. ch. 5. 
Sect 3. 

•• St. August, de civilate. 
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upon this day. The "Epistle" exhorts those 
who have been baptized, to endeavour to over- 
come the worlds which at their baptism they vowed 
to do. The " Gospel" shews that Christ con- 
versed with his Disciples after his Resurrection, 
instructing and confirming them in their Faith. 

This Sunday is called '* Low-Sunday;" because 
it is the Octave of Easter. That Sunday was 
called the " high" Feast, and this the " low" 
Feast. * They who were baptized on Easter-Eve, 
wore seven days after, white garments, called 
" Chrysoms ;" signs of purity, which they re- 
ceived in Baptism. On this day, they put off 
these white garments. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

The last Sunday instructed the new Christians 
to unitate Christ, in rising from sin to newness of 
life. This Sunday also instructs the Shepherds 
of the flock, to imitate their great Shepherd. The 
" Collect" prays for our imitation of His holy life. 
The " Epistle" sets before us his great patience 
and goodness in the work of our Redemption. 

i It was also called, Dominica in albis. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

In this " Collect," the Church alludes to that 
other ancient Paschal solemnity, the general 
Baptism^ which was used at this time. The 
ancient Christians were accustomed to observe 
an anniversary commemoration of their Baptism, 
solemnly with oblations and other reUgious servi- 
ces, celebrating the anniversary day of their new 
Birth. The ** Collect " alludes to the same cus- 
tom, reminding us this day of our Baptism, and 
of our vow made at that time, and praying that 
we may be enabled to keep it. The same inten- 
tion is expressed in the '* Epistle," to persuade 
us to walk according to our profession. In the 
*' Gospel," our Saviour tells his disciples, that 
though they should " lament " his death, their 
sorrow should ** be turned into joy, which no 
man should take from them," after his Resurrec- 
tion. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

The time from Easter to Whitsuntide (Pen- 
tecost) is full of joy and gratitude for the Resur- 
rection, and for the promised Comforter. These 
great events are chiefly the subject of the 
" Gospels " during that interval. The ** Epis- 
tles" within the same period admonish us of 
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duties, answerable to the same, of faith in Christ, 
of rising from the grave of sin, of patience, love, 
meekness, and charity. They exhort us to fol- 
low his example, with the promise of his Spirit 
to guide, strengthen, and comfort us. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

The last " Gospel " promised the Comforter. 
The « Epistle " and « Gospel "" on this day, 
direct us how to obtain the accomplishment of 
that promise. Two conditions are required on 
our part to receive the promised Comforter — 
our prayers, which the " Gospel " teaches, and 
our love to God, and obedience to his Command- 
ments, to which the " Epistle " exhorts. ^ The 
" Collect " prays, that we may feel the fruits and 
comfort of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 

This is called " Rogation Sunday," because 
upon the three following days, prayers (Roga- 
tions) and Litanies were used. They are pre- 
paratory to the observation of our Lord's ascen- 
sion on the following Thursday, which the 
'* Gospel" foretels. 

The service appointed in the "Rogation Days,** 
of the Processions of the boundaries of Parishes, 
was the 103d and 104th Psalms, with the Litany 

^ St* John xiv. 15* 
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and Suffrages^ and the Homily of Thanks- 
giving. ^ 

The two Psalms were to be said at convenient 
places in the common perambulation ; the people 
giving thanks to God in beholding his benefits, 
the increase and abundance of his profits upon 
the earth. 

At their return to the Church, they were to 
say the rest of the service mentioned in the 
Injunctions of Queen Elizabeth, 18, 19. 

. THE ASCENSION-DAY. 

For this day there are appointed Lessons and 
Psalms. In the '* Collect" we are taught to pray^ 
that we may, as far as possible, conform to our 
Lord in ascension. In the Lessons, Psalms, and 
" Gospel," his ascension is prefigured and repre- 
sented. In the " Epistle," we are taught not to 
wander after unprofitable objects, but to behave 
that with comfort we may behold Him at his 
second coming, to judge the earth. " The whole 
service is suitable to the day, and remarkable for 
its harmony and agreement. 

The antiquity of this day is proved from 
writers of the earliest authority. " 

' Artie, in the 7th of Queen Elizabeth. » Acts i. 1 !• 

" Epiphanius^—^St* Augustine £p. 118. 

H 
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SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION-DAY. 

This is called ** Expectation-week." The 
Apostles were now anxiously expecting the ac- 
complishment of the promise of our Lord ; " If I 
go away^ I will send the Comforter to you."** 
The " Epistle " exhorts to earnest prayer for the 
Comforter, promised in the " Gospel," whichi the 
Church performs in the " Collect." 

WHIT-SUNDAY. 

It was upon this day that the Holy Ghost 
came down from heaven upon his Church, as the 
*' Epistle " tells us, according to the promise in 
the ** Gospel." 

This day was also anciently appointed for solemn 
Baptism^ because it was at this time in which the 
Apostles were baptized " with the Holy Ghost, 
and with Fire ;" p and three thousand of them 
were baptized by St. Peter. •» 

This day is called ** Pentecost," because it is 
fifty days between the true Passover and Whit- 
sunday. It is also called Whit-sunday, from the 
glorious light of heaven which was then sent 
down upon the earth from the Father of lights. 

*> St. Johnxvi. 17. PActsii. 3. 

*» Acts ii. 41.— Gratian. Dt Consec. Dis* 3. c 13. 
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There were fifty days from the Jews' Passover to 
the promulgation of the law to Moses on Mount 
Sinai ; from the fourteenth day of the first month, 
the day of the Passover, to the third day of the 
third month, the day on which the law was de- 
livered, ' are forty days. From the true Passover, 
which was celebrated when Christ offered him- 
self for us, are fifty days to this time, at which 
the Holy Ghost descended upon the Apostles. 
It is unquestionable, that the Old and New 
Testaments exactly agree. The fifty days are 
not to be reckoned from the very day of the 
Passover, but from the Sunday following. God 
directed the Jews in speaking of their Feast of 
weeks, • " and ye shall count from the morrow 
after the Sabbath, from that day seven weeks 
shall be complete." 

** Whit-sunday " was called Dominica in albis. 
The Greeks called Easter KvptaK^ \afi7rpa, the 
bright Sunday i because on that day the newly 
baptized persons wore white. But the Latins 
gave these days their names from the Resurrec- 
tion and the Pentecost ; and the octave of Easter, 

*■ Exodus xix. — L'Estrange conjectures, that Whit-sunday is de- 
nved from the French word Huidj which signifies eight, Whit- 
sunday will be Huid-sunday, or the eighth day from Easter. 

* Leviticus xxiii, 15. 

* See before, on The First Sunday after Easter, 

n2 
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or " Low Sunday/' is by them called Dominica 
in aibis. 

Appropriate Lessons and Psalms are ordered 
for this day. The " Collect," '* Epistle," and 
'' Gospel/' together with the Lessons and 
Psalms, are particularly applicable to the history 
of the day. It has been observed as a Festival 
from the earliest Christian i£ra« 

MONDAY IN WHITSUN-WEEK. 
TUESDAY IN WHITSUN-WEEK. 

This is one of the four Ember-weeks. The 
" Epistles " for these two days refer to the de- 
scent of the Holy Ghost, and to the Covenant 
of Baptism, of which the Church frequently re- 
minds us, that our minds may be improved by 
these useful meditations. 

TRINITY-SUNDAY. 

In ancient Rituals and Liturgies this day was 
considered as an octave of Pentecost ; and the 
observation of it, as the Feast of the Trinity, was 
of later date. " 

The Church having celebrated the praises of 
the Trinity in her Doxologies, Hymns, Creeds, 
and Litanies, it might seem that there was no 

" Decretal. Lib 2- T- 9. Dt Ferih, 
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need of a Feast on one day, which was performed 
upon each. But it has been thought proper that 
so great a mystery should be the particular sub- 
ject of one day, and this was the appointed day. 
Proper Lessons are appointed for the service. 
The ** Epistle " and the •* Gospel '* are the same 
as in ancient services were assigned for the 
octave of Pentecost. The vision of St. John,, 
and the dialogue of our Lord with Nicodemus, 
are well adapted to this Feast of the Trinity. * 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

The Church having now finished the cele- 
bration of the High Festivals, and having placed 
before us the great mystery of our Redemption, 
it proceeds, in an orderly manner, to use such 
*' Collects," " Epistles," and " Gospels," as are 
most suitable to the wants and affections of 
men. 

From this time till " Advent,"* the *' Collects " 
are applicable to every one. Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, the graces and gifts of the Holy Ghost 
are more or less the subject of the " Collects " 
and the " Epistles," and taught, confirmed, and 

« The Sunday after Pentecost, or Trinity-sunday, wag some- 
times also called Rclique-sunday* 
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exemplified in the Gospels. The ^' Collects '' 
are general Invocations to God for the assistance 
of his Holy Spirit^ in humility and sincerity. 

There is a peculiar harmony between the 
« Epistles " and the '' Gospels." The " Gospels-' 
treat of the doctrine^ actions, and miracles of our 
Saviour. To be charitable, of heavenly dispo- 
sition, penitent, merciful, humble, peaceable^ 
veligious, compassionate, and thankful; to trust 
in God, and be obedient to his precepts, are the 
lessons taught us in these Gospels. From his 
healing of the sick, and going about to do good, 
we may learn to employ the power and ability we 
have, in works of mercy and goodness. He who 
raised the dead, and performed such stupendous 
works, can be no other than the Saviour of the 
world; able to protect us even against death 
itself, to raise our bodies from the grave, and to 
glorify them hereafter. 

The Church thus concludes its annual course 
of service ; having given us, in such time and 
order, as are best adapted to make the deepest 
impression, the chief matter and substance of the 
four Evangelists. 

It is to be observed, that all the " Gospels " 
for Sundays, subsequent to Easter-day, are 
taken out of St. John, the beloved disciple of 
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our Lord, who gives us many of Ins last and 
most tender and affectionate words previous to 
his Passion and Ascension. The two first 
" Epistles " are here taken from the same 
Apostle, who reminds us with the most earnest 
affection, of that Spirit which our Lord pro- 
mised for our Comforter, and of its great effect 
and proof, the " love of one another." In the 
" Epistle " for the third Sunday, we are re- 
minded, by St. Peter, of submission and humility, 
of sobriety and vigilance, faith, and patience in 
affliction, with an exhortation to " cast our care 
upon God, who cares for us." The fifth exhorts 
us to love, peace, innocence, and other spiritual 
affections. The rest of the Epistles relate to the 
same matter, to newness of life, and all the fruita 
and gifts of God's Spirit. They are taken, with 
two exceptions, in their order from St. Paul's 
Epistles to the Homans, Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, The 
" Epistle " for the twenty-fifth, or last Sunday 
after Trinity, is an appropriate preparation for 
Advent. The same is implied in the Gospel. 
The " Epistle " for the eighteenth Sunday, is 
from the first to the Corinthians. This " Epistle" 
is well adapted to the service of Ordination of 
Ministers. It was the ancient custom to have 
proper services for Wednesday, Friday, and 
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Saturday, in each " Ember-week," before the 
holy orders were conferred. In ancient rituals, 
the service of " Ember-week" was placed imme- 
diately before that of this Sunday. ^ 

The petitions contained in the " Collects " are 
pious effusions in perfect harmony with the 
*' Epistles " and " Gospels." They pray, that 
God would be pleased to prevent and follow us 
always with his grace, and with his mercy in all 
things to direct and rule our hearts, to stir up our 
wills and affections ; to pour into our hearts the 
love of his nature ; that we ask such things as 
shall please him ; to think and to do always such 
things as be right ; to please him both in will 
and deed ; that he would increase, nourish, and 
preserve us in true Religion and in all good- 
ness ; to give unto us the increase of faith, hope, 
and charity ; that we may live according to his 
will, and with pure and free hearts to follow him ; 
that we accomplish those things he would have 
done; that we may be cleansed and delivered 
from all our offences ; have pardon, peace, pro- 
tection, and defence ; plentifully bring forth the 
fruits of good works, and by him be plenteously 
rewarded, and obtain his promises, which exceed 
all that we can desire. 

y Liber Sacramentorum* — St« Hierom. Lectionarius. — St. Qreg. 
Antiphonarius. 
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Such requests as these are presented to God, 
and are fit meditations preparatory to the ap- 
proaching " Advent." And they are fit medita- 
tions for the conclusion of the year; and em)>race 
those subjects^ which are the substance of our 
Creed, the end of our Faith, and the reward of 
our Piety — " the Resurrection of the body, and 
Life everlasting." 

SAINT Andrew's day. 

The observation of Saints' Days was very an- 
cient in the Church. We are told, that in the 
time of St. Augustine, the Anniversaries of the 
sufferings of the Martyrs were celebrated.* The 
Church of Smyrna, in the year 147, says the 
same.^ 

The Anniversary of " St. Andrew's Day" is 
the first, that is held sacred, because he first 
came to Christ, and followed him before any of 
the other Apostles.** He had been a disciple of 
John the Baptist ; and by the testimony given of 
him by the Baptist, he became his follower. He 
brought also his brother, Simon Peter, to Christ' 

* Cone. Carthag. 3. c. 47 — St August, in Ps. 88. Chrysostom 
Horn' 66. ad Pop. Antioch.— St. Cyprian Lib. 4. Ep. 5. 

a Eusebius Hist. Lib, 4. c* 15. b St* John i. 38. 

c St. John i. 42. 
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He said, ''we have found the Messiah/' Hi^ day 
is therefore properly observed at the beginniDg 
of *' Advent/' of which he pronounced the ti- 
dings. 

After the Ascension of our Saviour, St. Andrew 
departed for Scythia, where, and in the neigh- 
bouring countries, he planted the Gospel. He 
then went to Patrae in Achaia, where^ because he 
endeavoured to convert the Proconsul -^geas, 
he was, by that Governor's orders, scourged and 
then crucified. 

This Festival was commemorated as early as 
the year 359 ; and the ancient martyrologies agree 
in celebrating it upon the thirtieth of November. 

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE. 

St. Thomas was the only one of the eleven, who 
doubted the fact of our Saviour's Resurrection, 
till he had satisfied himself, by feeling the marks 
of his wounds. Our Saviour graciously conde- 
scended to allow this proof; which drew from 
Thomas that generous acknowledgment, '^ My 
Lord, and My God." He was surnamed *' Didy- 
mus," or the Twin. He preached the Gospel in 
the Eastern countries, and at last sufiered mar- 
tyrdom in India. 

This Festival was instituted in 1130; and is 
observed on the twenty-first of December. 
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THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL. 

The Martyrdom of other Saints, or the days 
of their death, are celebrated by the Church. 
But the ** Conversion" of St. Paul is appointed 
to be kept holy. The reasons of this Service are 
obvious — that no sinner, however great, may des- 
pair of pardon — that we may express our joy at 
his ** Conversion/' and at the Miracle wrought at 
the same time. 

His History, which is so well known, and which 
is fully confirmed by his own writings, need not 
here be repeated. 

This great Apostle was beheaded at Rome on 
the twenty-ninth of June, in the year 66 ; and 
was buried on the way of Ostium ; where, over 
his tomb, a magnificent Church was built, which 
is still in existence.' 

This Festival is observed on the twenty-fifth 
of January.* 

^ Calm^t's Diet. 

® See Lord Lyttelton's Observations on the Conversion qfSt. Paul* 



108 ANNOTATIONS 



THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE, 
COMMONLY CALLED, THE PURIFICATION OF SAINT 
MARY THE VIRGIN. 

This is a double Feast, in memory of Mary's 
" purification," the fortieth day after the birth, 
which she observed, according to the Law ;' as 
well as to commemorate our Lord's ** presenta- 
tion" in the Temple, of which the Gospel reminds 
us. Thus presented in the Temple, our Saviour 
offered himself a living oblation for us ; that the 
obedience of his life might be our example and 
imitation. 

The Feast of the *' Annunciation," » and the 
observation of this day, are of very ancient date.*" 
It is observed on the second of February. 

SAINT Matthias's day. 

St. Matthias was chosen into the number of the 
twelve Apostles, to supply the place of Judas. 
He had been a constant attendant upon our Sa- 
viour, during all the time of his Ministry ; and is 
supposed to have been one of the seventy disci- 
ples. He preached the Gospel in Judaea, and 

f Leviticus xii. 4. S Athanas. de Deipara* 

** Cyril. — Alex.— Greg. Naz. in Diem, 
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afterwards in Ethiopia, where he suffered Mar- 
tyrdom. 

This Festival is observed on the twenty-fourth 
of February. 

THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY. 

This Festival is of great antiquity. Its origin 
is given as early as the year 350. In our Church 
it is held as a joyful Festival, commemorating the 
Mystery of the Incarnation ; as announcing the 
tidings which the Angel Gabriel brought to the 
Virgin Mary of the Incarnation of our Saviour.' 

This Feast is solemnized with us on the twenty- 
fifth of March. 

SAINT mark's day. 

The pious and exemplary exertions of this 
Evangelist are commemorated upon this day. 
He was descended from Jewish parents, of the 
tribe of Levi. It was at the house of his mother^ 
Mary, at Jerusalem, that the disciples of our Sa- 
viour usually assembled. . He was first brought 
to the knowledge of divine truth by St. Peter, 
who calls him^ '^ Marcus, his Son," as a testimony 

* The Greeks call this Festival ivayytXiOfiog, good-tidingt ; and 
XttiptritrnoQf taiutation. 
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of his great afTection. It was at Rome, that he 
compiled, from the discourses of St. Peter, to 
whom he became a constant attendant, his invalu- 
able Gospel. He preached the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity in Egypt, and established a Bishopric in 
Alexandria. Here he was barbarously destroyed 
in the year 68, upon the twenty-fifth of April, the 
day on which his Festival is observed. 

SAINT PHILIP AND SAINT JAMEs's DAY. 

The person, whose anniversary was on this day 
commemorated, was Philip the Apostle^ whom 
the Gospel mentions. St. James is not one of 
the sons of Zebedee whose day is kept in July, 
but James, who was related to our Lord, the first 
Bishop of Jerusalem, and who wrote the " Epis- 
tle," part of which is, this day, read. 

St. Philip was a native of Bethsaida. His first 
intercourse and call by Christ ; his conversation 
with Nathanael ; his presence at the Miracle of 
feeding five thousand men, besides women and 
children ; and other remarkable circumstances in 
which he was an actor, are chiefly recorded by 
St. John. In Upper Asia, his endeavours to 
plant the Gospel were highly successful. He 
afterwards came to Hierapolis in Phrygia, a city 
much addicted to idolatry; where, having ren- 
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dered himself obnoxious to the ruling authorities, 
he was cruelly put to death. 

St. James was the brother of Jude, and the son 
of Cleophas and Mary, the sister of the mother 
of our Lord. He is called in the Scriptures the 
** Just," and the '* Brother" of Jesus, who appear- 
ed to him in particular after his Resurrection. 
He was barbarously murdered, about the year 
62, at Jerusalem. 

This Feast is observed by the Christian Church 
on the first day of May ; ^ and falls within the 
Paschal solemnity between Easter and Whitsun- 
tide ; during which time the ancient Church was 
accustomed to commemorate not one Saint alone, 
but all of them. 

SAINT BARNABAS THE APOSTLE. 

St. Barnabas was a Jew, born at Cyprus, and of 
the tribe of Levi. He was educated at Jerusa- 
lem, under Gamaliel ; and is generally said to have 
been one of the seventy disciples chosen by our 
Saviour himself. He suffered Martyrdom at Sa- 
lamis, where he was stoned to death, about the 
year 73, 

This Festival is celebrated on the eleventh of 
June. 

^ Euseb. Lib' 3. c. 30, 
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SAINT JOHN baptist's DAY. 

At the birth of St. John Baptist there was 
great joy. It was full of mystery and wonder. * 
His birth was prophetical of that of Christ, and 
rendered remarkable by the prediction of the 
Angel Gabriel. About the year ^9, he began to 
preach repentance^ and to declare the coming of 
the Messiah. Having reproved Herod Antipas 
for his adultery and incest, he was cast into pri- 
son, where he was beheaded. 

The Service of the Day commemorates his 
mysterious Nativity, his life and^ death. His life 
and office are recorded in the Morning Lessons. 
His death is related in the second Lesson for the 
Evening. And the '* Collect" prays for grace to 
imitate his example, who suffered patiently for 
the truth. 

This Festival was first instituted in 488 ; and 
is observed on the twenty-fourth of June. 

SAINT Peter's day. 

St. Peter was bom at Bethsaida, was the son 
of Jonas and brother of St. Andrew. ™ His first 
name was Simon. He was a married man ; and 
had his house, his mother-in-law, and his wife, at 

* Luke i. 14. " St. John i. 42, 43. 
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Capernaum. ° It is not necessary to recite tlie 
History of his Life, during and for some time 
after our Saviour's Ministry, which is fully re- 
corded in the four Gospels, and in the Acts of 
the Apostles. After having endured many suf- 
ferings, he was crucified with his head downwards 
at Rome, by order of Nero, in the year 66, or 68. 
He was about seventy-five years of age. There 
IS extant a copious history of St. Peter, called 
the " Recognitions," ascribed to St. Clement. 

This Festival was instituted in 813 : and is cele- 
brated on the twenty-ninth of June. 

SAINT JAMES THE APOSTLE. 

St. James was styled " the Greater." He was 
the son of Zebedee and Mary, surnamed Salome, 
cousin-german to the Virgin Mary ; and was the 
brother of St. John the Evangelist. He was 
born at Bethsaida. The only authentic accounts 
we have of him are recorded by the Evangelists. 
It is believed, that he first preached the Gospel 
to the dispersed Jews ; and afterwards returned 
to Judea, where he preached at Jerusalem. He 
was put to a cruel death by Herod Agrippa, 
about the year 44. He was the first of the Apos- 
tles that suffered martyrdom. 

» Mark i. 29.— Matt. viii. 14,— Luke iv. 38. 

I 
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This Festival was first instituted in 1089; and 
is observed on the twenty-fifth of July. 

SAINT BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE. 

St. Bartholomew is generally believed to be the 
same with Nathanael. He was first introduced 
to our Saviour by St. Philip, who highly com- 
mended his integrity, when he styled him '' an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there was no guile." 
He travelled as far as India, to propagate the 
Gospel. He afterwards visited the northern and 
western parts of Asia, and preached to the people 
of Hierapolis ; then in Lycaonia ; and lastly at 
Albania, a city upon the Caspian Sea ; where, 
about the year 72, he was barbarously flead alive, 
and crucified with his head downwards. 

This Festival was instituted in 1130: and is 
commemorated on the twenty-fourth of August. 

SAINT MATTHEW THE APOSTLE. 

Matthew was the son of Alpheus, a Jew, of 
the tribe of Issachar by extraction* His Hebrew 
name was Levi ; as he was always so called by the 
other Evangelists. Before his call to be an Apos- 
tle, he was a publican or tax-gatherer to the Ro- 
mans. For the first eight years after our Savi- 
our*s Ascension, he preached in Juda?a. He after- 
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wards went into Ethiopia, where, or as some say, 
in Persia, he suffered Martyrdom. He wrote his 
Gospel in Judaea, according to the uniform tes- 
timony of the ancients, in the Hebrew or Syriac 
language ; but the Greek version, which we read, 
is as old as the Apostolical times. 

This Festival was instituted in 1090 ; and is 
kept upon the twenty-first of September. 

SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS. 

The Church observes a Feast in commemora- 
tion of the holy Angels ; because they minister 
to us upon earth ; ^ and because they contend for 
us against Satan, by their prayers at the throne 
of grace. 

Michael was the tutelar Angel of the Church 
of the Jews ;P as he was of the Christian Church 
To him has been imputed the greatest part of the 
most remarkable appearances in the Old and New 
Testament. His Festival was instituted in 487 ; 
and is commemorated upon the twenty-ninth of 
September. 

SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST. 

St. Luke was a native of Antioch, in Syria, and 
by profession a Physician. He was the intimate 

<» Heb. i. 14. p Daniel x. IS.^xii. 1. 

i2 
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friend and companion of St^ Paul^ in his travels 
and labours. He wrote his Gospel about the 
year 53, The Acts of the Apostles, which con- 
tains a history of thirty years, was written by him 
in the year 63, and is a continuation of his 
Gospel. Of all the inspired writers of the New 
Testament, his works are written in the most 
elegant Greek. ^ He died a violent death, either 
at Rome or in Achaia, in the year 74^ in the 84th 
year of his age. 

His Festival in the Christian Church was insti- 
tuted in 1130, and is observed on the eighteenth 
of October. 

SAINT SIMON AND SAINT JUDE, APOSTLES. 

St, Simon was the Son of Cleophas or Alpheus, 
by Mary, the sister of our Lord's mother. He 
is said to have been chosen Bishop of Jerusalem, 
after the martyrdom of his brother James " the 
Less.*' In the language of the Jews, he was 
called the brother of our Saviour. ' He is said 
to have suffered martyrdom during the persecu- 

q Irenseus says, that St Luke put into writing what St. Paul 
preached to the Gentiles. Gregory Nazianzen relates, that St. 
Luke wrote with the assistance of St. Paul* 

' Matt. xiii. 55* 
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tion under Trajan; and was crucified in Syria in 
the year 107^ in the 102d year of his age. 

St. Jude, called also Thaddeus^ was the brother 
of St. James " the Less." He preached in 
Mesopotamia^ Arabia^ Syria, Idumea, and died 
in Berytus for the profession of the Christian 
faith. He wrote that Epistle which is in his 
name in the New Testament, and was written 
after the death of most of the Apostles. He was 
cruelly murdered for reproving the superstition 
of the Magi. 

This joint Festival was instituted in 1091, 
and is solemnized on the twenty-eight of Octo- 
ber. 

all-saints' day. 

It could not be that every Saint should be 
separately celebrated, the Church, therefore, ap- 
points this day, in a general commemoration of 
them. 

Tlie origin of this Festival is referred to the 
year 607. 

Thus the subjects of the Collects in the 
"Book of Common Prayer," are for ourselves, 
for ovtt souls and for our bodies ; and in a com- 
prehensive sense, for others. 
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With reference to the Holy Ghost, the author 
of grace, we pray for comfort," illumination/ 
direction, ^ and the right use of various gifts. ^ 
We pray for the means of grace ; for the im- 
provements of hearing, " reading, ' and fasting. ■ 
We pray for grace to convert us from sin ; • and 
to obtain pardon and acceptance from God. ^ 
We pray that we may be preserved from temp- 
tation ; ^ be enabled to do good, ^ and be entitled 
to future glory* and reward. We pray to be 

* In the Collect for the first Sunday after Ascension. 

* In the Collect for Whit-sunday. 

" In the Collect for the nineteenth Sunday alter Trinity. 
^ In the Collect for St. Barnabas. 
> In the Collects for St Bartholomew and St Luke. 
7 In the Collect for the second Sunday in Advent 

* In the Collects for the first Sunday in Lent, and for the tenth 
and twenty-third after Trinity. 

» In the Collects for the first Sunday after Easter, for St Andrew, 
^U James, and St. Matthew. 

^ In the Collects for the eleventh, the twenty-first, and twenty- 
fourth Sundays after Trinity ; for the Purification, and for the second 
Sunday after Epiphany. 

c In the Collects for the fourth Sundays in Advent, and after the 
flpiphany ; and for the eighteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

' In the Collects for the fifth Sunday after Easter, and for the 
first, ninth, eleventh, thirteenth, seventeenth, and twenty-fifth 
■Sundays after Trinity. 

* In the Collects for the Epiphany, And the sixth Sunday after 
Ihe £pipl)aDy. 
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renewed by the Holy Spirit ; ' for charity, ' 
mortification, ^ contrition, ' and sincerity ; ^ for 
the love of God and his laws ; ^ for heavenly de- 
sires ; "" for faith ; "" imitation of Christ ; "* and 
that we follow the example of the Saints. ^ We 
pray for safety under 6od*s providence, ^ and 
for the protection ' of his holy Angels ; for de- 
liverance from our enemies,* and from Gods 
judgments;^ for support under affliction; u for 

f In the Collect for the Nativity of Christ. 

< In the Collect on Quinquagesima Sunday* 

^ In the Collects for the Circumddon of Christ, and for Easter- 
Even* 

^ In the Collect for Ash- Wednesday* 

k In the Collect for the third Sunday after Easter. 

> In the Collects for the fourth Sunday after Easter, and sixth 
and fourteenth after Trinity. 

* In the Collect for the Ascension. 

^ In the Collects for Trinity Sunday ; the seventh Sunday after 
Trinity ; St* Thomas, and St* Mark* 

o In the Collects for the Sunday next before Easter, and for the 
second Sunday after Easter. 

P In the Collects for the Feasts of St. Stephen, St Paul, St* 
Philip and St* James, St. John Baptist, All-Saints, and Inno- 
cents* 

4 In the Collects for the second, third, fourth, and twentieth 
Sundays after Trinity* 

' In the Collect for St* Biichael. 

■ In the Collect for the third Sunday in Lent 

* In the Collects for Sexagesima and Septuagesima Sundays, and 
far the fourth Sunday in Lent 

^ In the Collects for the third and fourth Sundays of Epiphany. 
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defence from evil, and supply of good. * We 
offer our prayers equally for those without the 
pale of the Church, Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 
Heretics ; ^ and for those within the Church ; 
for the Ministers, that they may be fit, ' dili- 
gent, a and successful ; ^ and for the People, that 
they may be preserved in truth, *" unity, ** and 
peace. • 

' In the Collects for the eighth and fifteenth Sundays after 
Trinity. 

y In the three Collects for Good-Friday. 

* In the Collect for St. Matthias. 
m In the Collect for St. Peter. 

t> In the Collect for the third Sunday in Advent, 
c In the two first Collects for Good-Friday, and in the Collect for 
St John. 

d In the Collect for St. Simon and St. Jude. 

• In the Collects for the fifth, sixth, and twelfth Sundays after 
Trinity. 



THE ORDER 



OF THE 



ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER, 



OR 



HOLY COMMUNION. 



THE PRIEST STANDING AT THE NORTH SIDE OF 
THE TABLE SHALL SAY THE LORD's PRAYER, 
WITH THE COLLECT FOLLOWING, THE PEOPLE 
KNEELING. 

There is no particular form in the Gospel for 
the celebration of the ** Holy Communion." 
When the extraordinary spirit of prophecy 
ceased, the rulers of the Church composed forms 
of their own, according to the Apostolic prece- 
dent. Basil, Chrysostom, and Ambrose, com- 
posed Liturgies for their respective Churches. 
Pope Gelasius afterwards compiled the Roman 
Missal, which Pope Gregory improved. In our 
own country, Osmund, the Norman, who was 
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Bishop of Salisbury^ and Earl of Dorset, and in 
the confidence of William the Conqueror, drew 
up the celebrated Liturgy of Sarum. In his 
time there was almost in every Diocese a different 
service. It was his object to introduce uniformity 
in the service of the Church ; and his Missal, 
enriched and improved from the Scriptures be- 
came the standard of public worship in almost all 
the Churches of Great Britain and Ireland. It 
was this Liturgy which was administered by the 
Bishops and Clergy, when the " Order of Com- 
munion " was published in 1547, and also when 
the ^' Order,'' in King Edward's first and second 
Books, was published. 

The 'V Communion '' is sometimes called the 
" second Service," because the " Morning 
Service " and Litany are used before it. It was 
a custom in some Churches that the Bell was 
tolled, while the Litany was saying, to give 
notice to those who were absent, that the Com- 
tnunion Service was about to commence. 

It was an ancient custom, as old as the third 
Century, to sing an Anthem before this service 
began, called the Introit ; because, while it was 
singing, the Priest entered within the Septum^ or 
rail of the Altar. It was a Psalm, or portion of 
a Psalm, followed by the gloria patri. The 
iniraiis were ordered in the first Book of King 
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Edward VI. ; but although afterwards omitted 
by the revisers of the Liturgy in the rubric of the 
second Book ; yet it has been, and still is, used 
in our Cathedrals, and in places where they 
sing. 

This service begins with the Lord's Prayer. 
Then follows an excellent Prayer to God, to 
" cleanse our hearts by his Inspiration." 

This is a fit beginning of the Communion Ser- 
vice. What can be a more proper introduction 
to the Lord's Supper, than the Lord's Prayer ; 
to ask for that bread of life which, in those times, 
was daily received ! And without purity of 
heart, and " without washing our hands in inno- 
cence," how can we fitly go to his Altar ? It is 
also an appropriate preparation for the recital of 
the Ten Commandments. ' 

The Priest now " turning to the people, re- 
hearses distinctly the Ten Commandments." 

The recital of the Commandments was first 
appointed in the second Book of King Edward 
VI. After each Commandment has been read, 
every communicant, recollecting and bewailing 
his own sins, cries out, " Lord, have mercy upon 
us ;" and, to strengthen his purpose of amend- 
ment, adds, " and incline our hearts to keep this 
law." At our Baptism, we promise and vow 
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to keep the Commandments, and this vow we re- 
new at the Lord's table. 

After the Commandments, the Prayer for the 
King follows, after the exhortation ** Let us 
pray." There were originaUy three distinct 
services; in each of which was a prayer for the 
King; in the Morning Service, in the Litany, 
and in the Communion Service. The Morning 
Service was said at the beginning of the day. ' 
The Litany was a short time before the Common 
Service. ** The Communion was some time after 
the Morning Service. The usual hour, anciently, 
for this Service, was nine o'clock; because at 
that hour began our Saviour's Passion. ' It was, 
also, at this hour the Holy Ghost descended upon 
the Apostles. ^ Then follow the " Collect " for 
the day, the "Epistle," and the "Gospel." 
Afterwards is read the " Nicene Creed," so called 
because it was framed at the council of Nice, 
in 325f which was held to endeavour to suppress 
the doctrines of Arius. ^ This Creed began to 



g SL Chrysostom says, Upma, which is translated ** in the 
morning/' "early." — Mark xiiL 35.. John xviii. 28. Matt. xxviL2. 

!* By the Injunction 18 of Queen Elizabeth. 

^ Mark XV. 25. 

^ Acts ii. 15. 
Gregory, of Nissa, is said to have been the author of the Nicene 
Creed, who lived at the time of this Council. 
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be used at the Communion Service immediately 
after the Gospel^ in the year 339. 

After the confession of our Faith in the Nicene 
Greedy the Sermon is appointed. At the time of 
the Reformation^ it was ordered that a Sermon 
should be made quarterly ; and some years after- 
wards, only monthly." The Canon made in the 
time of Queen Elizabeth, in 1571, directs the 
preacher to teach nothing but what they would 
wish the people religiously to believe and observe ; 
that, " which was agreeable to the doctrine of 
the Old and New Testament, and that which the 
Catholic Fathers and ancient Bishops have 
gathered out of that doctrine." It is not inten- 
ded by this ordinance, that in the Church of 
England, the Sermon, how excellent soever, 
should supersede its own incomparable services. 
We frequent the house of Prayer to adore God, 
not to admire the Preachers ; to praise Ilim for 
the excellence of His greatness, not them for 
their eloquence or superior endowments. 

The *^ Lord's Prayer " precedes the Sermon, 
after a short Collect, usually selected from the 
** Common Prayer." Any other prayer here 
would be unnecessary. We have already prayed 
" for all things requisite for the soul and body," 

m Injunctions of King Edward VI. 1547. 
" Injunctions of Qucqn Elizabeth, 1559* 
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The addition of any other prayer of the Minister, 
however excellent, can only be inferior to the 
Common Prayer, or a superfluous repetition. 
The form used at the two Universities, and upon 
particular occasions previous to the Sermon, is 
not a prayer, but an exhortation and instruction, 
to direct the Congregation for what they are 
more especially to pray in the Lord's Prayer. 
The unauthorized prayer of the Minister before 
the Sermon is indeed contrary to the intention of 
the Church, as well as to the law. The Statute 
of the first of Queen Ehzabeth, in which the 
Book of Common Prayer is authorized and es- 
tablished, enacts, " that if any Minister whatso- 
ever shall use any other open prayer, than is 
mentioned and set forth in the said Book," he 
shall be subject to deprivation and imprisonment. 
By " open prayer," the Act explains, " is meant 
that prayer which others are to come unto, and 
hear, in common Churches and private Chapels." 
Before the overthrow of the Church of England 
in the middle of the seventeenth Century, the 
boundaries of moderation weie transgressed ; and 
this form of " bidding " prayer was changed into 
an irregular prayer, and the addition of enthusi- 
astic effusions soon brought the Common Prayer 
into contempt, and the Church into ruin. 
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It is ordered, that if there be no Sermon, 
"one of the ' Hoiiiilies' already set forth, or 
hereafter to be set forth by authority," shall be 
read. 

The "Homilies " of Cranmer, Ridley, and 
Latimer, were published in I5i7 ; and whatever 
they contain, may be considered as the doctrine 
of the Reformers. 

The second Book of" Homilies " was publish- 
ed in 15G3, the year of the Convocation. When 
the Protestant ReHgion had been restored by the 
accession of Queen Elizabeth, it was thought ex- 
pedient, that the Liturgy and Articles should 
be revised ; and upon this occasion the second 
Book of "Homilies" was added. The persons 
employed in some part of this work, were Divines 
of the Church of England, who had fled to the 
Continent upon the persecution of Queen Mary. 
Some of them, during their banishment, took up 
their residence in Germany and Switzerland, and 
might probably have been inclined to favour 
some peculiar doctrines of Calvin. It could not, 
therefore, be expected, that the Book of " Ilomi- 
hes" composed by them, should be altogether 
so free from some Calvinistic peculiarities, as 
that which was pubhshed at the commencement 
of King Edward's reign. Of the second Book 
of" Homilies," however, the authors have never 
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yet been authentically ascertained. Of the first 
part, *' the Homily of Salvation," it seems to have 
been the work of Cranmer/ The same may 
perhaps be conjectured of the second ** Homily 
of the misery of mankind ;" of the fourth, ** of 
the true and lively Faith," and of the fifth, ** of 
good works." In the twelfth, *' against conten- 
tion and brawling," the pen of the honest Latimer 
may perhaps be traced. The twelfth, **in three 
parts, against whoredom and adultery," was 
doubtless the work of Thomas Becon, one of 
Cranmer's chaplains.^ The two Books of '^ Homi- 
lies " are indeed recommended to us in the 35th 
Article, with particular reference to the times in 
which they were written. They are said, in general 
terms, '^ to contain godly and wholesome doctrine." 
The "Offertory" contains certain sentences 
from the Scriptures, which were sung or said 
whilst the people offered their alms. We are 
commanded to " honour God with our substance." 
The wise men of the East offered their costly 
presents, ^ and offerings were made in the earliest 
times. ' 



o 



Strype's Life of Cranmer, p. 149. 
P Becon's Works, 1564, collected and published by himself, in 
which this Homily may be found. Vol. II. fol. 167. 
q Matthew ii. 11. 
r Genesis iv.4> Exodus xxv* 2* Dcut* xvi. 6. Matt. v< 23. 



ON THE LITURGY. 1S£> 

A Prayer here follows " for the whole state 
of Christ's Church." The word " indifferently," 
in this prayer, originally meant " impartially." 

Exhortations are now read before the cele- 
bration of tbe " Holy Communion." These are 
exhortations to the unprepared to forbear to 
come to the Communion, and to invite those that 
are prepared. Such was the custom in the Greek 
Church. 

In this part of the Service, the words " we 
eat and drink our own damnation," mean, that 
we shall be guilty of a greater sin, and are there- 
fore liable to punishment from God; but, like 
other sins, it may be repented of and forgiven, 
through the merits and for the sake of our blessed 
Redeemer. 

After an humble ' confession of sins, and pro- 
mises of future fidelity and service, the Priest 
pronounces that God may foi-give the communi- 
cants, and comforts them with the recital of other 
sentences from the Scriptures. 

He then exhorts them to "hft up their hearts;" 
to leave behind them all the cares and anxieties 
of this hfe, and to fix their hearts and affecdonH 
upon Heaven. The people answer, " We lift 
them up unto the Lord." 
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From this place to the end of the Service it is 
taken^ with little variation^ from St. Chrysostom's 
Liturgy. ' 

•When the Minister delivered the Communion 
in both kinds to the Communicants, after the first 
sentence, at *' everlasting life/' each communicant 
anciently answered, ''Amen ;" professing his Faith 
in this Sacrament." 

After the " Lord's Prayer/' the Priest offers 
up the sacrifice of the Eucharist, or the sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving for the whole Church, 
as was appointed in all ancient Liturgies ; at the 
same time, is offered the most acceptable sacrifice 
of ourselves, our souls and bodies, to the service 
of God.* 

The Angelica] Hymn follows. It is in imitation 
of our Saviour, who, *' after supper sung an hymn," 
to teach us to do likewise. ^ It is not possible to 
hear the words, '* This is my body ; take and eat 
it" — " Drink ye all of this ; this is my blood" — 
without feelings of pious and fearful admiration, 
joy, and consolation. 

The Hymn being ended, the Congregation de- 
part with the " Blessing." Our Saviour gave the 
blessing of God, " standing in the midst /' desi- 

t CyriL Catech, Mystdg, 5. ■ Ibid. 

' Romans xii. St. Augustine de Chnfate Deif Ub* 10. c. 6. 
r St* Matthew 
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rous of spreading his blessings among all the 
world. This Benediction was instituted by Inno- 
cent. * 

The " Blessing*' is to be given by the Priest 
or^ by the Bishop^ if he be present. It was an- 
ciently forbidden to go out of the Churchy until 
the " Blessing" had been given. The Jews re- 
ceived it kneeling^ or bowing their heads. ^ 

In the earliest times. Christians communicated 
every day. This custom continued in Africa^ till 
the time of St. Cyprian. •* The Eastern and Wes- 
tern Churches reduced this Service to Sundays 
and Holidays only, and afterwards to once a 
year. "^ We are now directed to receive it at least 
three times in the year ; at Christmas, Easter, and 
Whitsuntide. * In the fourth rubric of the Li- 
turgy of King Edward VI., the Clergy were bound 
to receive it, who served in Cathedral and Colle- 
giate Churches, much more frequently ; indeed, 
whenever there was a sufficient attendance to re- 
ceive it. 

s Walafr. Strabo de reb. Eccles, c 22. p. 683. 
* Ecclesiasticus 50. 21. Numbers vi. 22, 23. 
b Orat. Dom. St. Cyprian was beheaded in 258. 
^ Ambrose de Sacram* 1. 4. c 4. 
* Concil. Eliber. c. 81. Cone. Agat. c. 18. These Canons were 
to be observed by the Laity. 

k2 



THE MINISTRATION 



OP 



PUBLIC BAPTISM OF INFANTS, 



TO BE USED IN 



THE CHURCH. 



The rites of Baptism, in the earliest times, were 
performed in Fountains and Rivers ; because there 
were numerous Converts, and because in those 
ages there were no Baptisteries. Hence we call 
our Baptisteries, Fonts ; which, in peaceful times, 
were built and consecrated, to add more reve- 
rence to this Sacrament. They were originally « 
at some distance from the Church ; afterwards, in 
the Church Porch ; and at last, within the Church, 
called " the Mother-Church," where the Bishop 
resided. They were soon introduced into rural 
Churches ; and always held in high veneration. 

In the beginning of this Service, the necessity 
and efficacy of Baptism are explained from the 
Scriptures ; that we are all born in sin, ^ as the 

• Cyril, Cat. Myst, 1. • ^ Romans v. 18, 19. 
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consequence of Adam's fall ; and by our first birth 
have therefore no right to the kingdom of Hea- 
ven, into wliich " no unclean thing shall enter ;" * 
that there is need of a second birth to give us that 
right i — " Except a man be born again, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God;" '' and that this new 
birth is by Water, and the Holy Ghost. " Except 
a man be born again of Water and the Holy 
Ghost, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."' 
By " Water" and the " Holy Ghost" are here 
meant Baptism. 

We are thus instructed in the nature, neces- 
sity, and etScacy, of this Sacrament ; and that it 
is the only ordinary means of our Regeneration, 
which gives us a conditional right and title to the 
kingdom of Heaven. 

The prayer, usually called the Consecration of 
the Water, succeeds. There is here no Conse- 
cration, as in the Saci'ament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, where the bread and wine must be blessed by 
us, before it be " the Communion of the body and 
blood of Christ to us." ^ 

In the office of " private Baptism" no conse- 
cration of water is appointed. 

Then is a prayer for God's merciful accept- 
ance of the Infants ; followed with plain arguments 
from St. Mark ; that He will receive them 

« Ephes. V. 5. 1 Jphn iii, 3. 
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when they are brought to Him. ' We are told, 
that no infant is to be withheld from Bap- 
tism."* It was the decision of that Council, which 
was held in the year ^46 ; "" and was afterwards 
confirmed by other Councils. 

Then follow an Exhortation, and an excellent 
Prayer, for ourselves, and the Infants* 

In cases of necessity, the Church permits, and 
provides, that an infant may be baptized in any 
decent place at any time, without requiring the 
solemnities of Baptism ; *" but it requires, that the 
child be afterwards brought to the Church, from 
whom Covenants and engagements are exacted, 
the Sponsors being accepted, instead of the In- 
fant. * These engagements are to renounce the 
world and the Devil, and to promise obedience to 
Christ. These promises, in the name of the In- 
fant, made by the God-Fathers, and God-Mothers, 
bound him, as if he had personally made them. 

The questions, to which the Sponsors have re- 
plied, are followed by short prayers, which are 
supposed in substance to be the same as the an- 
cient exorcisms ; and which were certain prayers 

1 Mark x. 13. » Cyprian £p. 59. 

■ August* £p* 28 adHieron, ^ Cone Carthag* 5. c 6. anno 438* 
P St*Chrys. in Ps. 14.— Cyprian Ep» 2. — And it was allowed upon 

the authority of St. Austin, that.Sponsors in Baplism should answer 

in tlie child's name. Burnet, 
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taken from the Scriptures. <i Bom in sin, the 
Church, by these prayers, endeavours to liberate 
the Infant. 

Afterwards follows the "commemoration" of 
Christ's institution of Baptism, with the commis- 
sion to his disciples to baptize. 

Under the Law, at the time of Circumcision, 
the name was given ; and under the Gospel; at 
Baptism. 

The ancient custom was to dip, or sprinkle, the 
child thrice, to signify the mystery of the Trinity. 
It was afterwards appointed to do it but once ; 
signifying the unity of substance in the Trinity. 

Having baptized the Child, the Priest receives 
him into the Congregation ; solemnly declaring, 
that he is, by Baptism, made a member of the 
Church. ' When he thus receives him, he signs 
him with the sign of the Cross, as was the anci- 
ent custom, upon the forehead. ' 

q Cyril, Cat. I. '1 Cor. xii. 13. 

• August, in Ps, 30. — Cyprian Ep. 56. Concerning the use of the 
Cross in Baptism, see Canon 30, anno 1603. In the Greek Church 
they make the sign of the Cross from the right hand to the left ; con- 
trary to the Latin and to the Schismatic Greeks. They gave the 
benediction with the first, second, and little finger, stretched outt 
retaining the third bent down, expressing the distance of the third 
person of the Trinity from the first two. 

At the time of Baptism, a Chrisom, or white garment, was wrapt 
iHround the child, as a token of innocence. The child was ancientiy 
anointed with Chrism, or ointment, when this garment was put on. 
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After thanksgiving for God*s gracious admis- 
sion of the Child to Baptism, and an excellent 
prayer, that he may lead his life as he has now 
begun it, this Service ends vrith a grave and pious 
exhortation to the God-Fathers and God-Mothers, 
to remember their duty towards the Infant. ' 

The Ministration of Baptism to such as are of 
riper years, was drawn up by Bishop Saunderson, 
approved by the Convocation, and ordered to be 
here printed in the Liturgy. 

< August* de Temp^ Ser» 116. 



A CATECHISM, 

THAT IS TO SAY, 

AN INSTRUCTION TO BE LEARNED OF EVERY 
PERSON, BEFORE HE BE BROUGHT TO BE CON- 
FIRMED BY THE BISHOP. 

By Letters patent, dated May 20, 1553, about 
six weeks before his death, King Edward VI. 
commanded School-masters to teach their scho- 
lars a Catechism, entituled, Catechismus Chris- 
tiancB disciplince summam continens. 

This tract was ascribed to Poynet, Bishop of 
Winchester ; and by some to Nowel, afterwards 
Dean of St. Paul's. It was examined and revised 
by Cranmer, Ridley, and the Divines, who in the 
preceding year had been employed in drawing up 
the ** Articles of Religion." It was intituled^ 
" The Catechism of King Edward, or, the short 
instruction into the Christian Religion ;* a work, 
notwithstanding its title, amounting to not less 
than five hundred pages. In the third and fourth 
year of Queen Elizabeth, Nowel, at the recom- 
mendation of Cecil, composed upon the same mo- 
del a Catechism. In 1562, it was presented in 
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manuscript to the Convocation ; which, with some 
alteration^ unanimously sanctioned it> and recom- 
mended it to public use. In 1570, with some 
learned notes upon it, it was published and dedi- 
cated to the two Archbishops, and the Bishop of 
London by name, and to all the Bishops. It was 
reprinted in 1572, and again in 1578, and trans- 
lated by Nowel's order, into English and Greek. 
The Latin title is, Ckristiance pietatis prima in- 
stitutio ad usum Scholarum Latini scripta. 

When the Liturgy was revised at the Confer- 
ence at Hampton Court, in 1603, an addition was 
made to the Catechism concerning the Sacrar 
ments. Before that time the Catechism ende4 
with the answer of that question, which immedi- 
ately follows the Lord's Prayer. 

In answer to the second question in the Cate- 
chism, in which the term " Child of God" occurs, 
it is meant, not as we were born and created by 
him, but that we were in that state of ignorance 
and wickedness, in which the Gentiles were before 
their conversion to Christianity. The death of 
Christ was properly an expiatory sacrifice ; and, 
in its fullest sense, '' a perfect and sufficient satis- 
faction for the sins of the whole world," an atone- 
ment which God, in his wisdom and goodness, 
was pleased to accept. 

In answer to the last question but two in this 
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Catechism, it is said, ''the body and blood of 
Christ are verily and indeed taken by the faith- 
ful ;* that is, that all those blessings and benefits 
which were purchased for us by the body and 
blood of Christ, are communicated to all faithful 
receivers, in and by those benefits of bread and 
wine which are the mystical representations of 
the death of Christ in this Sacrament. 



THE ORDER 



OF 



CONFIRMATION, 

OR LAYING ON OF HANDS UPON THOSE THAT ARE 
BAPTIZED, AND COME TO YEARS OF DISCRETION. 

" Confirmation" is not a Sacrament, but a part 
of Christian discipline, profitable for the Church 
of God. The Confirmation in earlier times was 
merely an examination of such as, in their infancy, 
had been baptized ; and, being of age and discre- 
tion, were then able to give an account of their 
belief, and to testify personally what their sure- 
ties, in their name, had promised at their Baptism, 

The " Confirmation*' is appointed for all those 
that are baptized, when they are about fourteen 
years of age, that they may ratify the promise 
made in their name, by their God-Fathers ; and 
because they, about that age, begin to be exposed 
to temptation, against which they are better able 
to contend after this Service. " 

The office begins with short and suitable ejacu- 
lations. A prayer follows, that God would 

John xvi. 7»— Acts i. 2. — ii. 4. 
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strengthen the baptized, with the Holy Ghost, 
the Comforter. The Bishop then lays his hands 
upon them severally. 

This is the most ancient and Apostolical rite of 
" Confirmation ;" "^ and it is known by this name. ^ 

The imposition of hands was an ancient and 
common ceremony in blessings and consecra- 
tions. » 

After the promise given by those who are con- 
firmed, of perseverance in the Faith/ the Bidhop, 
by grave advice and pious exhortations, confirms 
them in their Christian resolutions. 

After an excellent prayer for their continuance 
in God's Love, and for the increase of his gifts 
and graces in their hearts and in their lives, the 
Bishop dismisses them with a blessing. 

' Acts viii. 17. xix. 0. y Heb. vi. 2. 

* Gen. xlviii. 14. — Numb, xxvii. 18,23. — Deut. xxxiv. 9. — Acts 
▼i. «. xui. 3.— 1 Tim. iv. 14 — 2 Tim. i. 6 — Numb. viu. 10, IL 



THE FORM 

OP 

SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY. 

After an introduction of the purposes of the In- 
stitution^ this Form proceeds with a solemn ad- 
dress to the persons about to be married, that " if 
they know any just cause why they may not be 
lawfully joined together, that they do now declare 
it.'* Answers are given by them to questions 
from the Minister, whether they intend to take 
each other as husband and wife ; and the Minister 
having joined their right hands, pledges are made 
on either side of love and fidelity, according to 
God's holy ordinance. 

This ceremony has undergone some variation 
in the progress of time. Upwards of three cen- 
turies ago, the husband on taking his wife, as 
now, by the right hand, thus addressed her, — 
" I M. undersyne the N. for my wedded wyfe, for 
beter, for worse, for richer for porer, yn sekness, 
and in helthe, tyl dethe us departe, (not ' do part.' 
The ancient meaning of * departe,' even in Wick- 
lifFe's time, being 'separate,') as holy Church 



ANNOTATIOXS, 143 

hath ordeyned, and thereto I plyght the my 
trowthe." The wife rephes in the same form, 
with an additional clause, " to be buxom to the, 
tyl dethe us departe." Thus it appears in the 
first edition of the Missals for the use of the fa- 
mous and celebrated Church of Hereford, 1502. 
Folio. In what is called the Salisbury Missal, 
the female pronounced a more general obedi- 
ence. ' 

The ring has been always used as a pledge of 
fidelity. Aurum nulla norat prteter uno digito, 
quem sponsus oppignerasset pronubo annulo. 
No woman was permitted to wear gold, except 
upon one finger, which the husband had applied 
to himself with a wedding ring. It is placed upon 
the fourth finger of the left hand, not because, as 
it is said, there is a vein that goes from thence to 
the heart, which is contradicted by experience, 
though several Physicians as well as Divines were 
formerly of this opinion, but because, perhaps, it 
is the finger of the hand least used. 

Whilst the man holds the ring upon the finger, 
he repeats, "with my body I thee worship," 
The Jews anciently used the same phrase, mean- 
ing "honor."'' 

After the Covenant between them is concluded, 

> Edit. Wayland 1551. 4Io. Dlhdin's BiblingraphtFal Demneron. 



144 ANNOTATIONS. 

the Minister implores the blessing of God upon 
them ; that they may always fulfil and perform 
the Covenant^ which they have now made. The 
Priest now joins the right hands of the married 
persons, and declares that as they are now joined 
together by God^ no human power can dissolve 
the Covenant. They are therefore pronounced 
to be man and wife^ in the name of the Trinity. 

This part of the Service concludes with a bless- 
ing. The 128th Psalm, or the 67th Psalm, is 
then read. The former was always used by the 
Jews at their nuptials. The Lord's Prayer, and 
some Versicles, then follow, with prayers for spi- 
ritual and temporal blessings upon them. Ano- 
ther blessing, and an exhortation, end the Service. 



THE ORDER 

FOR 

THE VISITATION OF THE SICK. 

This Office is appointed to be used by the Mi- 
nister, when he visits " the Sick/' It was a duty, 
which^ in the earliest times, was esteemed to be 
one of the most solemn exercises of Religion. 

It commences with the Salutation, which our 
Sayiour himself used, • " Peace be to this House." 
It is a benediction to all that are in the house. It 
j8 a salutation worthy of the disciples of the 
Prince of Peace. It was the Song of the Angels, 
and the first blessed gift of Christ, after his birth ;'^ 
*' Peace on Earth." It was his last gift which he 
bequeathed, when he was about to depart : 
" Peace I leave with you ; my Peace I give unto 
you." « 

In the sick man's presence, the Minister begins 
with supplications, which are taken from the Li- 
tany ; then follow the Lord's Prayer, short ver- 
sicles and answers, and Collects of comfort. After 
these, is read a pious exhortation, suitable to him 

« Luke X. 5. d Lu\e ii. 14. e John xiv. 27. 

L 
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in his weak condition^ that he may improve that 
disposition of mind> which at that time possesses 
him, to his future Salvation. 

The Minister afterwards proceeds to an exami- 
nation into his faith and repentance, his love, 
charity, and forgiveness of injuries. The Chris- 
tian Religion consists in a right Faith, and a good 
life. A right Faith, unaccompanied with a good 
life, can never save. He who said, " do this, and 
live," has also said, " believe, and live." The 
question put to the sick person is, whether he be- 
lieve as a Christian ought to believe ? This ques- 
tion is answered after the Articles of the Creed 
are rehearsed. He may then be asked, whether 
he has kept his Baptismal Covenant ; whether he 
forgive all the world; whether he has satisfied' 
all injuries done to others ; without which, no re- 
pentance will profit him. ^ He is then exhorted 
to settle his worldly affairs, and to liberality to- 
wards the poor. ^ 

After the Confession of his sins, if he humbly 
and heartily desire it, the Priest is to absohe htm- 
in the form prescribed. 

By the following Collect, it has been supposed 
that the Church only intended the remission of 
all Ecclesiastical censures on account of his pre- 

f Matt. vi. 14. f Matt. xxv. 30— Luke xvi. 9* 
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TJo'iis sinful conduct ; because it states, that the 
penitent still " most earnestly desires pardon and 
forgiveness." If by the preceding Absolution, he 
had been pardoned and forgiven by God, there 
would have been no occasion for this Collect in 
this place. The Minister also implores God " to 
preserve and continue him in the unity of the 
Church." 

Being thus absolved by the Church, and re- 
commended to the pardon and grace of God, the 
seventy-first Psalm follows. The Office is con- 
ehided with three valedictory prayers ; the first 
addressed to the Son, the second to the Father, 
and the third (which was added at the last Re- 
view) to the Holy Trinity ; imploring the greatest 
blessings upon the sick person, which can he de- 
sired or conferred. 

A few Prayers here follow, for a sick child; — 
Jor a sick person, when there appeareth small 
hope of recovery ;— for a sick person at the point 
qf departure ; — and for persons troubled in mind 
or in conscience. 

THE COMMUNION OF THE SICK. 

With such introduction only as is applicable to 
this particular Service, the whole is taken from 
the " Order of the Holy Communion." 
1.2 



THE ORDER 



FOR THE 



BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 

Some part of the " Burial Service" is of great 
Antiquity ; but the particular form of it is uncer- 
tain. It is universally agreed, that the Psalms 
were the chief part> accompanied with suitable 
prayers, and for praises of those virtues, which 
might have distinguished the deceased in their 
lives ; concluding with recommendations of their 
good example to those that survived them. 

Persons who die unbaptizedy or excommunicate^ 
or have laid violent hands upon themselves, in the 
full possession of their senses and understanding, 
are excluded from the use of this ceremony. 

The Sentences, at the commencement of the 
Service, are remarkably awiul, affecting, and con- 
solatory. They begin with the words which our 
Saviour spake, when he was proceeding towards 
the grave of his beloved friend, Lazarus. ** The 
sentence from Job is full of comfort to all who 
mourn for the loss of friends. ^ The last sentences 

»« John xi. 25, 26. i Job xix. 25, 26» 27. 
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from ^ St. Paul, and from Job> ^ represent to us 
the destitute state in which we entered the world; 
and recommend composure and resignation at 
our departure from it. 

The Psalms, 39th and 90th, were inserted in 
the last Review in 1661. They had been pre- 
viously used, but were replaced by others, in King 
Edward's first Book ; and at length again res- 
(ipred to this Service. 

Th^ Lesson is from St. Paul, "" on the subject 
p£ the Resurrection of the dead; and nothing 
4HMild be more suitable. 

< The Service at the grave is most devout and 
impressive ; and is closed with two excellent pray- 
ers for our happiness with the departed, incul- 
cating the acts of Faith and Hope. ° 
,.,The Blessing at the end was added at the last 
Review. 

k 1 Tim. vi. 7. 1 Job i. 21. "> 1 Cor. xv. 20. 

" In oibf Honiorius Romanus, Archbishop of Canterbury, divided 
M^ PitMn<ie into Parishes ; and ordahied Clerks and Preachers, re* 
<lHbing them to instruct the people, as well by good life as by doc- 
tjrlne* And, in 760, Cuthbert, Archbishop of Canterbury, procured 
of the Pope, that, in Cities and Towns, there should be appointed 
Church- Yards for burial of the dead, whose bodies had been, before 
this order, buried any where* 



TBE 

THANKSGIVING OF WOMEN 

AFTER CHILD-BIBTH, 
COMMONLY CALLED 

THE CHURCHING OF WOMEN. 

This Service seems to have taken its origin 
from the Jews in their rite of Parification. ® It 
took place in the Greek Church on the fortieth 
day after the birth of the child, p The woman is 
" to pay her vows in the presence of all God's 
people^ in the Courts of the Lord's House." This 
Service ought therefore to he performed in no 
other place but the Church. 

The Service consists of an exhortation to the 
woman^ to return her thanks for the mercy she 
has received. An appropriate Psidm follows; 
the Lord's Prayer; a few short addresses and 
answers ; and a Collect of Praise and Thanks- 
giving. 

^ Levit. xii. P Simeon Thessalonic* in Not adEtwhehg, p. 324. 

. I. ■ - J ' 'a ■ . 



A COMMINATION, 



OR DENOUNCING OF GOD*S ANGER AND JUDG- 
MENTS AGAINST SINNERS. 



In the introduction of this Service it is said by 
the Priest, that ^' at the beginning of Lent^ such 
persons as stood convicted of notorious sin, were 
put to open penance, and punished in this world, 
that their souls might be saved in the day of the 
Lord ; and that others admonished by their ex- 
ample, might be the '' more afraid to offend." 

It was originally ordered upon Ash- Wednes- 
day only. Afterwards^ in 1576, it was appoint- 
ed io be read on three other times of the year ; 
t>n one of the three Sundays next before Easter ; 
on one of the two Sundays next before Pentecost, 
«nd on one of the two Sundays next before Christ- 
mas. It is now only used upon Ash** Wednesday. 



THE PSALMS OF DAVID. 

The Psalms in the Liturgy are according to 
the translation set forth in the latter part of King 
Henry VIII., after the name of Jehovah, never 
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before used in any language, had been .intro<r 
duced by Petrus Galatinus, *^ and which is used 
in this translation. " 

The Bishop*s Bible, used in Churches from 
the beginning of Queen Elizabeth, till the new 
translation under King James, though diifereni 
in other parts, retains the same Psalms without 
any alteration. It has, therefore, no notes upaH 
the Psalms, nor reference to parallel passages. 
This translation was doubtless from the Hebreip^ 
and the meaning is closely preserved. . , 

., At the end of the *' Book of Common Prayer^* 
were added at the last Review in 1661« /' Fon«3 
of Prayer to be used at Sea." 
. Other offices were added at the same timc^ 
for the " fifth of November"— For the *' thir- 
tieth of January," which was drawnup by Bishop 
Saunderson, approved by the Convocation, and 
ordered to be printed in the Liturgy — For 
the " twenty-ninth of May," in celebration. of the 
Restoration of King Charles II. ; which service 
was also drawn up by Bishop Saunderson, ap>r 
proved by the Convocation, and ordered to be 
printed in the Liturgy — And for the day of a 

4 Petrus Galatinus was |iuthor of a valuable work, De AreanU 
CathoUcK Feritatis, edited best in 1672, fol. He was a Franciscan 
Monk about 1530. 

r PsaL xxxiii. 12. — Ixxxiii. 18. 
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new King's accession to the Crown, which is 
used on the *' twenty-ninth of January," the liay 
of his present Majesty's accession. 

Such is the form of Worship which is used in 
the Church of England, and which is unquestion- 
ably in conformity with the sense of the Scriptures, 
ioid breathes the genuine spirit of the Gospel. 
And whilst it stimulates our piety, it excludes 
coldileiis and indifference, restrains enthusiasm, 
and represses the excess of intemperate zeal. 
The tongue, the heart, and the understanding 
aire united in adoration and praise. 

It may be possible, indeed, after the acknow- 
ledged improvements of the human mind, to find 
some defect in the language and the expression, 
(and what human composition is free from it?) 
but, if there be defect, it must be attributed to 
due temper and peculiar circumstances of the 
timeB in which the Liturgy was framed. If re- 
trenchment or correction in some few instances 
might' be made with advantage ; the task must 
be attempted with a due regard to the times and 
seasons, with soberness and moderation, with 
impartiality and diligence. 

It was indeed accompanied soon after its intro- 
duction, with the martyrdom of its compilers. 
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U haB unoe been defended at different dines 'of 
trouble and pubMc commotion. But ttsidst «U 
its dangers^ the :greatest has ever been tine indif? 
ference and thoughtlessness of those that used it* 

- The form of Benediction prescribed by Go4 to 
Moses; the Psalms employed in the service of 
tlie Temple ; the example of John die Baptist* 
and of Chriijft himself^ prove that some regular 
forms of Brayer were of divine authority. Qur 
Saviour prescribed ^. form in his own Pr^,y^j 
which he commanded his Disciples to use^ ^nd 
which he taught the Christian Church. ' The 
Evangelists tell us> that ^' he prayed three times^i 
aaying the same words.'' ^ In a deep sense of 
his own unworthinessy the Publican did not 
'f lift up his eyes unto heaven* but smote upoa 
his breast, ^ widi profound humility of soul and 
body, only uttering this short form of prayer, 
*^ God be merciful to me a sinner." 

To reject altogether particular fonns of Prayer 
in public^ is impossible ; and if it were possible, 
w^ould be unwise. The unpremeditated praj/ier 
M a form to those who hear it. Without somi^ 
form, admission would easily be given to absurdi 
inconsistent, and unhallowed addresses to the 

• Luke xi. 1. ^ Matt. juvi. 44. u Luke zriiu .0. . 
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God of purity and perfection. It would open 
the way to all the exceaaes of fanatic and self- 
conceited ignorance, to the exclusion of calm and 
rational devotion. 

The advantages of a regular form convey truths 
to the heart, as well as to the understanding; it 
preserves concord and communion, and restrains 
the conceit and curiosity of those whose devotion 
may be perverted by the same applause, which 
encourages their rapidity of Bpeech. He who 
is uninstructed will sometimes presume in the 
use of extemporary prayer, but it is dangerous 
to trust him. The man of learning will never 
venture to trust himself. No extemporary effu- 
sions, indeed, are to be depended upon ; but 
when we know what we are about to confess, 
our sorrow, shame, and indignation are excited ; 
when we know for what we are about to ask, we 
can more earnestly implore the supply of our 
wants ; when we know for what mercies and bless- 
ings we are about to offer up our thanksgiving, 
our inward sense of the divine goodness is in- 
flamed. Our affections are then suited to the 
matter, and to the words of our address, and 
accompany every part of it. It cannot be so in 
extemporary prayer. In such uncertainty, no 
one can be prepared to accompany it. "If the 
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trumpet gire an uncertain sounds who can pre- 
pare himself to the battle?"'' There is noern- 
couragement in the Scriptures to him whopraya 
extempore ; there is no engagement to hear him 
more readily or to assist him to such purposes* 
It is a manner of prayer which is without prece^ 
dent in antiquity, and without any authority from 
Ae Scriptures. Indeed, it is an innovation wj^cb 
has no sanction from reason or prescription ; apd 
it is pregnant with danger, as an encouragomcpt 
to heresy. That practice is in every view to be 
jjjMferred, which has the authority of long-tried 
tt^iperience to recommend it, and which haa UQir 
ibrmly prevailed for so many ages in the pubU^ 
prayers of our whole national Churchy itma^bi^ 
tonfidently hoped, to the honour of God» ;the 
tenefit of the people, the well-being of the Chds* 
tian Church, to unity of mind, and to the saka^ 
lion of the soul. . . 

There are also in this Form of Worship s^ch 
mles and orders of external decency, as bi^fit l^ 
oome those f' who would serve God with revifiVf 
ence and godly fear." In the '^ Confession pf 
Sin," we are directed to kneel in the humble posr 
tcire of suppliants, as a token of the abasemiH^t 



* 1 Cor, xiv. 8. ^ r'n .». 
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of oureelves. In the " CoTifession of Faith," we 
stand upon our legs, in token of our steady ad- 
herence to it. At the name of Jesus, " a name 
above every name." and at which all things in 
Heaven and Earth are commanded to bow, we 
reverently bend the body. In our praises to 
God, we joyfully hft up ourselves and our hearts 
to Him. In all the parts and offices of Religion, 
we use those becoming postures which are most 
expressive of reverence, and most agreeable to 
the records of antiquity. And when the Service 
is performed with gravity and devotion, it will 
excite feelings of profound veneration for the 
invisible Almighty power, in whose immediate 
presence the petitions are presented. 

The Liturgy is not less comprehensive than it 
is devout. The conscience of the sinner maybe 
here awakened and alarmed ; and he may be 
ready to unite in the confessions of the prodigal. 
The victims of adversity and affliction may hear 
the sound of comfort. The sick may be relieved 
with prayers for the recovery of their health, and 
be soothed with the assurance that God will not 
forget them in their sufferings, nor disregard the 
sincerity of their repentance. If any have sus- 
tained loss, either in their estate or of friends, the 
experience of these pious prayers will increase 
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their eonsolation ; they will feel that God is yet 
gvaciouB to diem, and in their trust and confi- 
dence he will be moie to them than friends or 
estates. The "weary and heavy laden" may 
here, find rest and ease. For the protection of 
travellers bo(b by land and by sea^ our prayers 
are c^red up. The impenitent^ the mistaken, the 
prisoner,, die stranger, the deluded^ and tb^ 
doubtfuU share in the general interest of our sup^ 
plications, that Ood would look favourably upot^ 
them, lead them to repentance, bring themback 
firom the wrong path to the Vay of life, t^cK^ 
tdfCftfr the truth, release themfi*om suilfering> atid 
esteblish their faith. Towards' all men we stip* 
plicate mercy. Every order, rank,, and profesrid^r,' ' 
rich and poor, friaids and enemies, are hk^"^ 
uiiitted in one common prayer. Every evil which* 
can afflict us, is deprecated*; every good tiiat 
can be beneficial, is implored. 

If we compare the religious worship of thoti^'^ 
who have separated from the Church of Enghnld,^ 
for whatever cause, wherever any form of divMe 
worship is Used among them, with the Liturgj^ 
of our own Church, of its superior excelleneej,. 
there cannot be the leajst doubt Nothing can-' 
be said in approbation of their manner of worship, 
in comparison with the excellence of our own. 
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In theit Service they have no regular fovms j 
there is no confession of sin made by the people j 
no precatory absolution pronounced ; no pardon 
of God declared upon repentance and amendment 
of life ; no appointment of Psalms ; no selection 
of Lessons ; no rehearsal of Creeds ; no public 
confession of Faith ; no variety of Prayer, except 
that which their teacher may at any time pre- 
scribe, and at any time alter ; no Litany ; no 
Commandments, and sometimes only the Lord's 
Prayer, whicli was given us by Christ himself, as 
the pattern of all pre-composed forms of prayer. 

The Faith of the Church to which we belong, 
is not upheld by arbitrary decrees, or vague tra- 
ditions. From the Scriptures only her doctrines 
are derived, and to the Scriptures they confidently 
appeal. There is no article of her Creed which 
may not be traced to that origin. We conform 
to her worship, and obey her ordinances, accor- 
ding to the plain and infallible injunctions of 
Christ. 

It is a matter of joy and exultation to us, who 
are born and educated in the doctrine and disci- 
pline of this Church, into which we are admitted by 
Baptism, in early youth instructed in its Catechism, 
and sealed by Confirmation ; nourished by the par- 
ticipation of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
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and honoured and comforted by our attendance 
upon public worship. ''What return can we 
B(iake for all the benefits *' which we thus receiye, 
but love and obedience, honour and gratitude, 
to the Giver of all good ? Why should any one 
refuse to join in this Service? The doctrine, 
discipline, and worship of this Church, were from 
Christ and his Apostles^ and in use during the 
first centuries of the primitive profession of 
Christianity. They are built upon the foundation 
of the Scriptures, and supported by their sanction 
and authority. And to what part of them can 
objection be rationally maintained ? Every con- 
dition of man has an interest in it, and why should 
not all unite in it ? They who are in the highest 
rank here, feel the insignificance of their earthly, 
distinctions ; the low and the humble here know 
themselves to be but men; both are equally the 
children of God, equally capable of happiness, 
equally under the care and vigilant protection of 
Providence, heirs of glory, and inheritors of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. To all there is one c(Hn- 
mon faith, one common worship. All utter the 
same confession, proclaim the same praise. To 
accomplish this purpose of " glory to God," of 
^* peace on earth," and of *' good-will to men," 
the forms of the Common Prayer afibrd the 
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ifUkSieit and most rational assistance.^ May 
tliey be more valued and better understopd ! 
Majr no cold formality^ no idle indifference, be 
jtiMy charged against the members of our 
C%urch ! May no ravings of enthusiasm, no 
fatiatical reveries degrade its worship ! But may 
an be connected by unity of faith, doctrine,' and 
WOtship, and be " one fold under one shepherd^ 
JT^sus Christ !" 

'^'lil^ese thoughts cannot be better expressed, 
ihan in that excellent prayer /or Unity ^ in . the 
«fervice upon the Anniversary for the King's 
Accession. 



* I- . . 

*' O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
otir Only Saviour, the Prince of peace ; give us 
g^ace seriously to lay to heart the great dangers 
we are in by our unhappy divisions. Take away 
all hatred and prejudice, and whatever else may 
mhder us from union and concord : and as there 
is'but one body, and one spirit, and one hope of 



n • 



y Our excellent Liturgy recognizes with precision the One Great 
dject of worship, in his personal distinctions and gloiious attributes ; 
t^ honours and offices of the Redeemer, the power and agency of 
the Holj Spirit, the evil of Sin, the depravation of Man, and all the 
di»tipgulihii|g dcctrines of. the Go&pel. 

Nc w ton's J J ologia* 

M 
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our calling ; one Lord, one Faith^ one Baptism, 
one God and Father of us all^ so we may hence- 
forth be all of one heart, and one soul, united in 
one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and 
charity, and may with one mind and one mouth 
glorify thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 



^9«i 



Articles of Religion were first published in 
1536, in which some of the doctrines of the 
Roman Catholic Church were retained, and some 
of them rejected. 

in 1552, forty-two Articles were published, 
supposed to have been framed by Cranmer and 
Ridley, and were agreed upon by the Bishops 
and other learned men of the Clergy in the Con- 
vocation. These Articles were repealed by 
Queen Mary. 

The thirty-nine Articles were chiefly founded 
upon the former Articles, which were compiled 
and published in the reign of King Edward YI. 
They were drawn up in Latin, first passed in the 
Convocation, and confirmed by Queen Elizabeth 
in 1562. They were afterwards revised, and 
with few alterations, republished, both in Latin 
and English, and again ratified and confirmed in 
1 571, and again by King Charles L 

m2 
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In the compilation of them, much care was 
taken to establish the positive articles of Religion , 
to remove whatever had been formerly introduced 
with reference to the doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic Churchy or lately by the Anabaptists 
and Enthusiasts of Germany ; to avoid diversities 
of opinion ; and to leave to all, as much as pos- 
^iblcy in matters which were more liable to con« 
troversy, the privilege of following their private 
opinions, without causing disunion to the peace 
of the Church. 

The five first Articles contain the Christian 
doctrines concerning the Trinity; the sixth, 
seventh, and eighth, contain the rule of Faith ; 
the ten following relate to our duty as Christians, 
and the last twenty-one, as members of a religious 
society. 

The law requires submission to these Articles 
of all persons to be ordained Deacons or Priests ; ' 
of all Clergymen inducted to any Ecclesiastical 
Living, Lectureships, and Curacies ; " of the 
heads of Colleges, * of Chancellors, Officials 
and Commissaries, and of Schoolmasters. Dis- 
senting teachers are to subscribe all the Articles, 
except the thirty-fourth, thirty-fifth, and thirty- 

* 

' 13 Elia. c. 12, 13, 14. . • Charles II. c. 4. 
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sixths ^ and part of the twentieth ; and in the 
case of Anabaptists, except also part of the 
twenty-seventh; otherwise they are exempted 
from the benefits of the Act of Toleration. 

b 1 WUIiam III, c. 13. 



ARTICLE I. 

OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY. 

This first Article treats of the doctrine of Faith 
in the Holy Trinity. It is the same as was pub- 
lished in 1552. 

That there is a God is proved from his works 
of Creation and Providence, which derive their 
origin from him alone, and is confirmed by his 
prophecies and his miracles, and by the uniform 
consent of all nations. ^ 

That there is but '* one living and true God," 
is proved from his own nature, as He is the first 
cause and the end of all things. ^ 

He is " everlasting," as He is the first cause, 
and as it is impossible He could proceed from any 
other cause. * 

c Pearson, on the Creed, Art. 1. Tillotson, on Job xxviii. 28. 
Stillingfleet's Origines sacra, lib. 3.c. 1, 2. Grotius, de Veritate, 
lib. I.e. 5. 

d Ex. iii. 14. 1 Cor. viii. 4. 1 Thes. i. 9. Deut. vi. 4. Cle- 
mens Romanus, Ep. ad Cor. c. 46. Ignatius, Epist. ad Magnes. 
Justin Martyr ad Grsecos cohortat. p. 34. Apol. I. c. 6. 

e Psalm xc. 2. 1 Tim. i. 17. Grotius de verit. 1, i. c. 6. 
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He is " without body," immateraL and spiri- 
tual ; " without parts or passions ;" ^ co-extensive 
with all places^ and inseparable from himself^ 

He is of "infinite power;" from whom all 
power is derived : * of *' infinite wisdom," ** pro- 
ved from the admirable order and use of all 
things^ and from the various effects of his divine 
Providence : of* infinite goodness," proved from 
the creation and preservation of all things, and 
particularly from the redemption of mankind by 
Christ. 

He is the '* maker ^ and preserver ^ of all 
things." It is proved, that the world had a be- 
ginning, from circumstances which are every day 
presented to our notice, from the succession of 
new arts and sciences, from the discovery of 
regions hitherto unknown and yet uninhabited 
and uncultivated, and from all concurrent history. 
It, therefore, must have been created, and by 
whom* but by Him^ alone, who maintains and 

' John iv. 24. Fsal. cii. 26, 27. Pearson, on the Creed, Art* 6. 
Wilkins' Natural Religion, lib. i. c. 8. 10. 

g Rev. xi. 17. Acts xv 18. 

h Ps.cxlyii. 5. — cvii. 1. Luke XTiii. 19. Matt. xix. 17. Sher- 
lock on Providence, c. 7, 8. Scott's Christian Life, p. 2. vol. 2* 
p. 242. Theophilus Antioch. ad Autolyc. 1. 1,2. 
Gen. i. 1. Col. i. 16, 17. 

k Matt. x^29, 30. 

1 Stillingfleet's Origines sacra, 1. 3. c. 2. 
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preserves all things, and upon whose Almighty 
Providence all things depend. "* 

*' In unity of this Godhead, ° there be three 
persons^ of one substance^ power, and eternity." 
It is proved from the Scriptures, that they are 
co-equal and co-eternal, "the Fathier, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost." " 

In our belief of this Article of Faith, we shall 
be excited by meditation and prayer to every 
return of gratitude and obedience ; that the 
" Father's " free and everlasting love in Christ, 
is the only cause of Salvation ; that the " Son's '* 
Intercession and Redemption will inspire us with 
fidelity in his name, and constancy in our profesr 
sion of it ; and that the " Holy Ghost,'* who has 
promised to co-operate with us in every honest 
and virtuous pursuit, will excite us to cherish his 
gracious assistance by the continual use of every 
means of grace. As the three Persons are one 
God, the Holy Trinity has an equal and united 
claim to our praise and adoration. 

^ Scott*s Christian Life, p. 2. vol. 1. c. 4. Nowel's Catechism, 
p. 49, 50. Athenagoras Legatiopro Christ, p. 10, 11. 

'^ 2 Cor. xiii. 14. Matt, xxviii. 19. Is. xlii. 1. 2 Sam. xxiii. 
2. Ps. xxxiii. 6. Stillingfleet's Doctrine of the Trinity. Hooker's 
Ecci. Pol. I. 5. 51. Nowel's Catechism, p. 46. Irensus adv. H^tr, 
1. 1. c. 19. — I. 4. c 37. Tertullian adv. Praxeam, c. 25. 



ARTICLE n. 

OF THE WORD OR SON OF OOD, WHICH WAS 

r 

MADE VERY MAN. 

The doctrine of this Article, is the *' Word • 
or Son of God, which was made very Man ;" 
" of the Son, p which is the word of the Father, 
begotten "1 from everlasting of the Father, the 
very' and eternal God, and of one substance 
with the Father ; who ' took the nature of man 
in the womb of the blessed Virgin, ofher sub« 
stance ; so that two whole and perfect natures, 
the Godhead and Manhood, ^ were joined toge- 
ther in one person, never to be divided, whereof 
is one Christ, very God, and very man; who 
truly sufibred, " was crucified, dead, and buried, 

o Johni. 1. 

P Matt. i. 18. 20. John x. 36. Luke i. 35. Acts xiii. 33. 
Luke XX. 36. Rom. i. 4. Col. i 18. Heb. i. 3, 4> 5. 
4 John vi. 62. Is. xliv. 6. 1 Cor. xv. John i. 18. 
' Rom. ix. 5* Phil. ii. 6. 
' Lukei. 31. Gal. iv. 4. 

t Rev.i. 5, 6. 17, 18. Acts xx. 28. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
u Heb. X. 14. Matt.xxvii. 
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to "^ reconcile his Father to us^ and to be a sacri- 
fice^ y not only for original guilt, but also for 
actual sins of men." 

In this Article on the Incarnation of the eternal 
Word, we believe that God spared not his own 
Son, ** God manifest in the flesh ;" but delivered 
him up to shame and suffering, to effect our 
reconciliation and salvation. '^ 

The following words, in this Article, were not 
in those published in 1552 : ^' begotten from 
everlasting of the Father, the very and eternal 
God, and of one substance with the Father.'' 

X Eph.ii. 16,17,18. 

y Is. Uii. 4, 5, 6. 1 John ii. 2. 2 Cor. y. 21. 

* Hooker's Eccl. Pol. 1* 5. 51. Pearson, on the Ap. Creed. Art* 
2, 3, 4. Cave's Dissert de Euaebii Arianism. Grotius, de ScOit' 
facUone Ckristi. Scott's Christian Life, p. 2. c. 7. Nowel's Cate- 
chism, p. 64. Q^, Clemens Rom. ad Cor. c. 49. Ignatius adSmym* 
Justin Martyr, Apd. I. c 83. Irenseus <idv» Har, 1* 1. c 1. § 20* 
Ibid*l. 4. c. 14. Clemens Alex. Quis dw. Solo* c. 37* Origen conA'a 
Celsum, lib. 3. p. 135. Ibid. 1. 6. p. 308. TertuU. adv, Gentes, c. 2 1. 
Cyprian, de IdoL Fan* 



ARTICLE IIL 

OF THE GOING DoWN OF CHRIST INTO HELL. 

*' As Christ died for ud^ and was buried^ so 
also is it to be believed^ that He went down into 
Hell."^ 

8t. Matthew gives a plain and circumstantial 
account of the death ^ and burial of Christ* 
Commentators have remarked, that the word here 
translated ** Hell/' from the Hebrew and the 
Greek, signifies merely the state of the dead. ^ 
It is observed by Bishop Pearson, that, in the 
Aquileian Creed, about four hundred years after 
Christ, this descent was first mentioned in any 
confession of Faith ; and when the descent was 
expressed, the burial was omitted. St. Paul 
mentions the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Christ, but omits his descent into Hell. ** 

m 

• Acts ii. 25. 

^ Matt, xxvii. 

^ Pearson, Art. 5. Hammond's Pract. Cat. I. 5. § 2. Now- 
el's Cat. p. 70, 71. Irenseus adv. Hcpr, I. 5. c. 31. Tertull. de 
AnimAf c. 55. 

d 1 Cor. Hi. 4. 
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The descent of Christ into Hell, or the grave, 
will inspire us with comfortable hope that it is a 
place of sacred repose, until the general Resur- 
rection ; when the soul will re-assume its former 
state, and we shall be completely and eternally 
hi^py both in body and soul. 

At the first establishment in 1552, of the 
Articles, the Church imposed a certain meaning 
upon this article in the following words, — " For 
hb body lay in the grave till his Resurrection ; 
but his soul, being separate from his body, re* 
mained with the Spirits which were detained in 
prison, that is to say, in HeU, and there preached 
unto them, as witnesseth that place of Peter." * 
But upon the re-establishment of them ten years 
afterwards, it omitted this explanation, and left 
its members to form their judgnient upon it, as 
they should find most analogous to Scripture. 

« 1 Pet. iii. 19, 20. 



ARTICLE IV. 

OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 

This doctrine is proved from various^ predic- 
tions of this event, as well as from many unde- 
diable ^ testimonies of their accomplishment. 
He '^took again ^ his body, with flesh, bones, 
and ^ things appertaining to the perfection of 
man's nature." After his Resurrection, '* He ^ 
ascended iqto Heaven, and there ' sitteth " at the 
right hand of God, " until He " return to judge 
all men at the last day." For the truth of this 
^ctrine, there is that weight of evidence which 

f Mark iz. 31. Ps. xvi. 10. 

g Luke xxiv. 5. Acts i. 3. 1 Cor^ xv. 3 — 8. Pearson, Art. 5. 
Scott's Christian Life, p. 2. c. 7. § 13. Homily of the Resurrection. 
Nowel's Catechism, p. 71, 72. 
• •» John XX. 27, 28. Luke xxiv. 39, 40. 

1 Acts X. 41, 42. Ignadus ad Smym. Irenaeus (ido, Har. I. 5. 
c. 7. Tertull. adv, Marciony lib. 4. c. 43. Mark xvi. 19. 

^ Luke xxiv. 51. 

I CoL iii. 1. Acts iii. 20, 21. Nowel's Cat p. 73. Pearson on 
the Creed, Art. 6. Nelson's Festivals, Ascension -Day. Scott's 
Christian Life, p. 2. c. 7. § 5. 

m Acts X. 42. — xvii. 31. John xii. 48. Irenaeus adv. Har. 
lib. 3.C. 18. Nowel's Cat. p. 86. Pearson, Art. 7. Scott's Chris- 
tian Life, p 2. c. 7. § 11. 
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no human authority could suppress^ no artful 
contrivance of its adversaries could elude, and no 
ingenuity could invahdate. 

This Article is the same as that published 
in 1552. 



ARTICLE V- 



OF THE HOLY GHOST. 



€f 



The Holy Ghost^ proceeding from the Father 
and the Son^ is of one substance^ majesty, and 
glory, with the Father, and the Son, very and 
eternal God." 

That the Holy Ghost proceedeth ** from the 
Father and ^ the Son, is proved from the Scrip- 
tures ; that he is ^ of one substance, majesty, 
and glory with the Father and the Son ; and, 
therefore, that he is ** " very and eternal God." 

n John XV. 26. 

^ Gal. iv. 6. 1 Peter i. xi. Iraeneus adv, Har, 1. 1. c. 2. 

P Matt. i. 18. 1 Tim. iii. 16. Gen. i. 2. 26, &c. 1 Cor. ii. 10, 
11. 14.— vi. 19. TertuU. adv, Prax* c 30. 

<iActsv. 3, 4. John iii. 18. Homily on Whit-sunday. Pearson, 
Art. 8. Scott's Christian Life, p. 2.c. 7. §1. Nelson's Festivals, 
Trinity-Sunday. Prideaux Fasc. Controv. C. 2. Q. 5. 6. Andrews, 
on Acts xix. I, 2, 3> 
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His divine majesty and glory are evident from 
his operations, particularly with respect to the 
Incarnation of Christy that infinitely wonderful 
union of the divine and human nature, and not 
less clearly proved from his works of Creation. 
Since such operations are attributed to the Holy 
Ghost, which cannot be attributed but to a per- 
son distinct from the Father and the Son, as to 
intercede '' for the Saints ; to come, • sent by the 
Father in the name of Christ ; to * receive the 
things which are of Christ ; and to shew them to 
the world; and as"" to him are attributed the 
things which belong to God alone ; it is evident, 
that he is " very and eternal God," equal with 
the Father and the Son, and equally to be wor- 
shipped and adored. ^ 

This Article was first published in 156^. 

' Rom. viii. 27. 

■ John xiv. 26. 

t John xvi* 14. 

« 1 Cor. iii. 16 — vi. 19. Matt, xxviii. 19. 

^ Justin Martyr Apohg, I.e. 16. Ibid. c 6. Irenaeus adv* H«Br» 
1. 4. c 17. 37. Ibid. 1. v. c. 8. Cypridn. £p. 73. To the words in 
the Nicene Creed, kiQ to Ilvev/ia to iiyiov, were once added to 
Kvpiov, TO K*»>OTroibVf Tb ix th noTphQ Uwoptvofievov, Tb ffvv 
naTpi x^ ®^''^ ffVfiirpoiTKVv4fi€vov, xai ffvvdo^aKofiivoVt to 
XaXijvav iia t&v npo^iyrwv. 



ARTICLE VI. 

OP THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 

FOR SALVATION. 

In the sixth Article ^ we are not required to 
believe any doctrine, or to perform any service, 
which is not expressly or virtually contained in 
the Holy Scriptures. To every thing contained 
in the Scriptures, we are to pay humble and 
dutiful regard, and to receive nothing, as 
essentially necessary, which is ^not found in 
them. They contain all things " necessary to 
salvation. The Canonical Books are given as 
the rule of Faith and Practice. They are the 
" Books of the Old and New Testament, of 
whose authority there never was any doubt in 
the Church." 

y 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. Ignatius JSp. ad Phil. Tertull. de prascr. 
adv. Hceres. c. 8. Cyprian. Ep, 47. IrensBus, lib. 2. c. 47. 
Ibid. lib. 4. c. 69. 

» Deut. iv. 2. Homily, Of the reading the Holy Scripture. 
Nowel's Cat. p. 4. Jewel's Apol. p. 1. c 9, 10. Chillingworth'i 
Rel. Prot. c. 2. Hooker's Eccl. Pol. 1. § 14, and lib. 2. § 8. 
Blackall's Boyle's Lecture. 
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The Books of the Old Testament, 

Genesis, contains the History of the Creation, 
and the lives of the first Patriarchs. 

Exodus, describes the journey of the Israelites 
from Egypt, 

Leviticus, contains the laws and regulations 
relating to the Priests, Levites, and 
• Sacrifices. 

Numbers, contains several remarkable events in 
the march of the Israelites through the 
Wilderness, and the Laws and Ordinan- 
ces, civil and ceremonial, which are given 
by God, are here enumerated. 

Deuteronomy, the second Book of the Law, 
and the fifth Book of Moses. 

Joshua, relates a history of his wars and trans- 
actions, and the conquest and division of 
Canaan among the Tribes. 

Judges, describes the Israelites under the ad-^ 
ministration of persons called Judges. 

Ruth, is an appendix to the Book of Judges. 
The ancient rights of kindred and redemp« 
tion are here described, and the character 
of a pious widow is given. 

Samuel and Kings, are a continued history of 
the reign of the Kings of Israel and 
Judea. 

N 
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Chronicles, is an abridgment of the sacred 
history, from the beginning of the Jewish 
nation, to their return from captivity. 

Ezra, (Esdras) comprehends the History of 
the Jews, from the time of the edict of 
Cyrus for their return, to the twentieth 
year of Artaxerxes. 

Nehemiah, in the Latin Bible is called the Book 
of EsDRAs. It relates to the re-building 
the walls, towers, and gates of Jerusalem, 
and his solemn dedication of them, with 
the sacrifices and festivals which attended 
it ; and his complete reformation of various 
abuses which had taken place among the 
Jews. 

Esther, contains her own history, and the pre- 
servation of her countrymen, from the total 
extermination contrived by Haman, chief 
minister and favourite of King Ahasuerus. 

Job, gives a narrative of his misfortunes, and his 
final restoration to prosperity, with excel- 
lent lessons of patience and resignation. 

Psalms, the one hundred and fifty Psaims of 
David, many of which have particular 
titles, either of the name of the author, 
the person who was to sing them, the 
instrument to be used, or the subject and 
occasion of them. 
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Proverbs^ of Solomon, contain rules and pre- 
cepts suitable to every condition and cir- 
cumstance of life. 

EccLEsiASTESy WRS the work of Solomon, enume- 
rating the various objects upon which men 
place their happiness, and then shewing 
the insufficiency of all sublunary enjoy- 
ments. 

Canticles, or, the Song of Solomon, a divine 
allegory, supposed to represent the union 
of the Messiah with his Church. 

Isaiah, the most remarkable of whose predictions 
are those concerning the Messiah, which 
describe all the circumstances of his Uf^ 
and death. 

Jeremiah, whose prophecy relates, in part, to 
the time subsequent to the captivity of 
Israel, and before that of Judah. It fore- 
tells the approaching calamities in Chaldea, 
and the deliverance and happy return of 
the Jews. 

Lamentations, describe the calamities of the 
siege of Jerusalem, and the persecutions 
i^hich Jeremiah himself suffered; the 
desolation of the City and Temple, and a 
prayer for the Jews in their dispersion 
and captivity. 

n2 
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EzEKiEL, refers to the corrupt manners of the 
Jews of those times, and foretells the 
destruction of the Temple, and the happy 
return of the Jews to their own land. 

Daniel, relates the history of the kings of Baby- 
lon, and the circumstances of the Jews 
under their government. He foretells 
future events which should happen to his 

• own Church and Nation, with reference 

also to other princes and kingdoms. 

Hose A, foretells the captivity in Assyria, and de- 
nounces vengeance against the idolatries 
of the people of Israel and Judea. 

Joel, upbraids the Israelites for their idolatry, 
foretells their calamities, and exhorts them 
to reformation. 

Amos, remonstrates against the prevailing sins of 
the Israelites, and of Judea ; he denoun- 
ces judgment and destruction against their 
enemies, and foretells the restoration of 
the Tabernacle of David, and the erecting 
of the Kingdom of Christ. 

Obadiah, predicts the deliverance of Jerusalem. 

Jonah, records his mission to the Ninevites, his 

attempt to flee from the presence of the 

. Almighty, his punishment and miraculous 

deliverance, with his prophecy, discontent, 

and final reproof. 
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M1CAH9 censures the vices of Jerusalem and 
Samaria, and foretells the confusion of the 
enemies of the Jews, the coming of the 
Messiah, and the glorious success of the 
Church. 

Nahum^ foretells the destruction of Nineveh. 

Habakkuk, predicts the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Chaldeans. 

Zephakiah, contains severe reproofs against 
Judah. 

Haggai, exhorts the Jews, after their return 
from the captivity, to finish the re-building 
of the Temple. 

Zechariah, encourages the Jews in re-building 
the second Temple. 

Malachi, reproves the Jews for their w)ckednes3 
after their return from Babylon; clearly 
foretells the Messiah, as well as his fore- 
runner, John the Baptist. It is the last 
Canonical Book of the Old Testament. 

The Apocryphal Books are added at the end 
of the Old Testament ; to be read * for example 
of life and instruction of manners, but are not 
intended to be applied to establish any doc«> 
trine. 

* HieroRi, Pr^at, in P^werh. 
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The Books of the New Testament are, ilfa#- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John, the four Evangelists, 
who wrote the History of the Life of Jesus Christ 
— the Acts of the Apostles, in the earliest period 
of Ecclesiastical History — the various Epistles of 
St. Paul, St. Peter, James, John, and Jude, ad- 
dressed to the first Converts of the Christian 
Faith — arid the Revelations of St. John. 

These are the Scriptures^ which contain, as this 
Article declares, all things necessary for Salva- 
tion. ^ " All Scripture is given by the Inspira- 
tion of God^ and is profitable for doctrine, for cor- 
rection, foi^ instruction in righteousness/' The Old 
Testament records not only the eventful History 
of the earliest Inhabitants of the World, and the 
most astonishing Miracles, but the Prophecies, 
which in the New Testament have been exactly 
fulfilled. The purity and perfection of Scrip- 
ture, its majesty and simplicity, its power over the 
conscience, its Prophecies of things to come, 
which God alone could foretell, and its exact 
agreement of one part with another, are most in- 
fallible proofs of its Divine Authority. 

This Article is the fifth of those published in 
1552. After the word ** hereby," were then in- 
to 2 Tim. Hi. 16. 
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serted the following words, " although sometimes 
it may be admitted by God's faithful people as 
pious, and conducing unto order and decency ; 
yet"— 



ARTICLE VII. 

OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

The Old and New Testaments,*^ so far from 
being contrary to each other, mutually confirm 
the doctrines of each. ** In both, " everlasting 
Life is offered by Christ to mankind,^' who, being 
both God and Man, is '* the • only Mediator be- 
tween God and Man." They, therefore,^ who 
feign that the Old Fathers of the Church '' look- 
ed only for transitory promises," are not to be 
heard. " Although the Law given from God by 

« Matt. V. 17, 18. Acta xviii. 28. John v. 39. 46. Origen 
Philocal c. 6. 

d Rom. iii. 21. — xvi. 26. Gal. iii. 24. Gen. iii. 15. — xii. 3. 
Dan. xii. 2, 3. Hammond's Practical Catechism, 1. l.§ 1. Nowel's 
Cat p. 41. Ignatius Epist. ad PhUad, Theophilus Antioch. a<l 
AiUolyc, I. 3. p. 225. Irensus adv, Har, 1. 4. c. 5. Justin Martyr, 
Apol. I. c. 39. 

« 1 Tim. ii. 5. 1 John ii. 1. Scott's Christian Life, p. 2. c. 7. 
§ 1. 6. Nowel'sCat. p. 109. 

t Heb. xi. 10. 14.26. 35. 
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Moses, ' concerning rites and ceremonies/' do not 
bind Christians, ** nor ought ** its Civil Precepts 
to be received in any Commonwealth ;" yet, " no 
Christian is free from the obedience of the Com* 
mandments, which are called Moral." 

In this Article, it is set forth that everlasting 
Life is offered to men, both in the Old and New 
Testament, by Christ, the only Mediator ; that, 
in the Old Testament, not only transitory pro- 
mises, but eternal Blessings were expected ; ' that, 
all Christians are obliged to keep the Moral Law 
of Moses, not that Ceremonial Law which con* 
sisted in religious reverence of particular symbo* 
lical places. " True^ worshippers shall worship 
the Father, in Spirit and in Truth." The Cere- 
monial gifts and sacrifices, with all their carnal 
ordinances, are at an end. * Nor are Christians 
under any obligation to the political Laws of the 
Jews," but they are not exempt from Moral obe- 
dience. 



S Gal. iii. 25. — ^v. 1. Col. ii. 16, 17. Acts xv. Heb. viL 12. S8. 
Jer. xxxi. 31, 32. Sdllingfleet's Origines Sacra, lib. ii. c 7. Origen 
contra Celsum, lib. 7. p. 349. Irenaeus adv. Hares, lib. 4. c. 8. 

h James ii. 8,9, 10, 11. Matt. v. 17, 18, 19, 20. Hammond's 
Practical Catechism, l 2. § 3. Hooker's Eccl. Pol. I. 1. § 15. Irenaeus 
adv. Hares. 1. 4. c. 27. 

1 Heb. ix. 10. 13, 14. ^ John iv.23. 

1 Eph. ii. 14, 15, 16. "» Rom. xiii. 1. — xvi. 37. 
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This Article is the sixth of 1552. The last 
sentence was added in 1562. 



ARTICLE VIII. 



OF THE THREE CREEDS. 



The three Creeds ° are to be "received and 
believed/* because they are proved by the Scrip- 
tures. 

The ** Nicene" Creed was so called from Nice 
in Asia, in Natolia^ celebrated for the General 
Council assembled there in 825, at which it was 
drawn up. This Council met for the purpose of 
suppressing the doctrines of Arius. 

The " Athanasian" Creed is a Confession of 
Faith, supposed to have been drawn up by Atha- 
nasius, Bishop of Alexandria, to justify himself 
against the calumnies of his Arian adversaries. 
It is now generally allowed, among learned men, 
not to have been composed by him. Waterland 
ascribes it to Hilary, Bishop of Aries, about 430. 

" Judeiii. Pearson, on the Ap. Creed, p. 335. Hooker*8 Eccle- 
sias. Pol. lib. 5. § 42. Wall's History of Infant Baptism, p. 2. c. 9. 
1 10. Cave's HitL Lit. vol. I. p. 146. Bull! Judic Eccles. Cath, c. 5. 
Waterland's Crit Hist, of the Athanasian Cr^d. 
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The " Apostles' Creed*' is a summary of the 
Christian Faith ; so called, not because they wrote 
it, but because it contains the doctrines delivered 
by them. It is of great antiquity ; and, as it now 
stands in the Liturgy, is to be found in the works 
of St. Ambrose, in the third, and of Ruffinus, in 
the fourth century. 

Some expressions, introduced into the *' Nicene 
Creed," may require explanation. *' The only- 
begotten Son," was an expression here introduced 
because, previous to the publication of this Creed, 
there were certain heretics who taught that Christ 
was not the begotten, but the adoptive Son of 
God ; and because, others held him to be the 
Son, but in a different sense from that received 
by the Church. These words, together with the 
words, ** God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God," are a declaration against that ob- 
solete heresy. For the same purpose, the words 
*' begotten, not made," were inserted. The ex- 
pression " Light of Light," is more obscure. The 
early Fathers adopted a mode of illustrating the 
doctrine of the Trinity, in the triple essence of 
fire, light, and heat ; the fire they assigned to the 
Father ; the light to the Son ; and the heat to 
the Holy Ghost. To enfi)rce the doctrine they 
wished to maintain, of his being God begotten of 
God, they added, by way of illustration, for the 
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confirmation of Faith, that He was also ** Light 
of Light ;" and, to prevent the possibiKty of error, 
were added the words " very God of very God." 
As to the expression '* one Baptism for the remis- 
sion of Sins/' we read that St. Cyprian, about 
seventy years before the Council of Nice, held a 
provincial Council in Africa, at which it was 
deemed proper, that heretics should be re-bap- 
tized, before their reception and re-admission into 
the bosom of thie Church. The words, "one 
Baptism," were intended to reprobate this doc- 
trine. The remarkable words in this Creed, " of 
one substance" or corisubstantial " with the Fa- 
ther," caused innumerable and endless disputes 
between those who maintained that Christ was 
" of the same substance," and those who held 
that He was *'of the like substance" " with the 
Father." 

There are formularies or confessions of Faith 
of much earlier date, with very little variation, 
almost in the same words, as are to be found in 
the three Creeds. ^ 

The Creeds of the ancient Christians were very 
short. Under the earliest date of Apostolical 
constitutions, they are said to have been baptized 

® (rensus adv» Hter. 1. 1. c. 2. Tertullian de pntscript. adv. H«er* 
c, 1 3. Vetut Sym, Eccleske Hierosolymitana ex Cyrillo* Gregorii 
Thaumaturgi Neocasarea in Ponto Episcopi. 
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" into the name of the Father who sent^ the Son 
who came, and the Holy Ghost who witnessed." p 
In the time of Tertullian^ this rule of Faith was 
more explicit ; it was to ** helieve in One God 
Almighty, Maker of the worlds and in his Son 
Jesus Christ, bom of the Virgin Mary, crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, raised from the dead the 
third day, received in Heaven, who sits at the 
right hand of the Father, and shall come to judge 
the living and the dead by the resurrection of the 
flesh." The Creeds, into which we are baptized, 
are still the same in substance, though different 
in form. That which is called the Apostles' 
Creed has had little alteration since it was first 
compiled. In the short Creeds much was com- 
prehended. The Eunuch's belief in Christ, was 
virtually a declaration of the Belief of the Tri- 
nity. In the name of Christ, i» understood the 
" person who was anointed, and the Unction it- 
self, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. *i 
This Article is the seventh of those published 
in 1552. The words in it, " and believed," were 
not in the former Article. 

P Const. Apost. lib. 3. c. 17. 1 [renaeus, lib. 3. c. 20. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

OF ORIGINAL OR BIRTH-SIN. 

This Article affirms, that "Original Sin" con- 
sists'* not " in the following of Adam^ as the Pela- 
gians ' vainly talk, but^ in the fault or moral 
irregularity, and in the corruption or sinful de- 
pravity of the nature ^ of every man, bom into 
the world. Many are restrained from these moral 
irregularities by the fear of disgrace and punish- 
ment ; "^ which fear is impressed upon them by 

r Rom. V. 12. 14. 

• The Pelagians were a sect of Christians which appeared about the 
end of the fourth Century. They were so denominated from Pelagius, 
a native of Great Britain. Fragments of his works were collected by 
Jerome, and by Gamerius. He maintained, amongst other doc- 
trines, that Adam was by nature mortal, and, whether he had sinned 
or not, would certainly have died ; and that the consequences of Adam's 
sin, were confined to his own person. 

^ Ps. li. 5. Rom. V. 19. Eph. ii 3. Prov. xxvii. 19. Rom. 
ill. 9. Clemens Rom. c. 17. Irenaeus, 1. 4. c. 39. Ibid, 1. 5. c. 16^ 
Cyprian. TesHm, ad Quirinum, 1. 3. 54. Ibid, Ep. 64. 

a Ps. Iviii. 3. Pearson, on the Creed, Art. 3. p. 167. Rom. vii. 
18. Gen. viii. 21. Gal. v. 17. Rom. vii. 18.— v. 18. 

« Eph. ii. 3. NoweFs Cat. p. 53, 54. Homily on the Nativity, 
p. 2. Wall's History of Infant Baptism, pt. 1. c. 19. Prideaux 
Fasc. Cont. C. 3. Q. 3. Gal. v. 17. Rom. vHI. 7. 
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education, by habits of meditation and study^ by 
the influence of good example^ and by a com- 
pliance with the customs, and obedience to the 
Laws under which we live. " Although ^ there 
be no condemnation for them that beUeve and are 
baptized, yet the Apostle doth confess, that con-^ 
cupiscence and lust hath of itself the nature of 
sin." Whilst man is '' the servant of sin," he is 
«' free from righteousness." 

This Article is the eighth of those published 
in 1552. After the word ** talk," was inserted 
'' and at this day is affirmed by the Anabaptists ;" 
but these words are omitted in this Article. 



ARTICLE X. 

OF FREE-WILL. 

The tenth Article treats of Free- Will; that, 
" such is the condition of man, after the fall of 
Adam, that he cannot, by his own natural strength,'* 
and by good works, turn and prepare himself '^ to 
Faith and calling upon God." The Scriptures 

y Rom. viii. 1 — vii. 7. Jewel's Def* ApoU pt 3. c. 11. Div. 5. 
Prideaux Ibid, c. 3. Q. 5. 
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tell US, that we have of ourselves no power, no ■ 
will, no inclination, to believe and call upon God, 
nor '^to do works pleasant and acceptable*' to 
him ; unless, by his Almighty agency, ^ by his aid 
and concurrence with our own natural strength, 
his Grace assist us. 

This doctrine has been the occasion of much 
controversy and dispute among Christians. But 
this assistance of Divine Grace is not inconsis- 
tent with the will of men. If we cherish in our- 
selves every good disposition, we may be assured; 
that, by the communication of his grace, God will 
help our infirmities and animate our sincere en- 
deavours. 

This Article was the ninth of those published 
in 1552 ; and it began *' We have no power" — 
the former part of the sentence was added in 1562. 
After this Article, was the tenth, ** Of Grace," in 
the following words, which was afterwards omit- 
ted ; — '* The Grace of Christ, or the Holy Ghost, 
which is given by him, doth take from man the 
heart of stone, and giveth him a heart of flesh. 

' John XV. 4, 5, 6. 44. 1 Cor. ii. 14. — xii. 3. John vi. 44. 
2 Cor. iii. 5. Clemens Alex. Quis dives salv, c. 21. Irensus adv. 
Har, 1. 3. c* 22. Ibid, 1. 4. c. 27. TertuU. de Orat. c 4. 

• PhU. ii. 13. Rom. viii. 8. Acts vi. 14. Nowel's Cat p. 104. 
Hammond's Pract. Cat. 1. 5. § 4. Wall's Infant Baptism, pt 1. c. 19i 
Pearson, on the Creed, p. 327. Hall's Roma Irreeon* § 8. ^ 



i 
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And, though it rendereth us wilhng to do those 
good works, which before we were unwilUng to 
dO| and unwilling to do those evil works which 
before we did, yet is no violence offered by it to 
the will of man ; so that no man, when he hath 
sinned, can excuse himself, as if he had sinned 
against his will, or upon constraint ; and there- 
fore that he ought not to be accused or con- 
demned upon that account/' 



ARTICLE. XL 

OF THE JUSTIFICATION OF MAN- 

The Scriptures declare, that we are justified 
or '^ accounted righteous ** before God" for 
the '^ merit of Jesus Christ, by Faith, and not 
,for our own works;" that faith in the righte- 
ousness of Christ is the only ground of our justi- 
fication ; and that our faith must be justified by 
works, which are the best evidence of our beUef. 

b 1 John i. 7. Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26.— v. 19. £ph. ii* »• 9. 
Ps. C3diii. 2. Oal. v. 6. Clemens Rom. Ep, ad Cor, c. 32. Irenasut 
adv, H<BT* 1. 4. c. 13* /Mdf> c 67. Cyprian. Tti^m. ad Qmrin, 1. 3. 
c. 43. Ibid. Ep, 63. 
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" To him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is count- 
ed for righteousness."*^ To him, who does not 
perform any good works, whether of the Law of 
Nature or of Moses, from an opinion of the merit 
of either, or who does not perform perfect obedi- 
ence, which no man can perform, by which he may 
claim Salvation ; but who first relies on the mercy 
of God, *^ his faith is counted for righteousness." 

''Being justified freely by his Grace, through 
the Redemption that is in Jesus Christ f ' ^ being 
freely forgiven by his grace and favpur, and so 
accepted or esteemed as righteous, on account of 
the remission of our sins, and of Christ's righteous- 
ness being imputed to us ; which is conferred upon 
us in consideration of the price of that Redemp- 
tion, which was paid for us by Christ. 

It is a " doctrine, very full of comfort."® 

Luther called this Article of Religion, the dis- 
tinguishing mark of a standing or falling Church, 
Witsius tells us, that the whole of Christianity de- 
pends upon the doctrine of Justification. It is 
diffused through the wliole body of Theology ; 

. *^ Rom. iv. 5. d Rom. iii. 24. 

e Is, xl. 1, 2. Rom. V. 1, 2. — x. 10. Matt. xi. 2S. Nowel's 
Cat* p. 98. 1 29. Homily of Salvation and Faith. Hammond's 
Pract. Cat. 1. 1. $ 4. Hooker's Discourse on Justification. Jewel's 
Drf, ApoL pt. 1. c. 9. Div. 4. Prideaiix, c. 5. Q* 5, 

O 
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and as it is well or ill founded, the edifice becomes 
firm and magnificent, or totters to its very base 
and is in danger disgracefully to fall. It is the 
substance and perfection of Christianity. When 
we can do no good works before we are justified, 
we cannot be justified by good works. 

There is no " Homily" with the title " of Justi- 
fication." The Homily *' of the Salvation of all 
mankind" is supposed to be here meant. 

This Article is the eleventh of those of 1552. 
The whole of it ran thus : *' Justification by Faith 
only in Jesus Christ, in that sense wherein it is 
set forth in the Homily of Justification, is the 
most certain and most wholesome doctrine for a 
Christian Man." 
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ARTICLE XII. 



OF GOOD WORKS. 



The twelfth Article treats of " good works, ' 
which are the fruits « of Faith, and follow ^ after 
Justification." They " cannot put away our sins, * 
and endure^ the severity of God's judgment." 
But they are " acceptable * to God in Christ," 
and °* necessarily proceed from a " true and lively 
Faith," which may be as *' evidently known, as a 
tree by its fruit." " 

This Article was not among those published in 
1552 ; but was added in 1562. It was probably 
intended to obviate any objection that might be 
made to the expression in the preceding Article, 
that " we are justified by Faith only." Good 

f Eph. ii. 10. Tit. iii. 15. 

X Jam6s ii. 17. Ignatius Ep, ad Ephes* Clemens Rom. EpUt. 
ad Cor* c. 10. Justin Martyr, ApoL I. c« 22. 

^ Heb. xi. 6. 1 Luke xvii. 10. Gal. iii. 11. 

^ Ps. cxxxiii. 2. 1 John i. 7. Eccles. vii. 20. 

1 Heb. xiii. 16. 21. Mark xi. 41. Rom. viii. 9. 

™ Gal. V. 6. 

n James ii. 18. Matt, vii^ 16. Nowel's Cat p. 46. 101. Ham* 
mond, lib. 1. § 3. Jewel's Apol.^i, 2. c 20. Div. 1. 

o 3 
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works are ever pleasing in the sight of God, yet 
are not so meritorious as to put away our sins ; but 
the performance of them are the best proofs of 
true Faith, and are indispensable for the attain- 
♦ -j^ment of future happiness. 

Before the year 1562, certain sects, called Anti- 
nomians or Soliiidians had arisen. These Sec- 
tarians might have taken advantage of the expres- 
sions in the eleventh Article, to assert, that their 
Creed was not different from that taught by our 
Church. To prevent the possibility of such mis- 
representation, and to check the growth of these 
erroneous doctrines, this Article might have been 
composed, and here inserted. The doctrine of 
the Church is, that, the cause of our Salvation is, 
the merits and sufferings of Christ, by which he 
purchased our Redemption. Our love and obe- 
dience to him are the condition, upon which we 
shall be allowed to receive the mercies which he 
holds out to us. This is the great and vital doc- 
trine of Christianity. 



ON THE LITURGY. 197 



ARTICLE XIII. 

OF WORKS BEFORE JUSTIFICATION. 

The beginning of this Article may be proved 
by various passages in Scripture ; " a corrupt 
tree cannot bring forth good fruit." Such works, 
as are " done before the grace of Christ, and the 
inspiration of his Spirit/* cannot be pleasing to 
God, ° because they proceed not from " Faith in 
Jesus Christ." They do not '* make men meet to 
receive grace, nor deserve p grace of congruity," 
or from their supposed natural affinity to God. 
All works, therefore, before faith or justification, *> 
are, in their nature, sinful; necessarily partake 
of the imperfection and corruption of man. 

The merit of " congruity" is ascribed, by Di- 
vines, to such works as are done by the mere force 
of Free- Will, and which are to be rewarded only 

» Rom. iii. 9, 10. 19, 20. 23 — viii. 7, 8. Matt. vii. 18. Heb. 
xi. 6. Gal. iii. 26. Eph. ii. 10. Ignatius Ep. ad Ephet, Ire- 
nmu&adv.HarA, 5. c. 10. Homily, Of Good Works. Newel's Cat. 
p. 101. 

P 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit iii. 5. Rom. iv. 2. C— vif. 18.— viii. 8. 

q Tit. i. 15. 1 Cor. x. 31. Prov. xv. 8. Is. i. 10. I.'J. 
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out of liberality. The Scriptures, however, teach 
us to view mankind in their corrupt state, unable 
to do any thing which shall entitle them to reward. 
The actions of those, who are not brought to the 
knowledge of Christ, are, indeed, here pro- 
nounced to " have the nature of sin ;' yet it does 
not follow, that they will be excluded from pardon 
and salvation. Christ died for the sins of all men. 
But, we, who are blessed with the use and know- 
ledge of the Scriptures, have an awful task to 
perform. If much be given to us, much will be 
required. We are to '* abound more and more 
in every good work," in love and obedience, in 
faith, charity, and repentance. 

This Article is the twelfth of those published 
in 1552. 



ARTICLE XIV. 

OF WORKS OF SUPEREROGATION. 

'' The meaning of the fourteenth Article is, that 
it is impossible for any man, however perfect he 
may be, however remarkable for his works of 

' Luke xvii. 10, 11, IS. 14. Matt. v. 48. Cyprian. Tesiim. 1. 3. 
c. 4. Ibid. c. 51. Patrick's Answer to the Touchstone, § 18. 



ON THE LITURGY. 199 

righteousness, to merit at the hand of God any 
reward. AH that he can do^ it is his '^ bounden 
duty" to perform ; and no man can do more than 
his duty. 

This is the fifteenth of the Articles, published 
in 1552. 



ARTICLE XV. 

OF CHRIST ALONE WITHOUT SIN. 

" In the truth of our nature, * Christ was made 
like unto us in all things, ^ sin only excepted ; 
from which he was clearly void, both in his flesh 
and in his Spirit/' He assumed human nature 
without sin. *' Sin was not in Him." He came, 
by the sacrifice of himself, to take away the sins 
of the world. ^ We, indeed, " ofiend "" in many 

' Heb. ii. 14. NoweFs Cat. p. 61. Pearson, on the Creed, Art. 3. 
Scott's Christian Life, pt. 2. c. 7. § 5. 

t Matt. i. 20. Luke i. 15. Heb. vii. 26.— iv. 15 — x. 11. John 
xiv. 30. 1 Pet. ii.22. Irenaeus, 1. 5. c. 14. 

n Nowel, p. 40. 228. Jewel, p. 2. c 19. Div. 1. Tertull. de 
Pudic* c. 19. 

* James iii. 2- 
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things ; and if we say that we have no ^in, we de-^ 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." ^ 

This Article therefore, teaches, that Christ 
partook of the ordinary nature of man, subject to 
infirmities and temptations, but that he was with- 
out sin ; that he was '* a Lamb without spot," and 
offered himself to God as a sacrifice for the sins 
of the whole world. It is our part, by uniform 
obedience to God's commands, in faith and re- 
pentance, to endeavour to obtain his favour, with- 
out presuming on our own merits, or sinking into 
despondence. 

This is the fourteenth Article of those of 1552, 
and there intituled , ^* None but Christ without 
Sin." 



ARTICLE XVL 



OP SIN AFTER BAPTISM. 



It does not appear that in this Article is meant 
the outward ordinance of Baptism, or at least not 
that in itself, but the inward spiritual grace sig- 



y 1 John i. 8. 
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nified by Baptism^ * the new birth or regenera- 
tion. If we sin wilfully, * after we have received 
the knowledge of the Truth, " there remains no 
more sacrifice for sins." But, ** if every sin after 
Baptism be not unpardonable, as is confirmed by 
the fall of St. Peter, " the grant of repentance is 
not to be denied." '* By the grace of God we 
may arise again, and amend our lives." ^ 

The Sin against the Holy Ghost is repre- 
sented ^ by the three first Evangelists, as never to 
.be forgiven. This sin is understood to consist in 
the final rejection of the Gospel; the truth of 
which the Apostles preached, and which was con- 
firmed by miracles, and • gifts of the Holy Ghost ; 
as it discovered an invincible obstinacy, and an 
impious defiance of the mercy and goodness of 



* Rom. vi. 3, 4. 

» Gal. iii. 10. Lukexiu40. Rom. i. 18. 1 John v. 16. Heb. 
X. 26, 27. 

b Mark iii. 28. Gal. vi. 1. 2 Sam. vii. 15. Luke xxii. 32. 
Tillotson, on Matt.xii. 31, 32. Kettlewell's Measures of Obedience, 
1. 5. c. 6. Pearson, on the Creed, Art. 10. p. 368. Clemens Rom. 
Epist ad Cor. c. 7. Ignatius, Ep, ad Phil, Clemens Alex. Quh 
dives saHv. c 39. Irenasus, adv, Har, I. 3. c. 37. Cyprianus Ep* 
57. 

c Rom. xi. 20. Luke xxii. 82. 1 John i. 10. 2 Cor. ii. 7, 8. 

d Matt. xii. 31, 32. Mark iii. 28, 29. Luke xii. 10. 

« Heb. ii. 4. 
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Grod. It was the common opinion among the 
Ancient Jews, that all sins would be forgiven 
them in the age of the Messiah. To rectify this 
mistaken notion, our Saviour tells them, that the 
Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, in particular, 
should not be forgiven them in that time of the 
Messiah, which they expected to come. It was 
the particular Blasphemy of the Pharisees, ^ ob- 
stinately and maliciously to impute the Miracles 
of Christ to the Devil. This sin is unpardonable^ 
because no man, guilty of it^ can repent of it. He 
has done the utmost against the Spirit of Grace,^ 
and it is impossible, without grace, to repent. 

This was the fifteenth Article of 1552 ; and 
was intituled " Of Sin against the Holy Ghost." 
Instead of the word " forgiveness," it was " pe- 
nance" in that Article. After this, another fol- 
lowed, which is not included in the Articles of 
1562, intituled " The Blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost." " The Blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost is then committed, when any man, out of 
malice and hardness of heart, doth wilfully re- 
proach and persecute, in an hostile manner, the 
Truth of God's word, manifestly made known 
unto him. Which sort of men, being made ob- 

f Mark iii. 29, 30, « Heb. x. 29. 
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noxious to the curse, subject themselves to the 
most grievous of all wickednesses ; from whence 
this kind of sin is called unpardonable, and so 
affirmed to be by our Lord and Saviour." 



ARTICLE XVIL 

OF PREDESTINATION AND ELECTION. 

" Predestination ^ to life is the everlasting pur- 
pose of God, whereby, before the foundations of 
the world were laid, he hath constantly decreed 
by his counsel, secret to us, * to deliver, from curse 
and damnation^ those whom ^ he hath chosen in 
Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by 
Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to 
honour. Wherefore they, * which he endued 
with so excellent a benefit of God, be called ac- 
cording to God's purpose by his Spirit working 
in due season : they, through grace, obey the 

^ Eph. i. 4, 5' Matt. xxv. 34. xx, 3. 1 Tim. i. 9. Rom. ix. 
16. Eph.iii. 11. Acts xiii. 48. 
i 1 Pet i. 2. Matt. xxii. 14. 
k Gal.iii. 13. Eph.i. 5, 6. 
I Rom. viii. 30. Gal. i. 15. 2 Tim. i. 9. 1 Thes. ii. 12. 
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calling : they be justified ™ freely : they be made " 
sons of God by adoption : th^y be made like the 
image of his only ° begotten Son Jesus Christ : 
they walk religiously p in good works : and ** at 
length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlast- 
ing felicity. 

" As the godly consideration of Predestination, 
and our Election in Christ, is full of sweet, plea- 
sant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons, 
and such as feel m themselves the working of the 
Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works of the flesh, 
and their earthly members, and drawing up their 
mind to high and heavenly things, as well because 
it doth greatly establish and confirm their Faith 
of eternal salvation to be enjoyed through Christ, 
as because it doth fervently kindle their love to- 
wards God ; so, for curious and carnal persons, 
lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have continually 
before their eyes the sentence of God's Predes- 
tination, is a most dangerous downfal, whereby 
the Devil doth thrust them either into despera- 
tion, or into ^ wretchlessness of most unclean liv- 
ing, no less perilous than desperation. 

m Eph! i. 7. Tit. Hi. 7. 

n Gal.iv. 5. ' ° Rom. viii. 29. P Eph. ii. 10. 

q Eph. i. 11. 1 Pet. i. 3,4,5. 

»■ Heedlessness, Carelessness ; the Latin word is praclpitiwn, pre- 
cipice. 
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" Furthermore, we must receive God's pro- 
mises in such wise ■ as they be generally set forth 
to us in holy Scripture ; and, in our doings, * that 
will of God is to be followed, which we have ex- 
pressly declared unto us in the word of God." 

The doctrine of Predestination has been the 
subject of the most perplexing controversy that 
has ever occurred amongst men. The contro- 
versy upon this subject commenced in the early 
part of the fifth century. It was carried on, with 
much warmth and acrimony, by Augustine, fiishop 
of Hippo, who first asserted the leading tenets of 
the Predestinarians, in opposition to the heretical 
opinions advanced by Pelagius. Predestination 
is affirmed to be the decree of God, by which, 
from all eternity, he has unchangeably appointed 
whatever comes to pass, and has particularly fore- 
ordained certain individuals of human beings to 
everlasting happiness, and certain individuals to 
everlasting misery. The former of these are 
called the elect, and the latter the reprobate. 

The doctrine of absolute Election and Repro- 
bation was maintained by those who are called 
Supralapsarians. That God selected a certain 

s John Hi. 16. 1 Tim. ii. 4. 6. 

* Luke X. 25, 26, 27, 28. Burnet, on the Articles. Bennet's 
Essay on the Articles. Tomline's Eleni. of Chribtiaii Tlieol* Art> 17* 
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number of men, ivhom he passed over as unwor- 
thy of his regard and attention, was the doctrine 
of the Sublapsarians. But Election is not the 
effect of any irreversible decree ; it is so called, 
because they embraced the Gospel readily, by 
which they became elect or precious to God. It 
would be needless to make our ** calling and elec- 
tion sure," were they irreversible. 

*' God has chosen us before the foundation of 
the world." " This is the true Scripture notion 
of Predestination : not that God absolutely and 
unconditionally predestinated particular persons 
to Salvation ; but that, by an act of grace and 
mercy, he predestinated or appointed from the 
foundation of the world the person by whom, and 
the method in which, and the conditions in com- 
pliance with which, sinners might obtain forgive- 
ness from him. This Predestination is not accord- 
ing to our works, however moral they may be, 
much less according to our ceremonial works ; 
but is what proceeds merely from his goodness 
and mercy. God determined to create men rea- 
sonable Beings ; he endowed them with the free- 
dom of their will ; and whatever is left to their 
choice must be conditional, and cannot have been, 
absolutely and immutably, from all eternity, de- 

u i:ph.i.4. 2 Tim. i. 9. 
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» 

creed. At the same time he foresaw which way 
the inclination of man would direct him* He 
foresaw, that they would fall ; but, in mercy and 
compassion, he predestinated to eternal, salvation, 
those who should believe, and continue in the 
Faith. Predestination to Salvation is, in the 
Scriptures, uniformly offered to all men upon the 
conditions of Faith and Repentance. No one is 
predestinated to destruction, but by his own fault. 

The Truth of this Article is clear from the 
passages of Scripture, to which the Reader is 
referred. It may be well to stop here, and to 
repress our vain curiosity ; and to be satisfied 
with the divine promises, as they are proposed in 
the Sacred Writings ; and which it becomes us 
to embrace. Predestination, rightly considered, 
can never mean that God decrees one part of 
mankind to everlasting happiness, and another to 
endless misery, according to his will and pleasure. 
With respect to Faith in Christ, '' a faith that 
worketh by love," it is " a doctrine sweet and 
comfortable;'* but, absolutely considered, leads 
to self-security or desperation, with regard either 
to faith or a good life. A doctrine so erroneous 
as absolute Predestination, our Church utterly 
condemns. 

This Article is also the seventeenth of those 
of 1552. There is only some verbal difference : 
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the word " to" in the first line was in that Article 
'• unto ;'* the words ** in Christ" were added after 
" chosen ;" " God by" were added after " sons 
of;" the word " his " only-begotten was " the " in 
the former Article ; and, in the last clause, after 
"Furthermore" were inserted, " though the de- 
crees of Predestination be unknown to us, yet" 
we must receive, &c., but here omitted. 



ARTICLE XVIII. 

OF OBTAINING ETERNAL SALVATION ONLY BY 

THE NAME OF CHRIST. 

The eighteenth Article treats of obtaining Sal- 
vation, only by the name of Christ ; and that no 
man shall be saved by that rule of conduct or 
denomination of Religion, * which he may assidu- 
ously pursue, as far as his peculiar principles, and 
the light of nature teach. There is but one way 
of Salvation, ^ which the Holy Scripture sets be- 
fore us, in the *' Name of Jesus Christ.". 

X Gal. i. 8, 9. 
7 Is. Ixiii. 3. Acts iv. 12. 1 Cor. iii. IL — i. 31. Rom. iii. 37. 
Eph. ii. 9. Ignatius <id TrallenseS' Barnabas Ep. c. 12. Cyprian . 
Testim, ad Quirin* 1. 3* c. 3. Sherlock, on Judgment, c. 6. Pear- 
son, on the Creed, Art. 9. Prideaux Fasc* Cont* c. 4. Q. 7. 
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Christian obedience deduced from the love of 
God in the heart, or the renewal of the spirit of 
our minds, must necessarily spring frohi a true 
and lively Faitli. Every Christian is under the 
strongest obligation to believe and obey the gos- 
pel. Upon these conditions only, Salvation is 
promised. 

This was also the eighteenth Article of 1552. 
It was intituled, " Everlasting Salvation to be ob- 
tained only in the name of Christ." 

After this Article was the nineteenth of 1552, 
which was omitted in 1562. It was as follows, 
and intituled, " All men are bound to keep the 
precepts of the Moral Law." — "Although the 
Law given from God by Moses, as touching Cere- 
monies and Rites, do not bind Christian men, 
nor the Civil Precepts thereof ought of necessity 
to be received in any Commonwealth ; yet not- 
withstanding, no Christian man whatsoever is free 
from the obedience of the Commandments, which 
are called Moral. Wherefore, they are not to be 
heard which teach that the Holy Scriptures were 
given to none but the weak, and brng continually 
of the Spirit ; by which they do pretend, that all, 
whatsoever they preach, is suggested to them, 
though manifestly contrary to the Holy Scrip- 
ture." 
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ARTICLE XIX. 



OF THE CHURCH. 



The Church is a select and orderly Assembly " 
of " faithful men," visible • and known ; " in which 
the pure ** word of God is preached, and the ^ 
Sacraments duly administered according to the 
Ordinance of Christ." 

" The visible Church" is indeed liable to err, ** 
tiot only in respect to its living and manner of 
Ceremonies, but also in matters of Faith. * 

The Churches of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and 
Antio.ch, are here mentioned, because they were 

s Is. i.21. 

a 2 Tim. u. 20. Rev. u. 26._iu. 5. John vi.70.-.xiu. 11. 
1 Cor. xii. 12, 13. Gal. Hi. 23. Rom. xii. 5. 

b Luke viii. 21. John viii. 47. Rom. x. 14* John z. 27. 
1 Johniv. 6. 

c Matt xzviii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 23. 

* Deut.xx?. 17, 18. Is.i.21. Jer.ii. 21. 

« 2 Tim. iv. 3. Matt.xid. 6. 12. Matt. xv. 9. TertulL de 
Pr^escrip. c 20. Nowel's Catechism. Hooker's Eccl. Pol. 1. 8. c. 1 . 
Homily, on Whit-sunday. Pearson, on the Creed, Art 9. Hall** 
Dissuasive from Popery. 
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the most distinguished, which were founded by 
the Apostles, and which had, in aftertimes, fallen 
into great errors. 

This Article is the twentieth of 1552. 



ARTICLE XX. 

OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH* 

'^ The Church has power ^ to decree," not aiiy 
part of that worship, with which we are com- 
manded to adore God " in Spirit and in Truth,*' 
hut such '^ rites and ceremonies," such external 
circumstances of time and place and order, as it 
may judge most suitable to a decent and becom- 
ing performance of Divine Worship. It has " au- 
thority s in controversies of Faith ;" ** but not " to 
ordain any thing contrary to the written Law of 

f Esther ix. 27, 28. John x. 22, 23. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. 40. Acts 
XV. Hooker's Eccl. Pol. 1. 3, and 8. Potter, on Church Govern- 
ment, c. 5. § 2. 7. Field, on the Church, lib. 4. c. 18. Irensui de 
Ecclesiis, p. 465, 466. Euseb. Hist* 1. 5. c 24. 

e 1 Tim. i. 3. Tit. iii. 10. 1 Thess. v. 21. Jude 3. 

^ Matt. XV. 13.— xxviii* 20. Cyprian* Ep» 63. 

p 2 
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God ;" * nor " so to expound one place of Scrip- 
ture, that it be repugnant to another." Although 
•* the Church be "^ a Witness" and Preserver * of 
the Holy Scriptures, to transmit them to pos- 
terity, "* it is not " to enforce any thing to be be- 
lieved for necessity of Salvation." The practice 
of publicly reading the Scriptures in the Church, 
has been the means of preserving them from in- 
terpolations and corruptions ; all its doctrines are 
to be derived from them, and, upon them, all its 
decrees, relative to Faith, are to be founded. 
Nothing is to be added to them, nothing is to be 
diminished from them.*" They contain all things 
necessary to Salvation. 

This Article is the twenty-first of those pub- 
lished in 1552. It began, ** It is not lawful, &c." 
the preceding part of the sentence was added in 
1562. 

I Rom. iii. 4. 

^ John Hi. 33. Rom. iii.. 2. 

J Deut. vi. 6—9. 2 Tim. i. 13— ii. 2. 

» Acts iv. 19. Gal. iii. 15 — i. 8, 9. 

n Deut. iv. 2 — xii. 32. 
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ARTICLE XXL 

OF THE AUTHORITY OF GENERAL COUNCILS. 

General Councils may not be assembled <> with- 
out " the command and will of Princes ;" because 
to meet and deliberate and determine upon alter- 
ations in an established Church, without the con- 
currence of the protector of such establishment, 
would tend to confusion. There were no " Gene- 
ral Councils'' in the time of the Apostles, because 
there were then no Christian Princes to protect 
their Religion. They are however liable to err, 
and their determinations may be erroneous. They 
have,P indeed, ''erred in things pertaining to 
God." ** Therefore " things ordained by them, 

o Rom. xiii. 1. JevfeVs Apol, Def, p. 6. c. 12. Div. 2. Hooker's 
Eccl. Pol. 8. Field, on the Church, 1. 5. c. 22* 

P John iv. 22< — xii. 42. Matt* xxvi. 3, 4. Prideaux Fasc, Contr. 
c. iv. Q. 4. Jewel, p. 4. c 22. Div. 3, 4. Ignatius EpisU ad TralL 

4 The second Nicene Council ordained the worship of Images. 
ComeliuSf Bishop of Bitonto, pronounced before the Council of Trent, 
** I would, that, with one concent, we had not altogether declined 
from Religion unto Superstition ; from Faith unto Infidelity ; from 
Christ unto Anti-Christ ; from God unto Epicurus." — Jewel's Apol. 
Def. 1. 
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as necessary to SaWation/' have no authority, 
" unless they be taken out of the Holy Scrip- 
tures." ' 

This Article is the same as the twenty-second 
of 1552. 



ARTICLE XXII. 



OF PURGATORY. 



We read of no state after this life in the Scrip- 
tures, but of everlasting happiness and everlasting 
misery. The doctrine of "Purgatory" is, there- 
fore, not warranted by the Scriptures.' The 



r Deut. xii.32. Ezek. xx. 18, 19. Gal. i. 8, 9. 

• 1 John i. 7. Col. ii. 10. Rom. viii. 33. Heb. xii. 23. 
2 Cor. V. 8. Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 36. — v. 29. Rev. xiv. 13. 
Homily of Prayer, p. 3. Stillingfleefs Idol. p. 180 Patrick's An- 
swer to the Touchstone, § 47. Jewel, p« 2. c 16. Div. 1. Clem. 
Alex. Quis, Div* Salv* c* 42. p. 140. Cyprian* Ep, 55. 
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same may be said " of pardons, * and of Worship- 
ping and Adoration of images " and reliques, ^ and 
of Invocations of Saints." ^ 

This Article is the same as the twenty-third 
of 1552. 



' 1 John i. 9. Mar. ii. 7. Acts iv. 12. Sdliingfleet, ibid. § 16. 

Deut. zxvii. 15. 1 John v. 21. Ex. xx.4. Matt. iv. 10. 
Lactantius Irui* I. 2. c. 9. 2 Kings xviii. 4. Acts yiii. 2* — x. 25, 26. 

▼ Ps. Ixv. 2. Rev. xiz. 10. Stillingfleet, IHd, § 35. 49. Homily 
agunst Idolatry. Jewel's Reply, Art. 14. Euseb. HuU 1. 4. c* 15. 

V Luke xi. 2. Ps. L 15. Jer. xvii. 10. Rev. xxii. 9. James i. 
6, 7. 1 Tim. ii. 5* Heb.vii. 25. Nowel's Cat p. 105. Patrick, 
Ihid, § 33, 34. Stillingfleet, Ibid. c. 2. Homily, Of Prayer, p. 2. 
Abbott's Answer to Bishops Ep. $ 9* Origen contra CeUum, 1. 1. 
p. 10. • 
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ARTICLE XXIIL 

OF MINISTERING IN THE CONGREGATION'. 

" It is not lawful " for any one to preach, * or to 
administer the Sacraments^ ^'before he be lawfully 
called/' or ordained^ to perform these Offices. 
He, who is thus ^' appointed to the work of the 
Ministry by men, who have public authority given 
unto them " for this purpose^ and he alone^ is qua- 
lified to execute it. 

That internal '' call/'^ as it is denominated, of a 
Minister of Christ, which entitles him to be cho- 
sen and *' sent to execute " that Office, consists in 
the character described by St. Paul, ^ to Timothy 
and to Titus, which constitutes him an example 

X Acts XX. 28. Heb. v- 4. 2 Cor. v. 20.— vi. 4. Hooker's Bed. 
Pol. 1.5. §77* Potter, on Church Government, c. 4, 5. Clem. 
Rom. ad Cor, c. 40, 41. 

y Tit. i.5. Matt, xxviii. 19, 20 — xxvi. 2G. Rom. x. 15. Jer. 
xxiii. 32. Hooker, Ibid* I. 7< § 5. Lloyd's Histor. Ace of Church 
Government. Scott's Christian Life, pt* 2. c 7* § 10. Clemens 
Rom. ad Cor. c 44. Ignatius Ep. ad Ephes* 

» Tit. i. 9 — ii. 7. 1 Tim. iii. 6.— ii. 15.— v. 20. Matt. ix. 38. 
Acts XX. 28.— v. 41. 2 Cor. xi. 23. 1 Pet. ii. 23. 
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of good works. It consists also in the possession 
of some fitness for the Ministerial Ofiice^ not as 
*' a novice" in the school of Christ ; * but as one, 
who " need not be ashamed, ^ rightly dividing the 
word of Truth ;" able by sound doctrine to exhort 
and to " convince gainsayers ;*' bold to " reprove ;'* 
watchful ** to oversee ;" and willing to labour, and 
not to " loiter in the Lord's Vineyard." There 
was a peculiar and extraordinary call of Jesus 
Christ, ^ of John the Baptist, ^ of the twelve Apos- 
tles, • and of St. Paul. ^ But there is now a pub- 
lic, ordinary " call," as of the Presbyters ordained 
by the Apostles in the infancy of the Christian 
Church ; « who, by the same authority, ^ ordained 
others ; and this practice has been in uninter- 
rupted succession continued to this day. 

If Ministers be self-ordained, conceit and pre- 
sumption will obtrude, and clamorous, noisy igno- 
rance will overpower the diffident and the learned ; 
doctrines of opposite tendency will be promul- 
gated, religious principle perverted, and religious 
affections extinguished ; and contention and con- 
fusion will prevail to the destruction of Chris- 
tianity itself. 

« 1 Tim.iii. 6- »» 2 Tim. ii. 15. c John xx. 21. 

^ John i. 8. • Matt. x. 5. f Acts ix. 15. 

S Acts xiv. 23. J» 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
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This Article is the same as the twenty-fourth 
of 1552; and is there intituled^ ''No man to 
minister in the Church except he be called.'' 



ARTICLE XXIV. 

OF SPEAKING IN THE CONGREGATION IN SUCH A 
TONG¥E, AS THE PEOPLE UNDERSTANDETH.. 

This Article affirms^ that * it is " plainly repug- 
nant to the Word of God and to the Custom of 
the Primitive Church, to have pubtic Prayer in 
the Church, or to administer the Sacraments in a 
language not understood by the People; be- 
cause such custom ^ does not profit, does not edify 
the ^eak, ^ does not instruct the ignorant; "^ but 
rather offends ° the hearers, ° degrades the peo- 
ple, and brings Religion into contempt, p 

i 1 Cor. xiv. 4. 19. ^ 1 Cor. xiv. 6. 9. 14. 

1 1 Cor. xiv. 17. 26. « 1 Cor. xiv. 7. 11. — xiv. 14. 

» 1 Cor. xiv. 7. 11. ° 1 Cor. xiv. 11. 16^ 

P 1 Cor. xiv. 23. Homily, of Common Prayer and Sacraments, 
Jewel's Reply, Art. 3. NowePs Cat. p. 112. J usdn Martyr, ^po^- 
I. c. 87. Tertull. Apol, adv, Gentes, c 39. Origen contra Celsmn, 
i. 8. p. 402. Cyprian, de Oratione Dominied, 
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This Article was the twenty-fifth of those of 
1552, and was intituled " All things to be done in 
the Congregation in such a tongue as is under- 
stood by the people." It was in the following 
form : '' It is most fit, and most agreeable to the 
word of God, that nothing be read or rehearsed 
in the Congregation, in a tongue not known by 
the people ; which Paul hath forbidden to be 
done, unless some be present to interpret." 



ARTICLE XXV. 

OF THE SACRAMENTS. 

Sacraments are Ceremonies of Divine Institu- 
tion, and " tokens" of our Christian Profession, ** 
** outward and visible signs of an inward, spiri- 
tual grace.'* Christ ordained two Sacraments'^ 
in the Gospel, of Baptism, and^ of the Lord's 

<i Actsii. 38. 1 Cor. x. 16. Eph. v. 26. 

' Matt, xxviii. 19. 

• Matt xxvi. 26. 30. Markxiv. 22. 26. Luke xxii. U. 20. 
1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25, 26. Homily oif Common Prayer and Sacra* 
ments. Nowel's Cat. p. 137. Hammond's Pract. Cat. 1. 6. § 1. 
Jewel's Def, Ap» p. 2. c. 11. Div. 2. Hooker's Eccl. Pol. 1. 5. § 50. 
57. 
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Supper. And these Sacraments are to be ** duly 
used." Upon such as worthily receive them^ they 
have a wholesome effect and operation ; but they 
who receive them unworthily, will be liable to the 
condemnation^ which St. Paul denounces against 
them. * . 

This Article is the twenty-sixth of 1552, in 
which the explication of the word ** Sacrament ** 
was the last clause. There was no mention of 
the other five Sacraments of the Church of Rome. 
The Article was as follows : 

" Our Lord Jesus Christ gathered his people 
into a Society, by Sacraments very few in number^ 
most easy to be kept, and of most excellent signifi- 
cation, that is to say, Baptism, and the Supper of 
the Lord. 

" The Sacraments were not ordained of Christ 
to be gazed upon, or to be carried about, but 
that we should duly use them : and in such only 
as worthily receive the same, they have a whole- 
some effect or operation ; not as some say, ex 
opere operafOy which terms^ as they are strange, 
and utterly unknown to the Holy Scripture, so do 
they yield a sense which savoureth of little piety, 
but of much superstition: but they that receive 
them unworthily, receive to theiAselves damnation. 

t 1 Cor. xi. 29. 
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'* The Sacraments ordained by the word of 
God, be not only badges or tokens of Christian 
men's profession, but rather they be certain sure 
Witnesses, effectual signs of Grace, and God's 
Will towards us, by the which he doth work in- 
visibly in us ; and doth not only quicken, but also^ 
strengthen and confirm our Faith in him." 



ARTICLE XXVI. 

OF THE UNWORTHINESS OF THE MINISTERS, WHICH 
HINDERS NOT THE EFFECT OF THE SACRAMENT. 

The unworrtiiness of the Ministers does not 
hinder the effect of the Sacraments. They do 
not minister in their own, "but in the name of 
Christ, and* by his commission and authority. 
Nor " is the ^ effect of Christ's ordinance taken 
away by their wickedness, nor the grace of God's 
gifts diminished, from such as duly receive the 

" 1 Cor. iii. 5. August, con. lit. Pet. 1. 3. c. 55. 
X Matt, xxiii. 3. Phil. i. 15, 16. 18. WhitgilVs Def. Tract. 
9. c 3. Nelson's Fest. c. 13. Fasts, c. 10. 
y 1 Cor. iii. 7. 
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Sacraments ministered unto them." Because ' of 
*^ the Institution and Promise of Christ/' although 
they be administered by ivicked men> they are 
effectual. It is however necessary, that evil Mi- 
nisters be visited ^ for their offences, by the just 
judgment of deposition. '^ Such authority has, 
from the earliest times, been properly vested iti 
the Church, as the conduct of its Ministers is of 
the greatest concern to the interests of Religion. 
This Article is the twenty-seventh of those of 
1552; and was thus intituled ; ^^ The wickedness 
of the Ministers takes not away the efficacy of 
Divine Institutions.'* The word " them/' in that 
Article in last clause, was altered into " evil Mi- 
nisters." 

» 1 Tim.v. 19. 

* Gal. V. 12. Lukeiz. 54, 55, 56. 

b John iii. 10. Cyprian.^. 41. 
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ARTICLE XXVII. 



OF BAPTISM. 



The Sacrament of Baptism is the subject of 
the twenty-seyenth Article. Baptism is a sign or 
token *^ of the washing '* of Regeneration^" by 
which, rightly ^ administered, admission is given 
into the Church ; and by which, * forgiveness and ^ 
adoption are sealed, and^ faith and grace con-* 
firmed and " increased, by virtue of Prayer to 
God." The Baptism of young infants is " to be ^ 
retained," as it is '^ most agreeable to the Insti- 



c Tit. iii. 5. Barnabas Ep. c. 11. Justin Martyr, Apol* I. c. 79, 
80. 

d 1 Cor. xii. 13. Eph. v. 25, 26. Matt, xxviii. 19. 

e Heb. x. 22. Acts xxii. 16. Theoph. Antioch, odAutol, 1. 2. 
p. 109. Justin Martyr, Ihid. c. 79. 

f Gal. iii. 26, 27. 

% Acts ii. 41, 42. 

^ 1 Cor. vii. 14. Mark x. 44. Matt. xix. 14. Nowel's Cat. 
p. 141. Hammond's Prac Cat. 1. 6. § 2, 3. Wall's Hist, of Infant 
Baptism. Walker's Modest Plea. Jewel's Def^ Ap. p. 2. c. 11. 
Div. 3. ' Prideaux Fasc Contr. c. 6. Q. 4. Irenseus Adv. Hter- 
1. 2. c. 80. Cyprian, ad Fid. Epist. 64. 
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tution of Christ.*' The ancient practice of bap- 
tizing was by immersion^ plunging the child three 
times under water. This was the custom in the 
reign of Henry VIII. It is so ordered in the 
Common Prayer Book of 2 Edward VI. The 
word " thrice*' was afterwards omitted. In the 
reign of Elizabeth^ immersion grew gradually into 
disuse ; and for the last two centuries^ children 
have been baptized by sprinkling them once with 
water. 

This Article was the twenty-eighth of those of 
1552. The last sentence of the present Article 
was substituted instead of the following ; ** The 
custom of the Church for baptizing young chil- 
dren, is both to be commended, and by all means 
to be retained in the Church.** 
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ARTICLE XXVIII. 



OF THE lord's SUPPER. 



The participation of the Lord's Supper is '' a 
sign * of the love^ that Christians ought to have 
among themselves, one of another ;" it is a badge 
of Christian charity and brotherly kindness, and 
of our adherence to the Christian Faith. ^ It is a 
Sacrament of our Redemption by Christ*s death. 
The sacramental Bread ^ and Wine do not change 
their nature, they are still bread and wine, sym- 
bolical representations of Christ's body broken, 
and blood shed, for the Redemption of all men. 
The Scriptures prove," that we "live by the 

i Hooker's Eccl. Pol. 1. L § 67. Jewel's Z)e/. Jpol p. 2. c. 12. 
Div. 1. 1 Cor. X. 17. 

k Matt. xxvi. 26, 27, 28. Luke xxii. 19, 20. 

1 Markxiv. 25. 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28. NoweFsCat. p. 150. 
Jewel, p. 2. c. 13. Div. 1. Jewel's Reply, Art. 5. 10. 25, 26. 
Rubric after the Commumon Service. Tillotson's Discourse against 
Transubstantiation. Pearson, on the Creed, Art. 3. p. 162. Justin 
Martyr, Jpol, 1. c. 86. Irenseus euh. Her, 1. 4. c. 34. p. 469. 
TertulL <idv. Marc* I* 4. c. 40. Cyprian. Ep, 63. John vi. 55, 56. 

a Homily of the Sacrament. Nowel's Cat p. 77* 150* Jewel, 
p. 2. c. 15. Div. 1 Jewel's Reply, Art. 7, 8, 2. 

Q 
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Faith of the Son of God ;" they in no place men- 
tion that the sacramental elements are to be 
*' carried about, lifted up, or worshipped." 

This Article was the twenty-ninth of those of 
1552. The last part of the second paragraph, 
beginning ^' but is," was substituted instead of the 
following in the former Article ; "but it is repug- 
nant to the plain words of Scripture, and hath 
given occasion to many superstitions." The next 
paragraph, beginning " The Body of Christ," &c. 
was substituted instead of, " Since the very Being 
of human nature doth require, that the Body of 
one and the same man, cannot be at one and the 
same time in many places, but of necessity must 
be in some certain and determinate place ; there- 
fore, the Body of Christ cannot be present in 
many different places at the same time. And, 
since (as the Holy Scriptures testify) Christ hath 
been taken up into Heaven, and there is to abide 
till the end of the world ; it becometh not any of 
the Faithful to believe or profess, that there is a 
real or corporeal presence (as they phrase it) of 
the Body and Blood of Christ in the Holy Eucha- 
rist." 
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ARTICLE XXIX. 



OF THE WICKED^ WHICH EAT NOT THE BODY OP 
CHRIST IN THE USE OF THE LORD's SUPPER. 



This Article is naturally a consequence of the 
last. The Body and Blood of Christ can only 
be received by Faith ; the wicked, therefore, who 
are destitute of Faith, ° can have no spiritual com- 
munion in the participation of this Sacrament. 
The Article is almost in the words of St. Augus- 
tine. <" It was not among the Articles, published 
in 1552. 



B 1 John i. 6, 7. 1 Cor* xi* 29. Nowel's Cat. p. 153, 154. 
« St. August. In Johaft' Tract* 26. 



«^ 
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ARTICLE XXX. 



OF BOTH KINDS. 

No reason can be shewn, p that the Blood of 
the Covenant, under the sacramental element of 
wine, is not as necessary for one Christian, as for 
another. 

At a Convocation held in 1 Edward VI., it 
was agreed, that the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper should be received in both kinds, by the 
Laity as well as the Clergy. There was nothing 
however upon this subject in the Articles of 
1552; and this Article, as well as the preceding, 
was added in 1562. 

P Matt. IxTi. 27. 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28. Luke xzu. 19, 20. 
Mark xiv. 23. Nowel's Cat* p. 149. Jewel's Z)^. Apoh^, 2. c. 12. 
Div. 3. Jewel's Reply, Art. 2. Hammond's Pra(^ Cat. 1. 6. $ 4. 
Field, p. 193* Justin Martyr, Apoh !• c 85* Ignatius, Ep, ad 
PkUad, Cyprian. Ep. 63. 
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ARTICLE XXXL 

OF ONE OBLATION OF CHRIST FINISHED UPON 

THE CROSS. 

The doctrine affirmed in this Article is proved 
by various passages of Scripture ; that Christ ^ 
once offered himself^ ** the just for the unjust," 
for all the sins of the whole world ; and that there 
is no other satisfaction for sin. Masses are here 
declared to be " blasphemous Fables and dan- 
gerous deceits ;'* in attempting to change bread 
into a living Body, in pronouncing the Mass to 
be made one and the same sacrifice, with the 
" one oblation of Christ upon the Cross ;" and in 
saying, that the Mass is profitable for the living 
and the dead. They encourage ** dangerous de- 
ceits," because they induce the belief, that ^ crea- 
tures may be adored, that * Christ is frequently 
offered, that sins are forgiven without blood, and 
that Faith is not necessary^ in Communicants, 

<k Heb. z. Id. 26. 1 John ii. 2. Heb. ix. 22. 25, 26. Nowel's 
Cat. p. 152, 153. Jewel's Reply, Art* 17. Prideauz, Fate. Coni, 
c. 6. Q. 6. Field, p* 203. 835. Ignatius ad Smym, IrensBus, lib* 
3. c. 18. Ibid* 1. 5. c. 9. Cyprian. £p. 63. 

r Ex. XX. 4, 5* 

• Heb. ix. 12. 22. 28. Heb. vii. 27. 

t Heb. xi. 6. 
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It is not to be believed, that the Bread and 
Wine, consecrated by the Priest, are changed 
into the real body and blood of Christ, nor that 
he is offered up to God at every celebration of 
the Eucharist. Nor is it to be believed, that this 
Sacrifice of Christ will tend to shorten the dura- 
tion of pains in Purgatory, or reconcile God to 
those who shall be the instruments of procuring 
such Masses to be said^ whether living or dead. 
Such Masses were unknown among the early 
Christians, and not generally used till the twelfth 
century, after the doctrine of Transubstantiation " 
was established. The Eucharist is, in the New 
Testament, no where called a Sacrifice, in the 
sense in which Christ is said to have been a Sa- 
crifice. It is a Commemoration, not a propitiatory 
Sacrifice ; not a sacrifice for sin, but a feast upon 
a sacrifice, at which we renew the covenant made 
at our Baptism ; and its good effects are confined 
to those who worthily partake of it. 

This is the thirtieth Article of 1552. The word 
'^ Blasphemous" was added in 156S. 

u Transubstantiation was a doctrine never heard of till about the 
year 820, when it is said to have been set forth by Paschase Radbert, 
a wild enthusiast* 
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ARTICLE XXXIL 

OF THE MARRIAGE OF PRIESTS. 

Here it is affirmed^ that it is not unlawful^ nor 
forbidden to the " Clergy, to marry, as well as 
other men. 

The office of Priest^ under the dispensation of 
Moses^ was confined to the descendants of one 
family; which implied an obligation upon the 
Jewish Priests to marry. Under the Christian 
dispensation, it was not forbidden ; nor is there 
any prohibition, in the New Testament, to marry. 
St. Peter was y a married man. Philip, one of 
the seven Deacons, ' was married. St. Paul ex- 
horts, that a Bishop be ^^ the husband^ of one 
wife ;" and gives the same directions concerning 
Elders,** or Priests and Deacons.*^ The marriage 

' 1 Tim. iii. 2. 11. 1 Cor. ix. 5. Heb. xi. 4. 1 Tim. iv. 1, 
2, 3. Heb. xiii. 44. Jewel's Def. Apol. p. 2. c 8. Div. 1. 

Patrick's Answer to the Touchstone, § 4. Field, on the Church, 

1. 5. c 57, 58. Tertul. ad Ux. c 7. Cyprian. Ep. 52. 

y Matt. viii. 14. » Acts xxi. 8, 9. 

a 1 Tim. iii. 2. . ^ Tit. i. 6. 

c 1 Tim. iii. 12. 
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of the Clergy was not fully prohibited, till the 
time of Pope Gregory the Seventh, towards the 
end of the eleventh century. It was allowed for 
several centuries after the time of the Apostles. ** 
This Article was the thirty-first of 1552. It 
was then intituled, ^^ A single Ufe is imposed on 
none by the word of God." The latter part of 
the Article, beginning « therefore," was added in 
1562. 



ARTICLE XXXIII. 

OF EXCOMMUNICATE PERSONS, HOW THEY ARE 

TO BE AVOIDED. 

The reason of Excommunication appears, that 
the Church may not be the object of scandal, 
and the cause of Christianity wounded by cor- 
nipt and wicked persons, continued to be tole- 
rated in it. They, who are thus excluded from 
the participation of the Eucharist, or altogether 
expelled from the Church, may, upon their re- 

^ Bingham's Antiq. 1. 4. c. 5. 
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pentance^ * be again admitted into all its privi- 
leges. ^ 

It is reasonable, that every Society be allowed 
to impose such regulations for its own govern- 
ment^ as may prevent division and confusion^ and 
contribute to its good order and preservation. 
This power has been exercised by the Christian 
Church from its earliest establishment ; but in 
later times^ has very rarely been exercised. 

This Article was the thirty-second of 1552. 
Its title was^ " Excommunicated persons are to 
be avoided." 



« 1 Cor. V. 3, 4, 5. 1 Tim. i. 19, 20. 2 Thess. iii. 14. Ignatius 
adSmym* Cyprian. Ep, 43. 55. 1 Cor. v. 11. 13. Matt* xviii. 
17. 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7, 8. 

f Potter, on Church Government, c. 5. § 8. Whitgift's Def. 
Tract. 18. Field, on the Church, 1. 1. c 15. 



S34 ANNOTATIONS 



ARTICLE XXXIV. 

OF THE TRADITIONS OF THE CHURCH. 

Rites and Ceremonies, ^ and all things relating 
to the decency of divine worship, ^ and the good 
government of the Churchy are '* to be done to 
edifying.*' * 

The word " Traditions" means here, not un- 
written Articles of Faith, pretended to be derived 
from Christ, or his Apostles, but merely the tra- 
ditional customs or usages, transmitted from for- 
mer times, with relation to the external worship 
of God, and acknowledged to be of human insti- 
tution. We are free to prescribe such external 
forms, as may, from time to time, be most suitable 
to the state of things, and to the circumstances of 

8 Rom. xiv. 17. ICor.ix. 20,21,22. Irensus de Polycarp, 
Smyrna. 

h 2 Cor. xi. 16 — xiv. 40. Heb. xiii. 17. Rom. xiii. 1. 1 Cor. 
viii. 12. 1 Tim* v. 20. Rom. xvi. 17* 1 Cor. xiv* 26. Acte xv. 
Hooker's Eccl. Pol.l. 3.c. 4. § 13. Whitgift's Def. Tr. 2. Frideaux, 
Fasc' Cont. c, 4. § 3. Q. 5. 

1 Rom, xiv, 19. XngixsU ad Januar, Ep, 1, c. 2. 
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the age in which we live ; only, that they be in- 
tended to promote the best interests of Religion, 
not repugnant to the word of God, nor incon- 
sistent with the gravity and simplicity of Christian 
worship. 

This Article was the thirty-third of 1552. The 
last paragraph, " Every particular/' &c. was 
added in 1562. 



ARTICLE XXXV. 



OF HOMILIES. 



" The ^ second Book of Homilies, * the several 
titles whereof we have joined under this Article, 
doth contain a godly and wholesome doctrine, 
and necessary for these times, as doth the former 
Book of Homilies, which were set forth in the 

k Whitgift's Defens. Tract* 21. Hooker's Eccl. Pol. 1. 5. § 20. 

^ Homily is so called from 'O/xcXoCy an assembly, and means a 
Sennon preached upon some subject of Religion, delivered jn a plain 
manner, and easily understood by the people. The first Book of 
Homilies was supposed to have been written by Cranmer, and was 
published in 1547 ; the second Book was published in 1560, and, it 
is said, was written by Jewel* 
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time of Edward the Sixth; and therefore we 
judge them to be read in Churches by the Minis- 
tersy diligently and distinctly^ that they may be 
understood by the People. 



** OF THE NAMES OF THE HOMILIES. 

1. Of the right Use of the Church." 

2. Against Peril of Idolatry. ^ 

S. Of Repau-ing and keeping clean of Churches.^ 

4. Of good Works : first of Fasting, p 

5. Against Gluttony and Drunkenness. "^ 

6. Against Excess of Apparel. ' 

7. Of Prayer." 

8. Of the Place and Time of Prayer. * 

9. That Common Prayer and Sacraments ought 

to be ministered in a known tongue. ^ 

10. Of the reverend estimation of God's Word. * 

11. Of Alms-doing, y 

# 

" Matt, xyiii. 19, 20. Eccl. v. 1. 

n Ex. XX. 4, 5, G. Lev. xxvi. 1, 2. 

« 2 Kings xii. 4—15. P Is. Ivin. 

q Luke xxi. 34. ' Is-iii. 16. • Luke xviii. 1. 

t Actaui. 14. John XX. 26. Rev. i. 10. Lukeii. 37. 

« 1 Cor. xiv. 10. 

« 2 Tim. iii. 16. ICor. ii. 13. Ps. cxix. 

y 1 Tim. vi. 18, 19. 
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12. Ofthe Nativity of Christ." 

13. Of the Passion of Christ. * 

14. Of the Resurrection of Christ. ** 

15. Of the worthy receiving of the Sacrament of 

the Body and Blood of Christ. ^ 

16. Of the gifts of the Holy Ghost. ** 

17. For the Rogation-Days. • 

18. Of the state of Matrimony. ° 

19. Of Repentance. « 

20. Against Idleness. ^ 
21 • Against Rebellion. ' 

The Homilies of the Greek and Latin Fathers 
were composed by Bishops. In the first ages^ 
none but Bishops were allowed to preach. The 
Priests were not ordinarily admitted to this privi- 
lege^ till towards the fifth century. St. Chrysos- 
tom was the first Presbyter^ who preached sta- 
tedly. 

The two Books of Homilies were ordered to be 



s Johniii. 16. 1 Tim. i. 15. 

* Is. liii. b 1 Cor. xv. 

c 1 Cor. xi. 20 — xi. 29. ^ Acts ii. Gal. v. 22, 23. 

« 1 Cor. iv. 7. Deut. xix. H. f Heb. xui. 4. 

S Ps. li. Acto y. 31. 

h Ezek. xvi. 49. 2 Thess. Hi. 11, 12. 

^ Rom. xiii. 1. Numb. xvi. 2 Sam. xv. 
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read by the Clergy in their Churches. They 
were written in the plainest style, and peculiarly 
adapted to the times in which they were publish- 
ed. But, from the change of circumstances and 
improved knowledge of the people, they are now 
never used. The great majority of the Clergy 
were, in those days, very illiterate ; and, until the 
end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, were for« 
bidden to preach. In the succeeding reign, 
it was directed by different Canons, that every 
licensed Minister should preach a Sermon, and 
every unlicensed Minister should read a Homily. 
This Article was the thirty-fourth of 1552. It 
was in the following form : " The Homilies, lately 
delivered, and commended to the Church of Eng- 
land by the King's Injunctions, do contain a godly 
and wholesome doctrine, and fit to be embraced 
by all men ; and for that cause they are diligently, 
plainly, and distinctly, to be read to the People." 
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ARTICLE XXXVI. 

OF CONSECRATION OF BISHOPS AND MINISTERS. 

*• The Book of Consecration of Archbishops, 
and Bishops^ and ordering of Priests and Dea- 
cons, is a solemn and impressive service, and con- 
tains excellent instruction for the due discharge 
of the duties of those Offices. ^ The form of 
Ordination^ drawn up by the Bishops^ and . ap- 
proved by royal authority^ 3 Edward VI., was 
afterwards confirmed by Parliament, together 
with the Book of Common Prayer. In Queen 
Mary's reign, this Act was repealed. When Eli- 
zabeth succeeded to the Throne, the Act of Mary 
was repealed ; and the Prayer Book of King Ed- 
ward VI. was again authorized, in which this 
Service was included. This Office was after- 
wards declared to be a part of the Common Prayer 
Book ; and all Ordinations, which had been per- 
formed according to that Office, were confirmed. 

k Acts vi. 6,— xiii. 3. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim. i. 6. Hooker'tt 
Eccl. rol.l. 5. § 77, 78. Prideaux Fasc» Ctrntr, c. 4. § 3. Field, on 
the Church, !• 5. c* 56. 
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There has always been a distinction of Orders 
in the Church. Our Saviour ordained twelve 
Apostles. He also sent seventy Disciples to 
preach ; but the authority of the twelve was su- 
perior. When the extraordinary power of the 
Apostles ceased^ the ordinary authority continued 
in Bishops^ who succeeded them ; and who^ from 
their time^ have been empowered to ordain 
Ministers^ to manage Ecclesiastical affairs^ and 
to superintend the order and decency of public 
Worship. 

This Article is the thirty-fifth of 1552. ltd 
title was^ " Of the Book of Common Prayer, and 
other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of 
England." It was in the following form : " The 
Book, lately delivered to the Church of England, 
by the Authority of the King and Parliament^ 
containing the manner and form of public Prayer, 
and the Ministration of the Sacraments, in the 
said Church of England ; as also the Book pub- 
lished by the same Authority for ordering Minis- 
ters in the Church, are both of them very pious, 
as to truth of doctrine, in nothing contrary, but 
agreeable to the wholesome doctrine of the Gos- 
pel, which they do very much promote and illus- 
trate. And, for that cause, they are by all faith- 
ful Members of the Church of England, but 
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chiefly of the Ministers of the Word, with all 
thankfulness and readiness of mind, to be re- 
ceived, approved, and commended to the People 
of God." 



ARTICLE XXXVII. 

OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATES. 

Under the dispensation of Moses, Kings exer- 
cised their power in all things relating to Reli- 
gious, * as well as to Civil affairs. Submission " 
to the Civil Power is the injunction of Christianity ; 
in the early period of which, Councils were held, 
and their decrees were confirmed by the Civil 
Magistrate ; who assumed authority in the direc- 
tion of all Ecclesiastical affairs. But to Kings ° 
there is no privilege of administering " God's 
word and Sacraments." These functions can be 
discharged only by those who are lawfully ap- 

1 1 Sam. xxii. 11. 1 Chron. xxiii. 6. 1 Kings ii. 26. 
» Rom. xiii. 1. Tit. iii. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 
" 2 Chron. zxvi. 16, &c. 

R 
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pointed to exercise them. " Slanderous folks*' 
allude to the Puritans^ who denied any power of 
the Civil Magistrate in Ecclesiastical matters. 
** The Injunctions," here mentioned, were set 
forth by Queen Elizabeth, in 1559, and asserted 
her supremacy over the affairs of the Church.^ 

*' The Bishop of Rome ^ hath no jurisdiction 
in this Realm of England." 

It is also here affirmed, that the punishment of 
death is lawful. Such penal laws, lawfully esta- 
bUshed, according to times and circumstances, and 
suitable to the nature of criminal matters, are 
allowed by the Gospel. "^ 

Christians'^ are permitted to serve in. wars. It 
has been the practice from the commencement of 
Christianity. The first Christians served in wars 
under Heathen Emperors. 

This Article is the thirty-sixth of 1552; and 

^ 1 Kings ii. 26. Jewel's Dqf, ApoU p. 6. c. 11. Div. 1. Whit- 
gill's Def. Tract, 20. Hooker's Eccl Pol, 1. 5. § 1. IbidA.^. 
Prideaux Fasc. Cont c. 4. § 2. Q. 3. 6. Scott's Christian Life, p. 2. 
c. 7. § 10. 

P Cyprian. De Seph. Ep. 74. Ibid, in CanciL Carth. 1 Pet. iv. 1 5. 

q Ezravii. 26. Acts xxv. 11. Rom. xiiL 1, 2, &c Prov. xx. 
26. Matt. xxvi. 52. Hammond's Pract. Cat. 1. 2. § 5. Irensus 
adv, Har, 1. 5. c. 24. 

r Eccles.iii. 8. Luke iii. 14. Matt viii* Actsx. 1, 2. TertuU. 
de corond militist 

2 
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was in the following form: '* The King of Eng- 
land is« after Christy the Supreme Head on Earth 
of the Church of England and Ireland. 

'* The Bishop of Rome hath no jurisdiction in 
this realm of England. 

*' The Civil Magistrate is ordained and ap- 
proved by God, and therefore is to be obeyed, 
not only for fear of wrath, but for conscience 
sake. 

** Civil or Temporal Laws may punish Chris- 
tian men with death for hemous and grievous 
offences. 

** It is lawful for Christian men, at the com- 
mandment of the Magistrate, to wear weapons^ 
and to serve in the wars.'*^ 



r2 



1244 ANNOTATIONS 



ARTICLE XXXVIII. 

OF CHRISTIAN MEN's GOODS, WHICH ARE NOT 

COMMON. 

In this Article' it is affirmed, that private pro- 
perty is not inconsistent with the profession of 
Christianity ; which " certain Anabaptists* falsely 
boast/* In the earliest period of Christianity, 
many converts voluntarily bestowed all their pos- 
sessions to the use of their Fellow-Christians. But 
they were under no command to make such dis- 
tribution of their property. Every man is, in- 
deed, obliged, according to his ability, " to relieve 
the poor and the necessitous. Innumerable ex- 
hortations of our Saviour and his Apostles re- 
commend the practice of benevolence in its widest 
extent and most comprehensive sense. 

This Article is the thirty-seventh of 1552; and 
was intituled, " The goods of Christians are not 
common." 

• Acts V. 4. Rom. iii. 7, 8, 2 Thess.iii. 12. Clemens Alex. 
Quis Dives salv. c. 13. 

t Sleidani Comment. 1. 5. 10. 

" 1 Tim. vi. 17. James ii. 5. Matt. zxvL 11. 2Cor. ix. 0* 
Matt. zxv. 34. 
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ARTICLE XXXIX. 

OF A CHRISTIAN MAN's OATH. 

Every Christian is forbidden the use of vain 
and "^ rash Oaths^ especially in common conver- 
sation. But, ^^the Christian Religbn does not 
prohibit" the use of an Oath^^ when the Laws of 
Justice and Equity require it to be taken before 
the Magistrate, when Faith or Truth are to be 
estabUshed, when Charity and Benevolence are 
to be promoted, or when an end is to be put to 
contention and strife. ''Thou shalt awear the 
Lord liveth, in Truth, in Judgment, and in Righ- 
teousness."^ 

This Article is the same as the thirty-eighth of 
1552;' and was intituled, '' It is lawful for a 
Christian to take an Oath.'* 

* Matt. V. drA. James V. 12. Clemens Alex. Strom, I. 7* Tertull. 
ado. Mare, L 2. c. 26. Hammond's Pract. Cat. 1. 2. c. 8. Nowel's 
Cat.p. 20, 21. 

y Jer. iv. 2. 

s The following ArUcles of 1552 were left out among those of 
1562: 

ARTICLE XXXIX. 

" T/ie Resttrrection of the dead is not paused already,* 

" The Resurrection of the dead is not passed already, as if it be- 
longed only to the soul, which, by the grace of Christ, is raised 
from the death of sin, but is to be expected by all men in the last 
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THE RATIFICATION. 

" This Book of Articles before rehearsed, is 
again approved) and allowed to be holden and 

day ; for, at that time, (as the Scripture doth most apparently testify) 
the Dead shall be restored to their own bodies, flesh and bones, to 
the end thatman, according as either righteously or wickedly he hath 
passed this life, may, according to his works, receive rewards or 
punishments*" 

ARTICLE XL. 

** The 90uls of Men deceased, do neither peruh with their bodies, nor 

sleep idlUy." 

** They who maintain that the souls of men deceased, do either 
sleep without any manner of sense to the day of Judgment, or affirm 
that they die together with the body, and shall be raised therewith 
at the last day, do wholly differ from the right faith, and orthodox 
belief, which is delivered to us in the Holy Scriptures*" 

ARTICLE XLI, ^ 

'* Of the MUlenarians.** 

** They who endeavour to revive the Fable of the Millenarians, 
are therein contrary to the Holy Scriptures, and cast themselves down 
headlong into Jewish Dotages.'* 

ARTICLE XLII. 

** AU Men not to he saved at last" 

** They also deserve to be condemned, who endeavour to restore 
that pernicious opinion, That all men, (though never so ungodly) 
shall at last be saved ; when, for a certain time, appointed by the Di- 
vine Justice, they have endured punishment for their sins com- 
mitted." 
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executed within the Realm, by the assent and 
consent of our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth, by 
the grace of God, of England, France, and Ire- 
land, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c. Which 
Articles were deliberately read, and c6nfinned 
again by the subscription of the hands of the 
Archbishops and Bishops of the Upper-House, 
and by the subscription of the whole Clergy of 
the Nether-House in their Convocation, in the 
year of our Lord 1571.'* 



THE END. 
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